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The sanctifyıng of the Holy Spirıt
according St John Chrysostom*

Von Gennadios LimourIs, Genf

Prolegomena
10 gel acquainted wıth the immense 1terary output of John Chrysostom requıres

deal of tıme, but 1S worth-whıiıle The richness of the ubject matter and the SpONTaNCOUS
rhetoric charm the reader; the plety and spirıtual awakenıng he provokes do not dıffer
from the sentiments evoked ın hıis contemporarıes Dy his »golden ‚(0)  « He elıghts in

commenting the g mMYSteErYy of dıvıne CCONOMY . plan for the salvatıon of hıs

roya. 1119  - He eals at length wıth the work of the 1r PCISON of the Trinıty
in the WOT. d the SOUTITCC of sanctification, the »O1KON0MOS«, wıthın the body of Chriıst
that 15 the Church »Ihe Holy Spirıt out all o11ts; it SUMMONS prophecıes,
perfects priests; it has ug w1isdom the unlettered, sent forth fishermen d

theologıians; ıt buıllds the ole of the institution that 185 the Church«!
The Holy Spirıt's W of sanctification Was the iınge 1C turned lovıng

communıon wıth the fırst INan and the fırst When or1gınal SIN abolished this rela-

tionshıp, the Holy Spirıt continued ıts work, preparıng the re-approachment of I1Nan

God through hadowy apparıt1ons in the Old lTestament and the pre-Chrıistian WOT. and

hrough authentic »indwellıng« (EUTOAÄTTEUVOLIC) ın the faıthful of Christ’s Church?.
Thıs gift »surpassıng all intellıgence« of lovıng kındness towards those who have

»put Chrıst«, makes them yuseful vessels« (EUXPNOTA OKEUN) of the Word, »chıildren
of lıght« (MWTOUOPQE TEKVO), »partiıcıpators in the diviıne ‚« (KOLVWVOUC DEIAC
DUGEWC)

The Holy Spirit and creation

The mMYStTeTY, »hı1idden ın the rock of apCS«, of divine CCONOINY Was brought pass wıth
the lıvely into the WOT. of the pCeTrSONS of the Trinıty. »Father, Son and Holy Spirıt
wrought salvatıon for US« (ALEVEIUATO TNV ÜTED NUOV OIlKOVOULOAV) Say> John

T hıs Was delıvered al the Tenth International Conference Patristic Studıes, Oxford, England,
B7 S August 1987

Hymn of the €eas! of Pentecost (Idyomelon).
John Chrysostom, Sermon the atıvıty of Jesus Christ 56, 363; SCC also Emereau, Melanges

de Philosophie byzantıne, EOr (192 e { (Chrıstmas Sermon); Rado, Die Ps Chrysostomische Hom1i-
hıe the atıvıty of Christ, 7K  - (1932) 82—83; Schoder, St Chrysostom and the date of Christ’'s
atıvıty, (1942) the texfi of the SEeTINON ifırms »AEUTEDOV AQOV EaUT@ KATAOCKEVLAOAC

EÖOC C@OVTO EK IIVEDLUATOCG AyIov ÖL EAaUTOD TNV OIKOVEVEICV NOEV«
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Chrysostom”. Excludıing the isolated actıon of each dıvıne Person, he S,
characterIistically, that „where OIlC hypostasıs of the trınıty 1S present, the ole Trinity
15 present; for eıng undıvıded, ıt 1S MOst perfectly unıted«*.

The actıon of the Holy Spirıt in the WOT. 15 radual and progressI1ve. Iter the bond
of love between God and the first Ian and Wäas$s mortally loosened that love In
the Holy Spiırıt Ian Wäds$s epr1ıve of the Spirıt's9 because God »WIthdraws
the of the Spirıt because he 1S wıth US« (AVAOTEAAÄEI TOU N VELUATOC TNV
YOAPIV, ETNELIOOAV NULV OpYICETAL)?.

The unıversalıty, In time and that 15 1Ve' Dy the eucharıstic MYS(TETY, permıits
St John Chrysostom accept the unıfyıng actıon of the Holy Spirıt CVCIMN In the WOT. of
the Gentiles and PDagahns »What 1S the OMNC OdYy It 1S the faıthful everywhere In the
9 In the past, present and future eing Liıkewise the Just lıving before Christ’s
ADDCATANCE dIC OMNC bDody« (TL Ö EOTILV EV  P- TOWOUO,; OIl NAVTAXOD TNC OLKOVUMEVNC MIOTOL
Kl ÖVTEC Kl VEVOUEVOLI Kl ECTÖMEVOL. TIalı Kl Ol NDO TNG TOU X DIOTOD NAPOVTLAC
EV  Dn TOMO EI0ÜS

Durıing the long nıg of man’s apOSstasy from God, the atter’s lovıng providence
prepare hrough the faınt OT strengthened actıon of the Spirıt salvatıon In the PCISON of
Jesus Christ In the Old Testament the MYSteErYy of salvatıon 15 prefigured, especılally the
MYSterYy of the Eucharist’, the chıldren of Israel dIC led Dy prophetic words® OT by
legalıstic cCommandments, usıng both miraculous and worshipful

Moreover, there aIic certaın announcements Dy God of the future outpourıng of the Holy
Spirıt.« And ıt COMMEC DaASS afterward, that wıll POUT oOut spirıt all flesh«
(07< Z.26) The Holy Spirıt, 4C appeare only partıally and sporadıcally uggest
the MYSTETY of ECONOMYy, Was overtly proclaımed by the archangel N the »DOWCI of the
mighty« that WOU. overshadow the Vırgıin Mary and here CONCEIVE the Savıour
of Israel

Durıng Hıs 1fe earth, the Lord Q1VveESs Hıs dıscıples exceptional WI work
mIliracles hrough the authorıty and guldance of the Holy Spirıt, but it Wäds only tem-
DOTATY g1ift »IOr A yeLl the Spirıt had NOotTt been o1ven, because Jesus Was 8(0)1 yel glorified«

7:39) The full outpourıng of the Spıirıt, perfecting and perce1vable CVCN wıth the
SCNSCS, the »pouring out all flesh« accordıng the prophecy of Joel, took place In the
WOT. the day of Pentecost the Church’s bırthday.

Sermon the Pentecost: 50, 456
Homely the Romans 13  0O 60, 519; SCC 1Iso Mean, des homelıies qu«C Jean Chrysostome

prononces SUTr le premier chapitre de 1’Epitre au X Romaıins, Neuchätel 1930; Jesiu Macıas, La doctrina
de la JustificacıOn e] Comentarıo de S. Juan CTySOStomus, Dıss. Greg Rome 951

Sermon the Pentecost: 50, 457
Hom the Gospel of i John, E 2 59, 361: cf. Hom 31 Z 59, 284; Hom agaınst the Jews 6,
48,

Sermon the atıvıty of Jesus Christ 53 328 The offering of TEAl and wıne of Melchisede
{O Abraham 18 interpreted by St John hrysostom ASs aCTt gulded DYy the Holy Spiırıt.

in Petr 1:21 »For the prophecy Came NOT In old time by 11l of INan but holy INen of God spoke d
they WEeTC moved Dy the Holy Ghost.«
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Pentecost A the mMYSterYy of the divine revelatıon

Man’s diısobedience wıth regard God Was not Just ega. ITalr, but brought about
ontologıcal alteratıon in human nature umankın became subordinate ea and

EeCAay, from 16 only OMNIC IWI COU SdVC hım » { ll call mınd the ({ of the
Lord, yeah, wıll remember thy wonders of old« (Ps (N AAAOTWOTIC TOU
YWIioTtTov).

The g1ven DYy (G0d the PIOCCSS of eCcay and transforms the rottenness of
human nature and of the WOTr. For thıs IcCason Christ »havıng COMEC and all the
condıtions of CCONOMY COUT behalf«? E purıfie, wıth Hıs DUIC 00 the churchgoer
»Irom the demons«. Chrysostom MoOost aptly remarks: >Chriıst havıng &(0)83(= her deN: and
(010081 her unclean, squalıd, na.  e so1lled wıth 00 washed her, anoılnted her, fed her,
garbed her and He 1s rıngıng her the eavenly kıngdom«".

However, thıs purıfıcatıon by Chrıst and the blessings 1C flow from ıt dIC treasured
UD in strength In the mystic body of Christ, the Church, and aAIc bestowed WOTI-

hıpper only Dy the Holy Spiırıt", 1C assembles the church organısm into ole
»Just dS«, he 5SdyS, ythere 15 spırıt bındıng al OTSans into ONC body and makıng ole
of dıfferent members, it 1Ss here: thıs end the Spirıt Was g1ven, in order unıte, Dy
Varıo0us 1vided unıts«*.

The day of Pentecost 15 the day of the revelatıon of the Holy Spırıt in the WOT. and
the dawn of the creat10n« of umankın! » T ’herefore, ıf aNyONC 15 in Christ, he 1S

NC  S creatıon; the old has passed AWAdY, behold, the 11C'  S has COIMNC« 2 Cor SE/ )Ee The
Holy Spirıt renders partiıcıpatory the blessings of the renewal eMeEeCIEl Dy Christ It 1s Of-
ere.| as boundless SOUTCEC of 1ıfe » [hıs SOUTCEC 18 shared out soul II the
alıthful, yel ıt 15 NOot dımınıshed:; it 15 shared, yel not it 15 iragmented but nOot lessen-
ed 10 al ıt 15 g1ven whole, and each ONC whole«1*4 It acts N permanent Pentecost
wıthın the Church, 16 1S capable of reforming, transformıng and transfigurating the
ole of creatıon. »Not only wıll ıt extend everywhere in the unıverse, but also
everywhere In time«)

The Lord’s dısciples, after the promıise of the comıng of the Paraclete, OMNCC they WeEIC
fiılled wıth the Holy Spirıt, poured or into the WOT. They acted d OISans of the Spirıit,
1C precede: them and moved the souls of the faıthless DIELYy For they WCGI® NOTL

Prayer of the naphora In John Chrysostom’s Dıvıne Liturgy
er Hom the Psalms I, 55 » EAOmvV (Ö PIOTOC EIC TO KATWYIOV AQÜUTAGC ( EKKAÄNGIAGC,

Kl EDUDWV DUNWOAV, alXUÖOTAV, YuuVNV, TEDQUUEVNV aIuUaTI EAOUOEV, NAEIWEV, ODawWEV, £EVEOUDOEV
IUATIOV, J0 V E0DpEON vaı ETEDOV ODK £VI aüUtTY VEVOUMEVOC NEDILOAN, Kal AaßOV AQUTNV AvaydyeEI
NPOC TNV OVDPAVIAV Bagcılhsiav«.

(: John Karmiris, The Ecclesiology of the TreEe Hıerarchs, Athens 1962 (ın Greek).
(1 Hom the Epıistle the Ephesians 9, 3I 409

13 (T Hymn of the atıns f Sunday, 1lon » Ayıco ITIvevuartı Aca  m. KTIOIC KAIVOLPYET
NAAIVOÖPOUOÜTA EIC TO NMDWTOV K P

(F Hom the cts of the Apostles 60, MO E
S Hom the Psalms 44 , ÖI 203: SCC Iso QOuasten, The Confliect of arly Christianı ıth the
Jewiısh Temple Worship, Theological Studies (1941) 481—487
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precede Dy but by the of the Spırıt and 1fs manıfestation Dy miracles cried
Ouft wıth LLIOTC re‘: than allıy trumpet«

They confirmed the ITru: al not only wıth mıracles but by proclaımıng the 00d
News of spiırıtual re| and the forg1veness of S1115 << They took wıth them fıre burn

the S11NS$ of the WOT. and WIDC Ouft all (ranSsgress10Ns Just d fıre fallıng thorns 1ll
WIDC them Out recklessliy, the of the spırıt ‚wamped the S1115 of umankınd«

The apostolıc per10d 15 characterised Dy aMazZ1IN£ the part of the Holy
Spırıt In the assemblıes of Christians the of the Spiırıt 15 manıfested Dy dıversI1ı-
LYy of g1fts Cor 11) The »DOWCIS« (OUVVAUEIC) »oOperations« (EVEDYNUATOA) OT

»gifts« (XAPIOUATO, sSıtuatıon rıfe wıth the VaT1IOUsSs manıfestations of the Spirıt
Wıth the PaSSıng of tiime these SIVC WdYy aSCEeL1Cc1SM theologıcal eic

The Holy Spiırıt A1111S5 al the sanctıfıcatıon of the ole INan embracıng all HIS
psychosomatıc functions and capabılıties It takes hold of the mınd dıspersed and full of
iıllusıons and fictions and eal 1t the g1' he1ights of Chrıstian eology » By
the Spırıt ONC there Was the word of w1ısdom another the word of know-
ledge« UMEV Vap ÖLOOTAI O10 TOU T VELUOATO VOC GOQMIOC, AAA ÖE OVOC
YVOOEWC,  1  18

TUe w1ısdom and iIrue owledge stem irom the revelatory W of the Holy Spırıt
The Church 15 organısed and governed Dy Nd1v1duals singled Out the Chrıstian COIMMM-

MUNnıLYy Dy the spırıt of God »Were the Holy Spirıt nOot present there WOU nOoLt have been
pastors and teachers the church« (Ei T VELUC HV Kl ÖLOÖCdOKAAlOI

C EKKANOILA OQUK nNcav)?.
ese Spirıt--tılled IMNenN teach theır »rational flocks« of the Church mıiılıtant and for-

mulate the truths of the faıth 1ı doctrinal CanNnOoNs »I'’hrough the Holy Spirıt the wealth
of dıvıne owledge 15 wealth of contemplatıon and w1iısdom Through ıt the Word
reveals al] the doctrines of OUT athers &‘ Say>S the hymn FoOor A »the Son and the
Holy Spırıt alone have Oroug and perfect owledge of hım (the Father)«“' the holy
athers elr defence agaınst heresies need the owledge that irom above { It
15 becomiıng that should have the ame of the Spiırıt not only order draw out

SWOTd but devour Dy 1re that wıicked rOOT (TWV AVOULOV)«* The struggles agaınst
heresies A far d martyrdom aATC the object of hymnal COMpPOSI1IL0NS the 1e
of PUTC worship“

Hom the cts of the postles
Sermon the Pentecost 465A
Ibıd 4003 A
Ibıd
Hymn from the Orthodox hymnography, the 1T' antıphonon Ton
Hom the Incomprehensıble Nature of G0d 48 AT
Ibıd 463
Hymn of doxastıkon of the Vespers of the Sunday of the Holy Fathers »Tac ONUMEDOV TOU

IIVEDUATOC GAANIYYAG, TOUC OEOWOPOVC ITIaTEDAC AÄVEDLONUNGWUEV TOUC UEAWÖNDOAVTAC EV UEO.  W  r TNGC
EKKÄNOIAGC OC EVApPUOVIOV DEOAOYVIAC <<
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Ihe given In the sacraments by the Holy Spirıt
In the »holy myster1es«, the Sacramen(tSs, the Spiırıt has central place In them, PIaYy
the Father send the of the Holy Spirıt hrough the Son We ask for the 1sıble

o1ving of the invisıble divine (E1 UEV Vap ATOUATOC . VYvuVa QV  344 AvTA G OI Ta
ACOMUATO ÖOPA, ETELIÖN E OVUTNÄEKETAL WUXN EV aLloONTOIC Ta VOonNTtTAa TOlI

NAPAÖLOWOTI)
The sacramental acT, Dy 1C| ONC 15 incorporated into the mystıcal body of the Church

of Christ, 15 Holy Baptısm Durıing the» »through the words of the priest and
hrough hIs hand, the Holy Spirıt 1S called down and in exchange CINOVECS completely the
staın of SIN and ıng of the old garment of SIN and putting the roya. robe«2> In thıs
introductory Ssacrament the NCW creation In Christ, whereın the W of SIN 1S utterly
broken and »Justice, sanctıfıcatıon and adoption« AF conferred, the holy Father
recognIıses ole ladder of spırıtual ascent » I’hose who, before yesterday, WECIC CaD-
tıves, aAIc 19{0}  S free INenNn and cıtizens of the Church: those who WeTITC ormerly In the Samıe
of SIN dIC 10  S gıven the hıgh of speech and Justice. Not only aIic they free, but also holy

and Just and SONS and inherıtors and brethren of Chriıst and co-inheritors
and members and emples and OTgans of the Spirit«“', And 1f all who arlılse

Irom baptısm take also of the Lord’s table, then »JIıke Christ imself, dressed thus In robes
of healıng 1ıke earthly angels everywhere and reflecting the rays of the sun«28
The need for thıs contrıbuted the institution of infant baptısm »At any rate,
for thiıs ICason baptıze CVen children, though they have SINS, that they INaYy
quıre sanctıfiıcation, Justice, fılıal adoption, inherıitance, brotherhood, and become
members of Christ and the of the Spirıt« (TO KATOILKNTNDIOV VEVEOOaI TOU
IIvevuatoc)*.

Thıs Sacrament 15 accompanıed by the Sacrament of Chriısmation (confirmation), In
1C. the bestowal of the Holy Spirıt 1S INOTE evident: »1t anoımnt the ole
body Dy that spırıtual o1l, that all the members INaYy be protected through the anoıntıing
and become unconquerable, Imperv10us the aAaITOWS shot Dy the adversary«°, The
characteristic phrase pronounced durıng the chrismation of the neophyte certifies the

of the Holy Spirıt: » T he seal of the gift of the Holy Spiırıt, Amen.«
Partıcıpation in the Sacraments 15 ng of the Taıthful, but their cConsecratiıon

belongs partıcular class of believers appominted Dy the Holy Spirıt hrough the d-
ment of Holy er » T hose welling earth WeTeC permıitted g1ven celestial mat-

Hom the Gospel of Sft Matthew, 62 SC Iso €eyNn, La doctrine morale de ean Chrysostome ans
le Commentaire SUT Matthıeu eft SCS affınıtes VeEeC la dıatrıbe, Revue Universit. Ottawa (1975) 5—25S5;

Baptısmal Catechese Z 25 SOUuUrFrces Chretiennes DC) (1957/). 147
Baptismal Catechese S 6, (1947), 154
Ibıd 3: 5: 153
Ibıd 2’ Z 149
Ibıd., 3: 6, 154
Ibıd 2 147
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ters and rece1ved authorıty gıven DYy (30d neıther angels 191018 archangels«*'.
St Chrysostom cons1ıders the rank of priesthood be the hıghest honour and responsı1bilı-

wıth Z0!  Yy w1isdom he eals wıth the ubject al length In HIS eITIIMONS All f those
who have rece1ved callıng thiıs ervice and irrıgate the Church wıth the prings of
sanctıification, have rece1ved thıs rank hrough other spırıtual hypostasıs than the Holy
Spirıt. »L he (sacrament of) priesthood 15 celebrated earth, but has the rank of the
eavenly eg10Ns FoOor neıther INCNH, 1910)8 angels, NOT archangels, NOT anıy other created
W  > but the Paraclete himself rdered thıs celebratıon and the angels take CatTe of Hıs
diakon1i1a«**. Thıs ervıice (dıakon1a) 1S supernatural and fearful. that wıthout the help
of (G0d they WeTC In danger of eing annınılate' » YOU do NnOtL know that human soul
GVT held that fıre of sacrıfiıce wıthout rıisk of al eing utterly annıhılated, WeIC ıt NOL fOor
the help g1ven Dy the of God«°. 15 NECCSSALY for the celebrant be In
state of spırıtual condıtioning and eadıng holy lıfe, for »1t Was not ıre he Wäds>s ring1ing
down, Dut the Holy Spirıt« (EOTNKE OU TÜ KATAQEDWV AAlAd TO VEDUCO TO
VIOV S

Knowing the spiırıtual enefit obtaınable from the sacramentSs, John Chrysostom not

1y eXamınes them in In hIs pastoral SCITINON\NS, but »CVETIY LO:  « In order
rıng hIs flock the OUTCECS of sanctıfıcatlion. the pomint where he expounds the
savıng W of the sacrament of Penance (confess10n), he concludes wıth paternal plea
» FOT thıs TCcason ENMTEAT,; DIAaYy and esecch yOou Confess your S1NS) continually
God«. »TCThe al OW/! the poss1bilıty of eing rıd of theır SINS the WI of
bındıng and 00s1Ing g1ven Dy Chrıst the postles. Moreover, the bıshop 1S the steward
(o01konomos) of penitence«®,

Iso another realm of the communıty 1fe of the al  u 9 Chrysostom aCccords
sacramental character. Marrıage 1S »a lıttle church« (UIKDO EKKAÄNDGIA But it 15 tirue
that the »MYSterYy of marrıage 1S great«. And John Chrysostom uUsSscs the eautı Dpicture
of the relatiıonshıp between the oırl and her parents durıng the wedding »And all
the paın that the parents SUTIere:| for theır aughter 1ll NOtLt be forgotten partıcularly when
che wıll bear « In thıs WAaY he Justifies the words of St{ Paul » [hıs MYSteTY
1S grealt« (Eph 5:32) galn, SINCEe the nuptual un1ıon 15 ase!\ love, of unapproachable
nature and dimens10ns, marrıage 1S called the »Sacrament of love«”, celebrated ell
under the guıdance of the Holy Spirıt.

If each of these sSsacraments requıres the and renewing actıon of the Holy
Spirıt, ıt 15 ın the Holy Eucharıist that the fullest degree of sanctıfıcatıon 15 reached, that
1S, the unbreakable incorporatıon of the cCommunıcants wıth the dıyıno-human body of

ST John Chrysostom, On the Priesthood, 4T 3873 B(
Ibıd., 682
Ibıd 683
Ibıd
Hom the Incomprehensible Nature of God 48, 790
Sermon the (ross and Brigand, 49, 417
Hom the Epistle the Ephesıians: O2 143
Baptısmal Catechese I 1 (1957), Op.C1I 114
(F Hom Marrıage ö51 230; cf. (1957), 114, ote
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Chrıst Wıth the descent of the Holy Spirıt, worldly ıng becomes Spirıt-filled and
1s transformed into vesse] of worship“. On thıs Sacrament John Chrysostom has
eft vast number of and employe: the strongest poss1ible g1ve dea
of the unıon of Our Lord wıth umankınd“

The DCISON »celebrating« (»perfecting«) thıs Sacrament 1S, agaln, the Holy Spirıt. » The
of the Spirıt eing present and overshadowing performs the Oole mystic

sacrıfice«** And the »UDPDCI 10O0OM SeTt for the feast« of Maundy ursday, he wriıtes:
»Then, the ble Wäas not of sılver 1NOT the halıce of gold, Irom 11© Christ DaVC his
discıples hIs 00 but all Wäds$s honourable and fearful, SInce ıt Wäds> filled wıth the
Spirit«*. In the Dıvıne Liturgy Composed Dy John Chrysostom hımself, read the
following supplıcatıon after the consecratıion: » [hat OUT G0d who loves mankınd INaYy
Cept them the holy g11ts) hIis holy and eavenly altar d offering of spırıtual
iragrance and INaYy send down uDON us hıs dıvıne and the gıft of the Holy Spıirıt,
let us DIaYy the Lord .« The althful have the duty unıte first 3801 themselves In the
Naille of Christ’s love and then approac the redoubtable altar of the Lord’s Supper“**
Thıs 15 the altar of OQUT soul, of the bond of OUTrT intellıgence, the hope, the salvatıon, the
1g and Llıfe®
er theır awe-1inspiırıng entanglement wıth Christ in the Eucharıst, they become »Of

ONC body wıth hım and co-Inheritors«*° Wıth the »Lord’s 00 the soul 1S washed
clean, embellıshed and kındled« and the mınd becomes »Drıghter than Iıre«, ıle the soul
becomes »INOTC lustrous than gold«*/. er holy CommunI1on, and Chriıst ‚<<
(EV EOUEV)*S:; ourselves become, Dy, dıyıno-human. When unıte wıth Christ
»JIıke the body wıth the head«”, unıte In unınterrupted brotherly ashıon wıth all
the communıty 1C. has been sanctıfıed In the Holy Spiırıt. Our ne1ghbour »15 YOUT
brother:; he has been TEE.| from the Sa|mne d YOU, he has been called the Sd1I1lec
table«>0 Wıth all these sacramental aCcts, the people of (God havıng become Spirıt-
bearıng (pPneumatophoros, christophoros): proceeding upwards towards the er ıt
becomes dwelling-place of the Holy Trinty: » HOT ıt 15 not wıth gold OT sılver, but wıth
the of the Spiırıt that ıt shines bright and, instead of the tabernacle and the
erubim, has grounde: In it Christ, the Father hıimself and the Paraclete«>!.

(T G. Limouris, TIhe lıturgical symbolısm In Incorporation ıth the Eucharıistıc Chriıst, Strasbourg1983, 382LASZ
Hom the Epistle Tım 15  IN 62; 566 »Qv ATNAGOC UAC O Ol AaAld TUUTNAEKOUMAGL,OUAlL, AETNTÜUVOMUMAI KATa UIKDOV EY®O 0E TUVVOMAIVOUAI42 Sermon the Pentecost 5U, 463

473 Hom the Gospel of St Matthew 50, Ö,
Hom uda JIreason: 49, 382

45 Hom First Epistle {O the Corinthians 24, 5 1, 205 »A ÜT Yap DATNECA TNC WUXNC NUGOV  A Ta
VEUDA, TNC Ö1AVOLAC TUVOÖEOUOC, TNC NAPPNOIAC UROOEGIC, EATIC, TWTNDIA, TO DWC, CwWN«Hom Romans 9 60, AF
4 / Hom the Epistle the Hebrews F3 63, 58
45 Ibıd

Hom Romans 9 60, A
Ibıd., JM 465—466
Hom God for the fallen 47, Z
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The oluntary partakıng of the sacraments of Baptısm Penance and Eucharıst permui(ts
dıvıne act beneficlally the worshıpper »Or the pervadıng of God
transformed the souls wıthout change the ESSCIICC Ousı1a) but ıf had transformed only
the intenltıion WL <&< (nPOALPETLIV)* And Just A the Son and the Holy Spiırıt assısted
the fırst of INan they work together 1O  S the Samnle WdYy wıth the Father for the
ebırth »Of INal, fallen and corrupted hıis flesh«; »IO all who rece1ved hım he DaVC
W become chıldren of God; who WeEIC born, 19{011 of 00 NOT of the wıll of the
flesh NOT of the ll of Man, but of God« (0) 12—13) Before thıs spirıtual rebıirth,
John Chrysostom exclaıms: »O PDUIC throes of labour spırıtual chıld-bırth! novel

bringing-forth! Conception wıthout womb 1r' wıthout bosom 1r' wıthout
es spiırıtual 1r' 1r caused Dy and the lovıng kındness of God
17 of JOY and felicity !«

The frunts of the Holy Spirıt
er the sanctiıfıcatıon of the worshıpper and the resurrect! of the lıkeness of God

Dal excellence another conduct 15 requıred another Wi f lıfe« analogous the
SUPTCMC o1fts bestowed the soul »IOr indeed OUT vestments dIC spiırıtual OUT food
15 spiırıtual and OUT T1n 15 spırıtual consequently OUT works and all OUT ee| should
be spirıtual« For they A the frumnt of the Spiırıt 4S Paul SayS »the fruınt of the Spirıt 15

love OY, kındness, goodness far  ness, gentleness self: control«
Gal Paul refers love the first fruınt of the Holy Spiırıt and the hierarch
lıkewıise ıf precedence OVCTI all the other virtues>°> » LLOVEe 15 the rTOOL the SOUTCC

the mother of all g00d thıngs Liıke rOOL ıf produces myrı1ad branches of Vvirtue ıke
SOUTCC 1t 17 ManYy aters and ıke mother 1t hugs 1fs bosom those who

seek refuge it: «6 Thıs godlıke vıirtue 15 the S18N Dy 1C the followers of Chriıst aIc

recognised » DYy but by love, Chriıst saı1d they WOU be recognised hISs

disciples«>' He who has rece1ved the of the Holy Spirıt has 1Cason be

despondent » L herefore when God Ca OMeEONC faınt hearted what eing COUuU be
sunk faınt heartedness?«>S The reconcılıatıon of INan wıth (G0d spread joyfulness
AC1OSS5 heaven »therefore when angels FC]JO1CC and archangels and the Lord of all heaven-

1y DOWCIS concelebrates wıth what grounds AdIC there eft for despondency?«

Baptısmal Catechese Q(IE (193./); 190
Hom the cts of the Apostles 010
Baptısmal Catechese OIE (195/9, 196
(T Hymn Irmos of Ode, Ton cf Gal E
Hom the Pentecost 4723
(T Isaac the Syrian scet1ic wrılıngs Hom On the Holy Spirıt Thessalonikı 9776 ed by Ki20-

DOUlLOos 35() (ın Greek)
Hom the cts of the Apostles /3
(ST Hom the Resurrection 441
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Gentleness, ONeC of the Lord’s virtues, ıfts u the meek PCISON above earthly and 1sıble

thıngs: »such PCISON 1ll dısdaın all the glory of the present 1ıfe and nothing visıble ll
attract hım for he 11l acquıre other eyes«°®., al and faıthfulness NECCSSaATY for
Justificatıon In Chriıst and for salvatıon aIic also fortified Dy the Holy Spirıt. »Hor thıs
ITCasOIl it 1S called al Ssınce ıt has nothing visıble, but all thıngs Cal be viewed Dy the
CYCS of the spirit«®'. In partıcular, he the EIMANCNCC of self-control »>»We DIaY
constantly for curb, d proceed In well-ordered fashion«°*.

The results of the Comforter’s Vvisıt the postles and dıscıples WEIC 1sıble al
Pentecost. » FOrTr he com{forted them, g100mMYy OVCI the departure of the Lord and full of
despondency; he iıllumınated them hrough hIis personal 1g qalmost fallen, he raısed
them u dispelled the CIOU! of despondency and dissolved theır perplex1ity«®>. Siınce
then, »Irom eadıng of the Scriptures (he bestows) sufficiıent comfort«** »IO saddene:
souls«°>.

The Holy Spirıt strengthens the soul reborn irom above In ıts struggle agaınst the evıl
one° OSse who have been purılle: Dy the (070] of Christ hrough the Holy Spirıt ATeC

free iIrom the W of SIN and firom slavery the pass1o0ns: »IOr f there 15 ]JOY in heaven
and earth OVCT the return of OINlC sınner, NOW much LLOTC 15 there ]JOY In heaven uDON the
snatchiıng of the ole unıverse irom the an! of the devil!«©7. Thanks the Lord’s
ransoming of US, 15 TEE. Dy the Holy Spirıt, and from the state of Javery 1S
led the state of adoption: »NOT only Wäds the pardon of SINS ranted us, but also Justice
and sanctıfıcatıon and adoption«°°. The SOIMNS of G0od Dy dIC brothers of Chrıst and
coinheritors wıth Hım of the ingdom®. Thıs adoption by G0od Q1VvES fiılıal confidence
In OUT PTaVyCIS the sanctified ®: »The Holy Spirıt, capable bestow us much
Justice, wıll fill (us) wıth much fılıal confidence in D- (TO VIOV VEDUO Kl
NAVTAC OUVAUEVOV MOAÄANV E NUTV XAPIEITAL ÖIKAL0OGUVNV KAal MOAANC
EUTÄNGOOGEI NAPPNOIAC /

Thıs wealth of g1ifts of the Spirıt 15 continually enriched Dy another boundless g1ift, that
of hope, 1C contaıns all the virtues and ea the belıever from the tıflıng boundarıes
of thıs WOT. eternity. Through hope, fear of ea 1S »(God) assumed the
first-fruits of OUT nature and BaAVC usSs in return the of the Spirıt . S50, ECVCMN f

|
Baptiısmal Catechese I Sıl.; Op.Cıt., 122
[Ibıd., 2 15 145

62 Ibıd., 31 208
63 Hom the Pentecost 50, 477

Hom the cts of the Apostles 60,
( Hymn of doxastıkon of the Feast of Pentecost.
Baptısmal Catechese Y D \X Cit:: 21329214

6 / Ibıd., SE d 153: cf. also ST John Damascene, Sacra Parallela 95 192767
Hom the Resurrection: 50, 441
Hom the Gospel of St John 59,
Gir Na Arsene the Cappadocian, ed DYy the onastery O; the Sısters i John the Theologian, SOUuU-

rot1/Thessaloniki 197/5, The author descr1ıbes the ıfe of Sr Arsene who Was blessed DYy thıs of (G0d
In permanent actıon of the Holy Spirıt.

Baptısmal Catechese, Al Op.Cit:; 132: SCC Iso $ 3 153
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OMCOMNC LECMNACCS wıth the undyıng WOL, the unquenchable 1ıre and other forms of
hell and punıshment, nOot fear, but know about salvation”®. Albeıt dorned
wıth such spiritual o1ft, 1ıfe earth 1s but the promıise of g00d 1ings COIMLC

»Just d>5, hrough he who has rece1ved engagement 18 heered and full of
al YOU, upON rece1ving the engagement of the Spirıt INcan hIs g11ts oOu

IMNOTEC concerning the proffered go0od things«".

The Holy Spirıit sanctıifies the ole of creation

The holy Church of Chriıst does NOTL work the sanctıfıcatıon of UumankKın! only, but of
the ole creation . And Just 4S creatiıon fell AaWAY wıth the disobedience of the first
Adam, ıt Cal be restored Dy the obedience of the 11CW dam The Holy Spirıt sanctıfles
everything that bears relatıonshıp the believer: tıme, 9 objects. All thıngs Can

be spirıtualısed wıthın theır sphere of actıvıty. galn, thıs 15 transformatıon achleved
Dy the Holy Spirıt; that 1Ss why sanctifyıng rıtual contaıns invocatıon the Holy
Spirıt. As result of thıs conception of the WOT. the Church has developed Vast number
of rites’®, 16 embrace all the manıfestations of human lıfe, ECVCIN the MOST

unimportant'”. The PIayCI book Mega Euchologion of the TINOCdOX Church ab-
solutely reflects that Church’s WOT. VICEW.

John Chrysostom 15 alsSO partısan of thıs VIEW. As example from ONC f
h1Is catechetical sermons’®: »L he of the Spirıt 15 also that 1C sanctıfles the
nature of the waters«"?. Thıs sacred actıvıty of the Spirıt, thıs high-priestly function of ıt
In the Church, washıng AWdY the staın of fallen nature wıth the DUIC (070] of Christ’s SaV-

Ing sacrıfıce, all not be untıl the end of the world®® » [ herefore d Chriıst saıd
concerning ımselfT: Behold wıth yOU all days untıl the end of the ages®, and AdIC

always able celebrate hIis manıfestatıion, a1sO concerning the Spirıt he sa1d that unto

dCS ıt wıll be wıth yOUu and that Call celebrate Pentecost forever«®* Thus nourished

Hom the Pentecost 5O, 4656 A
Hom the Resurrection: 50; 435
Baptısmal Catechese 4, A Op.Cıt., 184
QiE TımZ »FOT creature of (J0d 18 g00d, and nothıng {O be refused, ıf f be received ıth

thanksgıvıng: for ıt 15 sanctıfıed DYy the word of God and DF  «
(T Bobrinskoy, (TIhe rıtes) AYIOOTIKN NPACIC« (The sanctıflıed praXx1s), IhEE (1962) 240 (ın GreekK).

PopoviC, The Orthodox Church and Ecumen1sm, Thessalonikı 197/4, 103 (ın Greek) Fr Justin SVn

Justifies hat In the myster1es of the Orthodox Church CVCII »kyrıe ele1son« 0)14 sımple aCcCTt of PCNANCEC the
inkıng of prayCcClr, all aIic »holy myster1esS« In the MYySLeErYy of the Incarnated Chrıst

Baptısmal Catechese 2 10, Op.CI 138 » TOU IIvVEDvUATOC £EOTIV Kl TV DOATAMV TNV
QUOIV AYIACOVTA«.

Ibıd
80 C1. Apoc l »And he al NO IMN wriıte, blessed, dIiIC they who dIC called 39116 the marrıage SuUuppCI
of the Lamb.«

(4: Wi Arsene the Cappadocian, Op.CI 1412 » I he of (j0d 18 NnOL 1ıke fountaın 1C| ifs WAal
18 dryıng u Dbut 1ıke unexhaustıble

Ibıd
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In the Spirıt and »TeCE1VINg uUuDON As time PAasSsSCS, the passıonate
brıdegroom W, the embraces become INOTE real, the carnal un1ıon becomes INOTE

spiırıtual, ıf lıve soberly«*. Thıs last condıtıon, »11 lıve soberly« 15 the only
human contrıbution the act of salvatıon. It 15 the CONSCIOUS acceptance of Wwiıll,
untıl Christ be formed In uüs Gal 4:1a), takıng the only road 1C the other of
God OllOWEe| »behold, the andadmaı:' of the Lord:; let ıt be accordıng yOUTr
WOTd« 1:38)

3 Hom the Resurrection: 50, 445
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