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Epistle of the Serbian Orthodox Church
the 1700th Anniversary of the Edict of Milan

Ihe Spirit of the Edict 15 still with us!
Behold, the YCar of the Lord’s g0o0dness which has given Taic and ITE celebration: IT

has been gıiven celebrate 700 SINCe the day when the Providence of God spoke
through the holy Emperor Constantine and teedom and Was given the Christian
faith lhis 18 truly special yYCar and special jubilee! For the holy Emperor (Constantine Wds

ordinary Roman CITLDCIOL, ike the others. For his Victory WasSs NOT Victory ike others.
For his Ediect WasSs ordinary royal decree by which SOINCONC, through royal9 15 forced

obey authority. On the contrary: It Wds ll special and Jessed, It W9aS significant and
that today celebrate the light which shone forth wich the Ediect of Milan in 313 and

with the deed of the glorious (lonstantine. Even cthough the entire Christian world 15
celebrating, Orthodox Christians, particularly the faichful people of OUTrTr holy ocal Church,
AL celebrating 1T with DrCaLer JOY, for AaTC honoring the of the First Ecumenical
Counecil,; OUT fellow COUNLIIyYyMAN, Inan who WasSs raised Dy OUTL rlvers anı OUL valleys, warmed
Dy OUT SIl and fed by OUT lands Ihus Say Orthodox Christians, ell]
Christians and OUT rtiends from other faiths who the significance of the Edict of
Milan INaYy this spiritual JOoy an celebration multiply!

OQur Church rightfully boasts of the holy Emperor Constantine. She does NOLT boast only
because he Was born here, in the anclent CIty of Naissus, modern day Nis, but because of
that he SAW anı accomplished. Ihe Nis of that time WaS NOLT SOINC village tucked dWdY, neither
Was IT mighty Rome, NOT anclent Athens, NOT wealthy Corinth, I810)8 cosmopolitan Alexandria.
Nevertheless, God’s Providence, which always works ineffably an glorifies the small iın
WdY5, has granted that INnan and CINDCIOTL, who W0uld in such WdY the M CalNCSS
of Christ and His teaching did (onstantine of Nis,;, would OINC from NONE of these cıtles.
Not being conceited by his descent, he Was glorified for his deeds CIMPDCIOTC and
STatesmManNn, but Arst liberator, and giver of teedom and ftollower of the (oross an Christ.
Ihart W d exactly why he Was NOLT driven by the pride of Roman Org1n, NOT the pride ofanclent
philosophy, NOT the AaITOANCEC of the Corinthians, 181038 the indifterence of the Alexandrians.
Rather, W ds enlightened by the Light of Christ‘s Resurrection and His Victory VT death,

that chrough Christ's (Cross he became orCcater, INOTC glorious, spiritually INOTIEC wealthy and
DTrCaLEr cosmopolitan than ll of his predecessors.

Irue STCALNESS 15 scCH in the ability SCC urther anı deeper, that eneath the lurred
surface SC the clear interlor. Such Was Emperor Constantine an such WasSs his celebrated
Ediet which honor. Seeing the Gladsome Light of the Holy Glory of the eternal heavenly
Father, he SAa W further and clearer than an y of his predecessors the Roman throne. We
know today and Ca  - freely Sa y that he S\A|A W E least /00 In the future. bor immediately
before the glow of the Ediet of Milan the Church and Empire WEeIC chaken by the Diocletian
persecutions, the bloodiest and MOSLT perfidious AY(= Ü Ihose persecutions adorned the Church
with multitude of MAarTLyIS, but they DAVC the en of antıquıity MSGECH cruelty: iın CTa
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that oasted of philosophy, culture aN! civilization, they persecuted, by hire an sword, people
whose only cr'ime Was that they did NOLT elieve in multitude of gods, but in the (JIne an
Only God the Lord Jesus Christ: only because they did NOLT WAant particıpate in the cult
of the rulers but preached love for a ]] ESK=CN Just when IT seemed that antıquity would
ingloriously finish ItSs glorious COUTISC ın the blood of the Christian MAarLyIS, (Constantine CaIllC,
and also Christ‘s VICtoTY. Ihere 15 coming the return itself of the cultural unıverse of that
time In the revelation of the lasting Christian values, which become lasting values OL above al ‚9
Christian culture, and then of ‚VV  Y civilization. all of that WasS possible only because of
the divine foresight of OUT fellow COUNIIyMAN (lonstantine the (Gireat and Gilorious.

„Recognizing for SOTIIIC t1me that the teedom of religion cshould NOT be denied anyone, '
SdayS this celebrated INan AT the beginning of the Ediet ofMilan Never did an y CIMPCIOT before
him, and rarely any after him, ralse the knowledge of God aN! the knowledge of INnan such

level bor treedom 1S the foundation of the existence of mankind inasmuch mankind
needs achieve ItSs calling. Man 1s free because he 15 godlike, for he 1S created In the iımage and
likeness ofGod It 1S ENe that Inan already abused that teedom with the ancestral SIN; It 1S Iue
that Ian abuses It all LOO often ın Varlous WAdYS, oftentimes threatening others through his OW)

freedom. But without that reedom he 15 nothing, he does NOT feel ike Man, for in reedom
he 1s given the aWaTeNCSsS of his calling towards free communlonN with God lhis 15 related
ll the INOTEC the treedom of religion. For Inan 1S homo religiosus by ature, religious
being, being that seeks In religion the meanıng of his ex1istence. Faith, the MOST elevated
human aCtIvity by which I[11all EeNtTers 1Into comMmunNnNlon wich the living God therefore,
sacred faith specifically requires sacred teedom. For faich A1VeSs birth hope, hope love,
an OVe does NOLT eXISt where force reigns. Ihus, freedom of religion 1S the foundation of
other values, of civilizations and cultures which consider valuable rESPECL for the human
CISON and which 1ve by It. \We seek today nothing INOTC NOT less than that which the Roman
CINPCIOT, an later SainNt, made clear /00 A0 But IT 1S basic fact that Inan needs be
free elieve and confess his heart desires and his Cconsclence dictates, hindered by ON

It W dsS NOLT long dYO that this WdsS NOT possible. Ihere A places NOL COO far from where
this 15 possible, but Man y Ar leaving the faith, NOLT asking themselves all about the meanıng
of ife in socletles that ofter them so-called better ife Ihe holy Emperor Constantine ofNis,
Orthodox al European, knew that borth of these temptations threaten destroy NOT only
faich but also soCcIety, for soclety without basic values 1S only slightly better controlled than
pack of wolves. Ihe holy Emperor knew an SA W that force neither helps ONC elieve NOT
elieve simply because SOINCONC decreed ÜE He knew that soclety would SUFVIvVve unless
It allows CVCIY cCitizen that which 1S basic faith, SINCETNtLY an freedom.

In his Ediect which celebrate today, Saint Constantine WasSs ALOLRG modern“ an INOTEC

noble than INalıy of the rulers who CTT after him, who gOVEIN today, when millions of
Christians sufter throughout the world HMaving the freerdom of child of God, he knew the
values which It 15 possible build CIty. Having started OUL iın Nis, Aat the intersectlion
of act and West, he knew ell the good points of both So he built his capital CIty in the
light of the New Zion, aN! he DAaVC this capital CIty the noble ideal which soclety Can be
truly ennobled the ideal of symphonia harmony of the Church and the Ihe Holy
Emperor knew from his OW personal experlence that neither military L1OT the strength
of force avails anything unless everything 1S overshadowed by the (ross ofChrist an becomes
Christ-bearing. His vision-the Vvision of Victory in the s1gn of the Cross-became the PIrogram
for the existence of the Roman Empire after him an of the „Byzantine Commonwealth, “
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e]] for of who share his cConvıiction that Christ always an unfailingly
Hıis VIs1ONn convinced him of that by which the Byzantine m lived continuously for
OVCI thousand after him, did the Serbian kings an 3008 that CVECIY CIty and
CVCIY kingdom MUSLT be ounded Christ‘s sacrihice AAal His Resurrection, but Airst an
foremost-on the expectation of Christ's second Coming. today know that the excla-
matıon „Dy this sıgn conquer” 15 constantly sent OUL NOLT only him, but W/e know that
it. 1S only in the s1gn of the All-Victorious that an y kind of Victory 15 possible. Constantine'’s
looking the AStTt 15 the SALHC WdY ook CVCIY day QWaIlt the AD PCALALNCEC of OUTL Lord
'Ihart 15 whart SCC in the Holy Eucharrist. It 1S NOL incidental that Dy his Ediet of Milan
(‚onstantine the (Gireat returned the Church all the temples and liturgical places. 'Ihe
I  » in their desire harm the Church, confiscated the places where the Holy Eucharist
Wds offered, knowing that without the Eucharist there AFC Christians, that this WasSs for
them theirYan daily Bread, LLLOTICYfor ife than anything else. So he allowed
the Church oftfer the of all sacrihices and the of ll offerings-the bloodless
Sacrihice of the Eucharist, the Offering above all offerings. Ihis 15 why the BNdle celebration of
the Edict of Milan ll always be liturgical celebration, the liturgical remembrance of the
history of OUT salvation in Christ, ell of His glorious Second Coming.

Having this SICaALNECSS of OUT fellow-countryman before (Q UE CYCS and In OUT hearts, dear
spiritual children, let Str1ve be worthy of him, and NOLT merely take pride in having been
born iın the SaIne CIty COUNLLY the of the Roman kings. He 15 known for his EG

value, his faith, love and freedom-let be worthy of that faith, that OVEe an that freedom! He
Wds „modern” because he Was the first openly recognize teedom of religious belief be
fundamental human right-let UuSC and PTOTECL that right, let o1vE OUT children education
in the pIous faich an in church ife If celebrate OUT fellow-countryman, let
teach OUTr children what he himself taught his royal subjects, and that 15 the beauty of the
Christian faich Behold, Constantine WaS of the value an UnIity of AST and West-just

WCIC Saints Simeon and ava after him, WCIC Saints Nikolai ofZicha and Justin of Celje,
WEeEIC ll those Holy Fathers of the Church who ;old NOT choose imposed optlions AaN!

proposed illusions, but the royal path „above IN and West. Above all, let understand
that which 15 AIl the foundation of the Fdiect of Milan, and that 15 the essential, spiritual UnIıty
of the nation and soclety the basis of ItSs all-encompassing Ihe Holy Emperor
knew Christ's words that EVeEIY kingdom divided agalnst itself 15 brought desolation, and
‚V  Y CIty house divided agalnst itself ll NOTt stand.“ (Matthew12:25) \X/e CAaNNOL

the Kingdom of God alone: rather 1T in the Community, in the Church, loving each
other. Therefore this lesson for 15 AI the SaInlıc time calling for of Ccitizens of this
soclety an! this old European COUNLTY: be, ike the Gireat Constantine, peacemakers, for
chall be called SOIM1S5 of God

Celebrating today's commemoTrtation of the Holy Equal-to-the-Apostles Emperor
Constantine and his holy mother, the Empress Helen, and reJolcing ın the freedom of reli-
Y10N, evangelization, building of churches, confession of Faith and living according the
Christian Faith which 15 their everlasting contribution, prayerfully, but with paın aın
rtremember OUT brothers an sisters, Orthodox Serbs 1n Kosovo and Metohija, the occupied
holy Serbian land, el] the Serbs from the ajlina, wh. WEeIC exiled from there iın
Let also remember, prayerfully an co-suffering with them, those who sufter in yria and
throughout the Middle-Fast! Let also remember all victims of crue] „transitions”, soulless
privatization an social inJustice ın all 1ts manifestations!
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of need ook up Holy Emperor C‚onstantine in his e e for DOOT, Widows,
hungry and weak, ell the remarkable philanthropic an charitable work of the Church
in those first centurIies.

of you, OUTr dear spiritual children, reCcelve readily and joyously, did Saint Constantine
the Great, Christ's Holy Gospel! Hear the VOolCe: By this yOou 11 ConNquer:! CONQUCI by the
Cross of Christ, through which JOy has AI INnto all the world! May CVECIY human heart be
enlightened with the honorable an life-giving (ross of the Lord! It has transfigured and has
brought meanıng the COSI110S anı history. It 15 the eternal] symbol of Christ's Victory VerTr

evil, SIN an death Ihe Resurrection 15 NOLT possible without the Cross, an whoever worships
the Ciross of Christ and lives by It, partakes iın the Resurrection of Christ, in His Victory ()VeE

„the ruler of this world“ (St John OVCTLI his darkness, deceits an inJustices.
May this celebration of the completion of SEVGNIECHN centuries from the day when the truth

of the Christian faith began chine ike Sun be of comprehend the T CalNCSS
of the V celebrate! Ihe fruit of that miraculous Ven 1Ss the fulfiıllment of the apostolic
mission of the Church In the world Join Us, dear spiritual children, in this celebration! May
each day of OUTS be NCW celebration of Christ the Lord, and in Him celebration of this
event! Let be co-workers of Christ in the work of the salvation of the world! Let be, al

least in SOINC mall INCASUTC, wIitnesses of Christ's love and UnIıty in Christ OUTL Lord, an in
all-victorious [9) of His life-giving Cross! Amen

Given in Nis, the CIty of Constantine, the feast day of Holy Emperor (Constantine and
Empress Helen, May 21/June SS 2015

Archbishop of Pec,
Metropolitan of Belgrade-Karlovci and
Serbian Patriarch RI
Metropolitan of Zagreb and Ljubljana JOVAN
Metropolitan of Montenegro an the Coastlands AMPHILOHIJE
Metropolitan of Dabro-Bosna NIKOLAJ
Bishop of Sabac
Bishop of Srem
Bishop of anja Luka
Bishop of BudimKI
Bishop of Canada
Bishop of Banat
Bishop of New (sracanica Midwestern America LONGIN
Bishop of Eastern America MITROPHAN
Bishop of Backa RI
Bishop of Great ritain and Scandinavia DOSILE)J
Bishop of Bihac and Petrovac COCHRYSOS TOM
Bishop of Osijek and BaranjaKI
Bishop of Western Europe S88
Bishop of Timok JUSTIN
Bishop of Vranje PAHOMIJE
Bishop of Sumadija
Bishop of Slavonia SAVA
Bishop of Branicevo
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Bishop of Milesevo FILARET
Bishop of Dalmatia FOTIJE
Bishop of Budimlje and Niksic JOANIKIJE
Bishop of Zahumlje and Hercegovina GRIGORIJE
Bishop of Valjevo MILUTIN
Bishop of Raska-Prizren TEODOSIJE
Bishop of Nis JOVAN
Bishop of Western America
Bishop of Gornji Karlovac GERASIM
Bishop of Australia and New Tealand RI
Bishop of Krusevac AVID
Retired Bishop of Zvornik-Tuzla
Retired Bishop of Zahumlje and Hercegovina
Retired Bishop of Central EuropeCO
Vicar Bishop of Hvostno
Vicar Bishop of Jegar PORFIRIJE
Vicar Bishop of Moravica ANTONIJE
Vicar Bishop of Lipljan JOVAN
Vicar Bishop of Remezl1jan ANDREJ

IHE ARCHDIOCESE
Archbishop of Ochrid and Metropolitan of Skoplje
Bishop of Polos and Kumanovo KIM
Bishop of Bregal and locum tenens of the [ )iocese of Bitol; MARKO
Vicar Bishop of Stobija AVID

(Serbische Orthodoxe Kirche WWW.SDC.IS 1.06:13)

Kommunique des Theologischen Gesprächs
zwischen der Deutschen Bischofskonferenz un der

Russischen Orthodoxen Kirche
bis 10 Oktober 2015 in Magdeburg)

Uas Theologische Gespräch zwischen Vertretern der Deutschen Bischofskonferenz und
der Russischen Orthodoxen Kirche fand VO his 10 Oktober 2013 In Magdeburg
Auf Einladung dCS Magdeburger Bischofs Dr. Gerhard e1gE kamen die Teilnehmer in den
Räumen des Roncalli-Hauses USaININLECN, dem nach dem bürgerlichen Namen VO  e} apst
Johannes XX benannten Tagungszentrum der Diözese Magdeburg. In seliner Begrüßung
übermittelte Bischof Dr. Gerhard Feige, Leiter der deutschen Delegation un Vorsitzender
der Okumenekommission der Deutschen Bischofskonferenz, die Grüße des Vorsitzenden der
Deutschen Bischofskonferenz Erzbischof Dr. Robert Zollitsch Er erinnerte die Ursprünge
der Diözese Magdeburg im Jahrhundert un: verwIles auf verschiedene historische
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