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Inter-Orthodox Consultation of Eastern
TÜiNOdOX an Orijental rENOdOX WCOCC

ember urcnes ON
» rÜiNO0dOX urcnes and theor

Councıil of urches«

epo

Representatıves of Eastern and Oriental Orthodox urches have met ın the Centre of
the Ecumenical Patrıarchate Chambesy, Switzerland, 1 7 September 1991 Theır task
Was reflect theır relatıons wıth the OL. Councıl of urchnes They have done this
In theır experience al the eventh ssembly of the WCC held in Canberra.,
Australıa, In ebruary 1991, and In accordance wıth the intention expressed in theır
»reflection DADCI« esse.: the partıcıpants of the ssembly. Thıs document riefly
addressed certaın theologıcal, ecclesiologıcal and organızational aSpecCts concerning the
involvement of the Orthodox urches in the ecumenı1cal and in the WCC 1n
articular. The epo of the Consultation 18 presented under three eadıngs: (E) DICSUD-
pDOs1t10NSs of involvement for the Orthodox in the ecumenıi1cal and the WCC
(2) SOTIIIC problems for the Orthodox ın the WCC and (3) towards improved Orthodox
partıcıpatiıon in the ecumenıical

Presuppositions of Involvement for the Orthodox In the Ecumenical
Movement and the Word Councıl ofChurches

For the Orthodox, Ekastern and Orıental, the prımary DUTDOSE 0} ON Councıl of
Urches AN Lfs work for the restoration of unity ONS Christians. In the Orthodox
understandıng, thıs INCAans full eccles1al unıty, that IS unıty in doctrinal teachıng, 1a-
mental 1fe and polıty TIhe Orthodox recogn1ıze other ıimportant dımensions of e_
nıcal work and actıvıty. Cooperatıve ecumenıcal eiforts that contrıbute toward ToWw1ing
unıty, the establıshment 0)8 restoration ofJustice and9 toward coherence in theologı1-
cal eXpress10n, toward m1issıon and wıtness, toward deepening the churches'
self-understandıng and toward 9TOW: of communıty in confessing, learnıng and Service

important ın themselves and 4S for dıvıded Christians INOVC toward ultımate
doctrinal and sacramental unı10on. But for the Orthodox, the ultımate goal and Justifiıcatiıon
of the ecumenıcal in general, and for their partiıcıpation in the WCC in
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cular, 1S the full eccles1al uniıty of Chrıstians It 15 thus urgent task for the meanıng of
church unıty be clearly artiıculated and frequently repeated In the deliberations and
work of the WCC ıle currently strıving clarıfy appropriate and legıtımate aspects of
dıversıty 1n expres_sing the apostolic faıth In worshıp and dıscıplıne wıthın that eccles1al
unıty.

OWATr'! thıs PUIDOSC, the Orthodox call Chrıistians and member churches,
WCC PTOSTAaMMIMEC unıts and admıiınıstratıve »a re-Commıiıtmen: the constitu-
tiıonal >Basıs<« of the ex1istence and work of the Councıl TIhe Basıs Statement of the
WCC 15 »OT Councıl of urcnhnes 1Ss fellowship of churches 1C confess the
Lord Jesus Christ 4S God and Savıour according the scriptures and therefore seek
fulfıl ogether theıir callıng the glory of the OMNC God, er, Son and Holy
Spirıt.« Thıs fundamental statement hıghlıghts the Trinıtarıan, Incarnatıonal and Salvıfıc
understandıng of Christian faıth, worshıp and ıfe in the of Christians the
ordshiıp of Jesus Christ. The Orthodox affırm it and insıst its centralıty for the
st1an urcnhes athered In fellowshıp fOr the PUIDOSC of workıng toward unıting
st1ans. Ihe Basıs should be repeatedly displayed and irequently re-affirmed in the
undertakıngs of the WCC that involved ıIn ıts work and actiıvities constantly
eminded of 1ts

In particular, the Basıs and the eachıng historically elated ıt, should
provıde the theologica under-pinning of ecumenical reflection wıthın the WCC and the
documents and statements issued in ıts Nallle These fundamental Chriıstian truths ave
COMNIC the Church irom God 0Ug the scriptures aASs dıvine revelatıon. We refer the
central affırmations of the apostolıc faıth and the CTE statements of the Early Church,
such the TIrınıtarıan understandıng of God, the dıyiıne-human personhood of Jesus
Christ, the Gospel of redemption and salvatıon in the work of Jesus rnst, creation and
callıng of humankınd 4S the image and 1keness of God, sanctifyıng work of the Holy
Spirıt ın urc. eic ese fundamental belıefs of revelatıon need be repeatedly refer-
red dAS such and respected by the WCC and 1ts particıpants, and kept al the of
WCC ng and actıvıtles. Vıolations of the Basıs and the concomitant faıth fırma-
t1ons arısıng from divine revelatıon as understood and taught in the hıstorical undıvıded
UrCc should be corrected 0)8 noft admıtted in the offıcıal work of the WCC

TIhe Orthodox Churches partıcıpate in the 1ıfe and actıyıtles only the
understandıng that the WCC »IS councıl of urches« (koinon1a/fellowshıip/conse1i
and NnOot councıl of indıviduals, STOUDS, mMoOovements 0)8 rel1g10us bodies c 1N-
volved in the Councıil's g0al, asks and VISION.

They consıder ser10usly that theıir membershıp and partiıcıpation in the WCC 1S ase!
upOoNn encounter, cooperation and 1alogue of churches. The WCC become
forum for the exchange of indıvıdual ideas. We ogether wıth other churches seek ‚M

concılıar fellowshıp of ocal churches hıich themselves truly unıted MR and aım ;

at maıntaınıng sustaiıned and sustaınıng relatıonshıps wıth er sister churches,
pressed in concılıar gatherings wherever required for fulfiılment of theır calling«
Naırobı ssembly
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Particıpating thus in dıalogue tructure, the Orthodox urches should be the only
responsıble agents for theır representation. Each member church has the rıght decıde
how be represented, in accordance wıth the crıter1a that apply councıl of hurches
ese dec1isions made equa. basıs wıth the other member churches in respect
quo(tas, voting procedures, church polı 1SSuUeS, eic

The Orthodox urches strongly re-affirm that doctrinal ISSUECS in the WCC STITUC-
tures should be consıdered as essential element of each decıded through voting Or

parlıamentary procedure (cf. WCC Constitution and ules, For the Orthodox,
1SSUEeS such d ordınatiıon of eucharistic ospıt f inclusiıve anguage wıth Te-
ference God, doctrinal

In the past the Orthodox felt oblıged fo make theır OW »separalte sSiIailements
MmMatters debated In the WC‘  e In the last decades, Srowing ogether in ecumenical fellow-
shıp, they abandone: this practice and took In the production of statements
The present sıtuation Causes SOMMC uneasiness aAM ONg the Orthodox Thıs has led them
1ssue SOMMC remıinders about the basıc crıteria of theır partıcıpatıon. Some uggest IC-

sumption of »separate statementsS« because the Orthodox pomint of VIEW 15 insufficıently
reflected. Most feel that separate statements WOU be unfortunate for the nature of BCU-

meniı1ıcal work. New WaYyS ave be OUunNn! implement the Orthodox VIEW in drafting
committees, issue-related consultations and WCC governing bodies

Another SOUTITCEC of uneasıiness 15 the fact that membershıp in the Councıl of non-Or-
OX churches 1s constantly increasıng, thus rendering the Orthodox wıtness INOTC dıf-
ficult. The DFOCESS of receiving new member churches and theır representation In the
en Committee and Assemblıes of the WCC deserves Ser10us consıderation.

The WCC describes tself, 1ts eccles1al nature and sıgnıfıcance Dy of ıts Ba-
S15 and wıth the safeguard of the Toronto Statement of the Central Committee » The
UurCc. the urches and the OTL Councıl of hurches« (1950) There it 15 clearly af.
firmed » The member churches of the WCC cons1ıder the relatıonshıp of other churches

the Holy Catholıic urc 1C the Creeds profess aASs ubject for mutual consıdera-
tion. Nevertheless, membership does not that each church must regar' the other
member churches 4S churches In the and full of the WOrd«.

ı4 Our understandıng of thıs statement 1S that the member churches of the WCC and
the OX Churches in particular, respect the sovere1gnty of each other's ecclesiolog1-
cal teachıngs. The Councıl has ecclesiologıcal posıtıon of ıts OW

The Orthodox perce1ve that the WCC 1S drıfting AWAY from the Toronto Statement
through SOMNC of ıts TOSTAMMNECS and methodologıies. For us the Toronto Statement
remaılns d essential ceriterion for particıpation and membershıp in the WCC Any
eventual re-assessment of the Toronto Statement in the 19 of the experience of the
forty yYCals in the ecumenı1cal cshould not undermiıine contradıct thıs unda-
mental criteri10n.

13 The Orthodox have COoMMOn understanding In relation their partıcıpatıon In
the WCC They follow the recommendatıons of the -  rd Preconcıilıar an-Orthodox
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Conference (1986) » The Orthodox Church122  Dokumente  Conference (1986): »The Orthodox Church ... faithful to her ecclesiology, to the identity  of her internal structure and to the teaching of the undivided Church, while participating  in the WCC, does not accept the idea of the »equality of confessions< and cannot consider  Church unity as an inter-confessional adjustment. In this spirit, the unity which is sought  within the WCC cannot simply be the product of theological agreements. God alone calls  every Christian to the unity of faith which is lived in the sacraments and the tradition, as  experienced in the Orthodox Church« (para. 6).  14. The Orthodox Church believes its own teaching and hierarchical structure to be  based on an unbroken Tradition, which has been transmitted from generation to genera-  tion since the Apostolic times through the centuries. It participates in bilateral und mul-  tilateral dialogues through the WCC and the ecumenical movement. It does this because  it is committed to the search for Christian unity. Therefore its presence and active parti-  cipation is not merely a metter of »courtesy«.  15. »The Orthodox Church, which unceasingly prays >»for the union of all<, has taken  part in the ecumenical movement since its inception and has contributed to its formation  and further development. In fact, the Orthodox Church, due to the ecumenical spirit by  which she is distinguished, has, throughout history, fought for the restoration of Christian  unity. Therefore, the Orthodox participation in the ecumenical movement does not run  counter to the nature and history of the Orthodox Church. It constitutes the consistent ex-  pression of the apostolic faith within new historical conditions, in order to respond to  new existential demands« (Third Preconciliar Pan-Orthodox Conference, 1986, para. 6).  16. The Orthodox Churches understand the WCC as churches gathered in faithfulness  to the calling of the Holy Spirit that we are all invoking. The WCC in a unique way has  become part of the life and experience of our churches.  II. Some Problems for the Orthodox in the WCC  17. It is in this spirit that the Orthodox consider the issue of the involvement of the  WCC with other religions. Commitment to dialogue among Churches with the goal of the  unity of all Christians can and should be extended to dialogue with other religious tradi-  tions. The Orthodox have a long and living experience with members of other religions.  Respect for humanity of others and their sincerely held convictions calls for increased ef-  forts at understanding and peaceful relations, and, wherever possible and appropriate, co-  operation in areas of mutual concern. But this cannot mean that Christian churches acting  through WCC agencies should be compromised in their central Christian commitments.  The Orthodox hold that any syncretistic accommodation in WCC activities is inappro-  priate and contradicts the central affirmations and goals of the ecumenical endeavour. In  particular, the recent practice of having representatives of other faith traditions at  Assemblies and other expressions of ecumenical endeavour is welcomed, so long as the  representatives of other religions are not invited to serve on drafting committees for the  preparation of WCC documents. The dialogue with other religions ought not to compro-ar her eccles10l0ogy, the identity
of her internal iructure and the teachıng of the undıvıded Church, 1ie particıpatıng
in the WCC does nOoL aCcept the 1dea of the ‚equalıty of cConfess10nNs<« and Cannot consıder
Church unity dSs inter-confessional adjıustment. In thıs spırıt, the unıty 1C 18 sought
wıthın the WCC Cannot sımply be the product of theologıcal agreements. God alone Ca
CVCIY Christian the unıty ofE3 1S 1vVve!l In the sacraments and the tradıtion, AS

experienced in the Orthodox Church« (para.
The Orthodox Church belleves 1fs OW. teachıng and hlierarchica be

ase‘ unbroken Tradıtion, 16 has been transmıiıtted from generatıon SCHCIA-
t10n SInCe the Apostolic times oug the centurIies. It partiıcıpates in bilateral und mul-
tilateral dialogues oug the WCOCC and the ecumenı1cal does thıs because
1t 1S commıtted the search for Chrıistian unıty. Therefore ıts and actıve partı-
cıpatıon 1S not merely etter of »COUTLESY«.

15 » The Orthodox Church, 1C unceasıngly >for the uUun1ıo0n of all< has taken
D In the ecumenı1cal Ssince ıts inception and has contributed 1fs formatıon
and further development. In fact, the Orthodox Church, due the ecumenı1cal spiırıt by
1C che 15 dıstingu1shed, has, throughout hıstory, fought for the restoration of Chrıstian
unıty Therefore, the Orthodox partıcıpation in the ecumenı1cal does nOoTt
Counter the nature and hıstory of the Orthodox Church constitutes the consıistent
pression of the apostolıc faıth wıthın 1919  S hıstorical condıtions, In order espond
H:  < ex1istential demands« (Thırd Preconcılıar Pan-Orthodox Conference, 1986, Dara 6)

The Orthodox urches understand the WCC 4S churches gathered In faı  ulness
the callıneg of the Holy pırı that all nvokıng The WCC In un1que WaY has

become of the 1ıfe and experlıence of OUT churches.

Ome Problems for the Orthodox In the WCC

BA It 15 In this spirıt that the Orthodox consıder the 1ssue of the involvement of the
WCC wiıth other religions. Commitment dıalogue < 40010)0834 urches wıth the goal of the
unıty of all Christians and cshould be extended dıalogue wıth other rel1g10us tradı-
10nN5S. Ihe Orthodox have long and lıyiıng Experience wıth members of other rel1g10ns.
Respect for humanıty of others and theır sincerely held CONVvVIcCt10ONS calls for increased ef-
forts al understandıng and peaceful relations, and, wherever possible and approprIate,
operation in RN of mutual CONCETIN But thıs 1901 that Christian churches actıng
through WCC agencıles should be cCompromıised in their central Christian commıtments.
The Orthodox hold that an Yy syncretistic accComMmMoOdatıon in WCC actıvit1es 15 Nappro-
priate and contradıcts the central affırmatıons and goals of the ecumenical endeavour. In
particular, the recent practice of havıng representatiıves of other faıth tradıtıons al
Assemblıes and other eXpress1ions of ecumenıical endeavour 1s welcomed, long 4S the
representatiıves of other relıg10ns not invıted SCIVC raftıng commıttees for the
preparation of WCC documents. TIhe lalogue wıth other relıg10ns 0Ug NOTL COMPTO-
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m1se the dentity of the WEGE€E dASs councıl of Christian Churcheé, d ıf SCIVCS roaden
the understandıng of the member churches regardıng the varlıety of rel1g10us and 1OMN-

rel1210uUs tances in the WOT oday and in promoting 1alogue between Christians and
members of other rel1g10ns.

18 The Orthodox welcome the Itforts of the WCC ddress the question of the rela-
tionship of the churches the WOTr and dIC gratefu for the INanYy opportunities gıven us

explore that relatıonshıp in PTOSTANUNG: such d>5 »Justice, eace and the ntegrity of
Creation«. HowevVver, the theme of the Seventh ssembly, »Come, Holy Spiırıt Renew
the ole Creation«, d 1t W as developed in SOMEC eXpress10ns, provokes usSs CÄDICSS
cCOonvıctions about the topıc. The Orthodox understand the Kıngdom of God d 30d rul-
ing W! OVCT the olje WOT. The savıng work of Jesus 15 has broken the AAA
of evıl and demonic in the WOT. and the work of the Holy DIrı 15 manıfest
Kıngdom and lordshıp 4S actiıve realıty transformıng and transfigurıng the WOT. the
full Sservice of (G0d and Hıs PUTIDOSCS. Thus, the ole creation 1s sustaiıned and renewed
Dy the Holy pırı However, the Holy pırı dwells unıquely and in ulness in the ıfe otf
the Church enablıng the ulness of COommuUuUnNn1lON between God and humanıty ogether wıth
the rest of creation. The Orthodox hold that extireme emphasıs ON eiıther of these poles 1S

dıstortion of the Christian al and WOU call uUuDON the WCC cultivate
In ıts delıberationes of the Holy Spirıt s actıon both wıthın the Church and in the ole
of creat1on. er, acknowledgment of the Holy Spiırıt s eadıng of the churches HE  S

and TeSsS understandıngs and experliences 0Ug NO be presented dSs invalıdatiıng
contradıcting the guldance of the Holy Drı g1ven the Church In the past d embodie‘
in the Church s Iradıtion. Kingdom 15 realıty eady present, but 1C must
also be progress1ively fulfiılled and revealed. We uUursc the WCOCC through ıts agencles nNnOoL

OW itself uccumb extremist tendencıles in eıther dırection when it consıders the
relatıonshıp of the churches the WOr.

19 The Orthodox Tradıtion 15 full of examples of involvement In actıvıtıes of Soc1i1al
character and in actıve defense of the dıgnıty of the human DCISON. Thıs 1s ecalled in
the » Decisions of the -  rd Preconcıiliar an-Orthodox Conference« where it 15 stated
that » The Orthodox Church apprecılates thıs multidimens1ional actıvıty of the WCC and
ulLYy Cooperates In these ] fıelds, wıthıin the lımıts of her possibilıties« (para How-
CVECT, several OCCAaS1IONS, the Orthodox have had agaınst tendency wıthın the
WCC towards one-s1ided »horizontalism« 16 tends disconnect soclal, polıtical,
envıronmental problems from OUT cCOomMMmMIıtmen the Gospel of Jesus Christ Such ONC-
S1 horizontalısm acceptance of UutOoNOMY of secular 1fe The Orthodox
bellıeve that aspect of ıfe 15 auftonoOomous I disconnected from the Christians confes-
S10N of the Incarnatıon and ıts COM  CC the gift of the dıvıne 1ıfe 1n the image of the
Holy Trinty. It 1s because bellıeve In the Incarnatıon and the rnını that COMN-

mıtted problems ofJustice, and the integrity of creati1on.

The Orthodox must ONCE agaın reıterate theır position the meaning of the eucha-
FLSELC cCommunıion ıt regards the nature of the Church anı the ecumenical endeavour.
The Eucharıst 15 the SUPTCMEC expression of the unıty of the Church and not INcanls
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towards Christian unıty. are' belıef, are' eccles1al order, are! eccles1ıal ıdentity
manıfested and expressed In theır ulness oUg the Eucharıst. (nven thıs under-

standıng of the Eucharıst there 15 only Eucharistıic Communion, and there be
somethıing »Inter-communilon« SINCE that term ogether wıth the practice 1f
designates 1s contradıction. T0O chare in the CUD 1ıle stil] maıntaınıng unda-
mental dıfferences In faıth, order and minıstery does not make the Orthodox, be-

it violates maJjor element of the meanıng and s1ıgnıfıcance of the Eucharıst. We
genumely suffer about the fact that sharıng the chalıce 15 nOot yel possible ın OUI ecumenl1-
cal strıving and regreit misunderstandıngs thıs matter 1C IMaYy have Ooccured urıng
OUT ecumenı1ıcal pilgrimage in the WCC Thus, In OUT presently STL dıivided condıtıon, the
Orthodox INaYy 8(0)1 in consclence extend OTr espond invıtations involving »eucharıstic
hospitalıty«. We ook OrWAar! the day when OUT are' faıth, order and fellowship 111
requıre and permit sharıng the CUD 4S the hıghest manıfestation of OUuT unıty

HIl. Towards Improved Orthodox Participation In the Ecumenical
Movement

21 The Orthodox Urc 4S kolnon1a of ocal churches transmıts the eachıing of the
Church the people of God (pleroma) the 0CCa and regional levels Its contribution

the ecumenı1cal Vvis1ion only be artiıculated and fulfılled when it 15 involved the
»ground« eve sharıng and exchangıng relationshıps wıth other Chrıistian urches and
MOvements 1n actıon, in the wıtness, the CONCEINS, eic

The Orthodox thınk that their partıcıpatıon in the ecumenıical WOUuU be
reatly improved if INOTEC attention WeIC devoted preparatıon of clergy and [ay men

and In ecumenical ISSUECS. Living d do in pluralıstic socletles, aSspects of
OUT Chrıstian 1ıfe ave ecumenical dimension hıch requıres traınıng and educatıon at
all levels Ecumenical particıpatiıon WOULU also be helped ıf the Orthodox earne‘ know
INOTC about ONe another make inter-O:  Odox collaboratıon INOIC fruntful

23 In the last decades, there has been nNnNewW interest In the Orthodox faith the
of mMan It 15 the duty of the OX espond this by takıng VE ser10usly theır
responst1bilıt wıitness Orthodoxy In ıts purıty Thıs mphıes permanent distınction
between the fundamental and the secondary, continuous lıve in accordance
wıth the doctrines confessed in the aspects of daıly ıfe In other words,
improved Orthodox partıcıpatıon in the ecumenıical search for the unıty of Christians
that OUT wIitness the WOT'! INa y be redible mplıes Continuous CONversi1o0n of the
Orthodox permanently purıfıed Orthodoxy.

The PIOCCSS of CONtUNUOUS eepening of their OW. Orthodoxy should ead the
Orthodox NOoTLt sımply espond the questioning of CVCI enewed historical context
but takı Inıtiatiıves themselves in Man Yy aIicas of modern ıfe Thıs WOU. certamly
contrıbute iImprove OX involvement In the WCC and prevent SOMIMC of the MIS-
understandıngs that the Orthodox often deplore.
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7 It 18 OUT belef that the Orthodox have much contrıbute in the ecumenı1cal
vement. It 1s therefore hıghly desirable that they develop INOTEC and INOTC WItnessing,
MLSSLONAFY mentalıity.

Thıs 15 all the LNOTC NECCECSSALY in Context where proselytism In Varıo0us forms 1Ss
rıfe Many Orthodox urches, due persecution, have been weakened and theır
weakness 1s DICY these Varıo0us forms of proselytism. The latter should bDe denounced
wıth V1g0ur. In partiıcular, the Orthodox should call theır partners in ecumenı1cal
dialogue denounce themselves the untfaır actıon of SOMIC of theır OW »MISSIONATIES«,
thus avoldıng fagrant contradıcthon between ffıcıal language aAMONS »SIster churches«
called »COMTMNIMMON WItINESS« and actual practice k 7 amounts »unchurching« the
Orthodox Christians.

However, ap from the indıspensable e  s, the MOST potent these
deplorable sıtuations 1s IECOVECILY of purıfied, well-ınformed, responsıble Orthodoxy

the of the Orthodox concerned. In carryıng thıs work, they need the help of all, in
partıcular the of theır partners ın the WCC

»May WCe, DYy the W of the Holy Spirıit, be sustained fo the commiıtment
of Christians towards the visıble unity«

Geneva, September 1991


