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Ihe Liturgical Theology of Initiation in the Sermon
»On Holy Baptism« by Gregory of Nazianzus

Dy Anastasios Salapatas, London

Introduction
(About Gregory ofNazianzus and his text »On Holy Baptism«)

Gregory, the so-called Theologian, 15 OIlC of the Fathers and Teachers of the
Church that AVUE VGL lived Stylianos Papadopoulos’ that he 15 the INOST promınent
theological mind of the Church, after St John the Evangelist.

He W dS born around 329/30 In Nazianzus. His ather, also called Gregory, the bishop
of the CItY. His mother Nonna Wds VC P10US Christian. She greatly supported her family
2hal her SO  e Gregory in particular ın his spiritual endeavours. Gregory studied iın Nazianzus,
In (aesarea of Cappadocia (where he MmMeTt Basil the Great), 1n (aesarea of Palestine, in
Alexandria and finally in Athens. He started his CArGEL teacher of rhetoric in Athens and
then in Nazianzus. After he had been baptised, around he dedicated his whole ife
Jesus and the Church. He W d ordained Priest 3614/2); probably by his father, and then

bishop 372) by his friend Basil In 3/8 Gregory WentTt Constantinople take ()VGT

Archbishop of the (Gireat City. He presided OVCI the second Ecumenical Council 381) 1ın
Constantinople and before Its completion he resigned from his Patriarchal throne. He WentTt
back his ome place and lived in Arianzus until his death (390) His lessed0} 15
commemorated the 25 January by the Eastern Orthodox Church and the 9th May by
the estern Churches.

eing VC intelligent and theologian, Gregory contributed oreatly the
Church and Christianity, especially with his vCcIyY important theological works. Ihese works
fall Into three CategorIies: Ebistles, EYNMONS and Poems. He 15 the only PDOCLT ONg the

theologians of the »golden (4th century) of the Church?.
From theological point of view his IMOST significant works ATC his Sermons. One of these,

Sermon 40%*, 18 dedicated the »Holy Baptism«. Ihis SCIINON 18 ONC of the longer speeches
presented by Gregory. It W d delivered 6th January 38 1, day after the Sermon which
Was dedicated the »Holy Lights«7.

Papadopoulos, ] IxtTpoloyia, vol 1L, Athens 1990, 495
Kristoffel Demoen, »Some remarks the ife and ofGregory Nazianzen«, Orientalia ( ristiand
Periodica (1997)

(Quasten, Patrology, vol 11L, Westminster 1960, 239
3 9 360 425

Christou, EMnvırch I Iatpoloyla, vol 1V, Thessaloniki 1989 128 Rosemary Radford Ruether
(Gregory of Nazianzus, Rhetor and Philosopher, Oxford 1969, 179) that the Sermon
Holy Baptism WAas delivered the January 380

3 9 336 —360
Carrol Halton, Liturgical Practice In the Fathers, (Message of the Fathers of the Church

21 Wilmington, 1988, 174 They SUggCS 1 that this SCIINON W d delivered January 381
This that the SCrIINON baptism Was delivered January 561 (>
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Ihe anclent Fastern Church W dsS keeping the feasts of Christmas and Epiphany“ (or
Theophany) the January”. On that day the Church baptised the catechumens of the
previous calendar YVCATL. 'Ihe baptism WdsS called »illumination«'©, the newly baptised WeICcC

called ynewly illumined«, and the feast itself was named »the feast of Lights« E simply ythe
Lights«‚ It 15 still the Cas! today in the Eastern Orthodox Church.

Ihe catechumens WeTIC huge crowd of people. Ihis 15 why the maın celebration of the
actual feast of Lights and the Sermon (as It 15 quite clear from the FEeXT of the Sermon
the Holy Baptism°”) WEeIC moved the NEexXT day, 6th January. 'Ihis practice W ds> eventually
established. Ihus, in the Eastern Orthodox Church the feast of Lights has been kept
the 6th anuary ver S$INCE, while the 5lh January in remembrance of the baptism of the
catechumens, the Orthodox Church celebrates NService of the (ireat (or Imperial’“) Hours
and the (Great Sanctification of the Waters.

In his Sermon the Holy Baptism Gregory acknowledges three births of the human
beings. Ihe Arst 15 the physical night birth, the second 15 the baptismal day birth and
the third 15 that of the resurrectlion, which 18 the MOST significant birth, for It ll bring the
people in front of (20l Ihe baptism, according Gregory, 15 rebirth and brings
fruits’>. 'Ihis Sermon 15 NOT clearly doctrinal;: It 15 rather panegyric and admonitory*“. It 15 ONC

of the oldest of the Church, which openly infant baptism”. Ihe authenticity
of the TeXE 1S NOLT disputed.

Preaching Baptism
Since carly Christian times preaching has always been ONC of the maın elements of CVCIY

Church service. It 15 certainly liturgical aCtIVITY, which g1VvES the Oopportunity the celebrant
the preacher communicate the congregation the maın PUIDOSC of the servıce.

On this particular OCCaslon _for the TCasoIls explained iın the introduction- and although
the service of baptism had already taken place the day before, Gregory delivered V S1g-
nihcant SCITINON baptism. Ihus, throughout his sSsSCeTINON there ATIC immediate
references both the celebration of the sSsacramen and ItSs liturgical theology.

Iwo of the MOST interesting questions ATC the following:
Tlo whom 15 this SCTIIHNON addressed?
\What 15 the PDUIDOSC of this sermon?

Ihe AaNDSWeETLT the Arst question 15 that Gregory delivered his sermMON in front of
audience, where difterent categories ofpeople WCIC found Some of those WEeEIC virgins’®, oth-
CIS WEIC married”, while SOINC others WeTIC iın the PTOCCSS ofetting married!® Regarding their

»Epiphany« (or » Iheophany«) in the Eastern Church the east of the Baptism of Jesus.
Epiphanius, Panarium 5 9 41, 932

Coniarıis, Ihese Al the Sacraments, Minneapolis 1981,
11l Gregory of Nazianzus, Sermon the Holy Baptism:

Hapgood, Service Book of the Holy Orthodox Catholic Apostolic Church, New Jersey 1983,
182f.

Christou, Ionyopıoc OEoAOYOG, 1N: Encyclopaedia of Religion and Ethics, vol 4, col FZU: Athens
1964

Sakkos, Lonyopıoc OEOAOYOG 4, Ihessalonika 1976,
15 Ebd

Gregory of Nazianzus, Sermon the Holy Baptism: 3 >
Ebd

18 Ebd.
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social class, there WeTeC rulers and leaders, ell slaves, DOOT and rich people”? Regarding
also their Church STAaLUs, the members of the audience belonged VAarlous Categorlies, such

aithful, catechumens and others who had Just been there listen the SCIINON, having
formal relationship with the Church. Ihis 15 why 1ın this SsSCrTIMON Gregory only

those elements of the Sacramen of baptism that could be communicated, but he keeps the
SCECTEL only for the full members?®.

Answering the second questlon, (C INay SUggCSL that there ATIC Varlous of this
serImoaon Gregory, clearly STLates that the audience should listen carefully and ACCCDL his words
about such important 1ssue with willingness and CaApSCINCSS, NOT with superficiality an
frivolity“. He also believes and STLAates that those who know about the Sacramen and feel Its
L9) A enlightened““.

Ihe reader of this SCIINON ll certainly SEL SUI' oNg feeling that the maın a1mMm of this
Gregorian preaching 18 Urgc an persuade his audience CL baptised SOON possible.
Gregory FCDCALS agaln and agaln the idea of »not postponing«“?

In order persuade his audience, he uscsS VC. powerful rhetorical eXpressions, such
» [et g€t baptised IN order LO be Vickorious«”*,
»do NOL P052P07[(.’ the benevolent act«”‚
y yush towards the present (ÖwpnNua)«“O,
» VeCELVE the gift triumphantly, and nNOL mournfull C
» FEvil (movnNpPoc) deceits you ith the little postponements«®,
»you fulfıl your life safily«”,
»have you ZOL infant? ...Oaptise it from InfancY, dedicate it the Spirit
from the AZE of the soft nails (babyhood)«*°,
»ZLUE O VOUF child the Lrinity, the g7"€tlf and g00d amulet (duAaKTHpPLOV)«?,
»do NOL delay LO OMEeE LO the GrACE«“,
{ the SACrAMent (TO WUOTNPLOV) IS greater than the visible things«“ ;
AYV VeES and get baptised, and Dy baptism save yourself«>*,

Ebd
Gregory of Nazianzus, Sermon the Holy Baptism: 36, 45

23 Gregory of Nazianzus, Sermon the Holy Baptism: 36,
Ebd
Gregory of Nazianzus, Sermon the Holy Baptism: 36, IE: I2 F5 1 20, 2 9 24,
25
Gregory of Nazianzus, Sermon the Holy Baptism: 36, E}

z Ebd
Ebd
Gregory of Nazianzus, Sermon the Holy Baptism: 36.
Gregory of Nazianzus, Sermon the Holy Baptism: 36,
Gregory of Nazianzus, Sermon the Holy Baptism: 36, 15
Gregory of Nazianzus, Sermon the Holy Baptism: 3 9 Here It becomes vVC clear that
Gregory 1s suggesting y»infant baptism«.

31 Ebd Another reference »infant baptism«.
Gregory of Nazianzus, Sermon the Holy Baptism: 3 9

33 Gregory of Nazianzus, Sermon the Holy Baptism: 36, 25
Gregory of Nazianzus, Sermon the Holy Baptism: 3 9
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Ihe SCIINMOI, delivered Dy the so-called » Christian Demosthenes«  2  9 15 certainly VC.
powerful, Ailled with diachronic baptismal m It 15 literally masterplece an full
of theological symbolism. It contaılıns mMan y references elements of liturgical theology of
baptism. Ihe audience should have been highly inspired by It.

Catechism: WdY towards baptism
In the Christian tradition catechism has always been inseparable part of the inıtlation

PIOCCSdS especially regarding the AN® of adult baptism. For those who aNlc be baptised
1in their adult dASC the Church offered period of preparation, which contained VAarlous ele-

Ihose elements WOGTIE COoNsisting of Varlous features such pastoral A and healing
experience*®.

Ihe 7d1 Canon of the Second FEcumenical Council?” defines in general lines the iniıtiation

PTOCCSS. It reads:

»A7lfl’ the fırst day make them Christians; +he second. catechumens,
NeXt the third (day) PXONVCILSE them ‚Greathing thrice the face and the
CANS, and thus offer them INSETUCLLONS, and make them wait for long
I1Me INn the Church and listen LO the Scriptures and then baptise them«®.

Ihis 1s the clear and StriICt tradition of the early Church the reception of people into
the Christian faith Catechism obviously plays important part 1in this PIOCCSS.

Gregory 15 fully of this truth; and although he mentlons the term catechism
catechist in his Sermon, in his OW.: WdYy of speaking he 1INs1sts in ywriting«”” the STONES of

the peoples hearts*® the DNCW faith, L1ICW Moses“l This 15 how he CONVCYS his audience
the MECSSAHC of catechism.

In Gregory's mind this 15 NOT theoretical StatementT, but It 15 certainly NECECSSALY Dart
of the inıtlatiıon PITOCOCS. He VEn chares with his audience his VIEWS regarding the
of catechism. He tells them that » t/7€_y will learn Dy listening and. by following certaıin Church
practises aAtheism and to Join the divine«*?.

He then continues by offering them SOINC kind of primitive instructl1ons, using the word
ybelieve«*  3 three times. It 15 suggested that this par L of his sermon eminds of the Creed,
which Gregory happy communiticate his audience and also interpret IT

35 Carroll, Preaching the Word, Delaware 1984,
Vlachos, KAtTYXNTN KL BATTLON TV EYNALKOYV, Athens 1993 2

Gregory had een presiding VerT the Second Ecumenic: ouncil,; which took place 1in Constantinople
in 361 It 15 quite possible that this Canon Was formed with his inspiration an suggest10n.

Karmiris, Nogmatica symbolica Monumenta Orthodoxae Catholicae Ecclesiae, vol I) Athens
1952, 136
Gregory of Nazianzus, Sermon the Holy Baptism: 3 9 44, 45
Gregory of Nazianzus, Sermon the Holy Baptism: 36, 45

41 Winslow, Ihe Uynamics of Salvation. Study 1n Gregory of Nazianzus, Cambridge 197/79,
41

Gregory of Nazianzus, Sermon the Holy Baptism: 3 9 45
Ebd
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Ar the en! of this Dart he STates:

» l spoke of those elements of the SACYAMeENt
which CAaN be announNCeEd.
AaAn they AYe not forbidden for the hedaring of many.
You will learn the rest from withıin

+he LIrinity will grant yoau;
and you Akeeb them secret IMn yourself,
guarded e seal«**.

By this STtatement Gregory 15 suggesting that the early Church had developed the idea
and the practice af secretiveness”, which could and should be interpreted sacredness and
mYySsticism; highly valuable element of the Holy Iradition of the Christian Church.

Ihe term »Catechumen« aAaDPPCAaIs ONCE in the SCHNON, when the Holy Father states that:
» While you AaYre catechumen,
VOU are the front 007 of piety.
You MUSE nter inst'de...«“

Ihe speaker of this SCTIMON have been VC) clear about catechism and about
the of catechumens and their place in the Church. He addresses them openly (as OPCHhe could be) anı CNCOUTAHCS them take the path of the instructions’ PTIOCCSS (udONTELK*).

real spiritual guide he offers them his assiıstance in their PI10UuS wish and endeavours
Join the Church and become full sharers of the Christian faith He 15 ike real father

them, indeed bishop should be

Ihe »lights« in baptism
The anclent Church, especially in the East, used the term »illumination« Namne for the

baptism. St Clement of Alexandria calls baptism »illumination Dy which the holy, SAUVINGLight ZS contemplated«*®. St John Chrysostom adds, »I OM the MOMENT Aa4aYre baptised, the soul,
being cleansed Dy the Spirit, shines IHNOTE brightly than the Un

In this SETMON Gregory uUusScs5 INany similar eEXpressiOonNs In order show his audience
how baptism becomes »illumination«°. First of the (united) feast of Christmas and
Epiphany, celebrated by the anclent Church the 5th January, 15 called the feast, the day,of Lights?!.

Gregory of Nazianzus, Sermon the Holy Baptism: 36, 45
45 During the of persecution the Christian people had be VC. careful what theycommunicated others (non Christians), because of the eagr of martyrdom.

Gregory of Nazianzus, Sermon the Holy Baptism: 3 9 16
Gregory of Nazianzus, Sermon the Holy Baptism: 3 9

Conidris, Ihese AaIC the Sacraments, Minneapolis 1981,
Ebd
Gregory of Nazianzus, Sermon the Holy Baptism: 3 9 4,

5: Gregory of Nazianzus, Sermon the Holy Baptism: 3 9 1)
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Ihen, in his OW) words, he STates that,
»illumination 15 the splendour of the souls,

change of Life, 'ONIYACL of conscience”“ I God,
...4 following of the Spirit, COMMUNILON i the Word,
sharing IN the Licht, ending of the darkness.
Tllumination 15 vehicle ıwhich brings LO God,
a Journey ith Christ...«?

Ihe light, the »flood«® of the light, the illumination, which the baptised aAaCCECDLIS,
makes him illumined” CISON., Ihis light from God, who 15 the »unutterable lig/at«56,
offering humanity the »radiation of His brightness«”.

Ihe human beings should make effort walk towards baptism and aCCECDT the light of
Christ: but they s<hould also be of the fact that from the »I7M€ lig/7t<<58 that
from God, there 15 another kind of light, which from the »Gitter fıre«”” of hell 'lhis
light should be avoided.

1f 15 interesting NOte that Gregory aAssoclates the light with the cleansing of humans
from CVCIY SpOL of SIn He specifically SdyS

» let be ılluminated IN the EVE,
INn order LO be Able LO SCE correctly...,
let he ılluminated IN the hearing,
let be ılluminated INn the LONZUEC,
IN order fO hear, hat the Lord God will SA «45
let g€t healed In +he smell...,
let g€l' cleansed IN the touch, IN the ISTE, IN the Lan .

Ihus, baptism -which 15 illumination- becomes »41 cleansing of flesh and 5pz'rit«m,
according the Gregorian STatement

»Brethren, let get cleansed, INn CUET Y part,
let Durify
let NOL leave anything incomplete,

anything belonging the original NALUNE,
anything not illuminated«°*

DPeter 5521
Gregory of Nazianzus, Sermon the Holy Baptism: 36,
Gregory of Nazianzus, Sermon the Holy Baptism: 3 9
Gregory of Nazianzus, Sermon the Holy Baptism: 3 9
Gregory of Nazianzus, Sermon the Holy Baptism: 3 9
Ebd.
G'regory of Nazianzus, Sermon the Holy Baptism: 36, 3 9 John
Gregory of Nazianzus, Sermon the Holy Baptism: 3 9
Gregory of Nazianzus, Sermon the Holy Baptism: 36,

61 Fr Vaporis (ed.) Ihe Service of Holy Baptism, Orthodox Prayer Book, Brookline
Massachusetts 19L
Gregory of Nazianzus, Sermon the Holy Baptism: 3 9
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Another important element, regarding in particular the liturgical mMof baptism, 18
the uUusc of candles, which ATC reminder of the light of Christ, and visible sıgn of
the symbolism (or symbolisms) of illumination in baptism.

Gregory Clearly mentions the Uusc of candles®?, cConnecting them the lamps of the
bridesmaids of the parable®*. Ihe LEXT reads:

»} The candles which YVOU will licht A4AYre mystical symbols
of the torchlight procession IN the NeXLT world,
IN which our joyful and VIrZIN souls
will Meet the bridegroom,
IC the shining lichts 0f the _filit})«“.

Ihe USC of candles In baptism 15 also mentioned In SOINMNEC other anclent Christian textsc®
According Edward Yarnold, »the USC of Lichts MUSE IN ANY have been IN dawn
(baptismal) ceremony«”,

Regeneration of the uman being
It 15 the belief of the Church, and It 15 also part of her doctrinal teaching, that the human

beings ATIC reborn and regenerated by the SacTramen of baptism. Ihrough baptism, with the
Girace of God, the human being 15 transferred from the condition of spiritual death into the
enewed ife in Christ®?.

Ihe baptism 15 called by St Paul »a laver of regeneration« (»A0UTPOV TAALYYEVETLAG«°?).
Gregory has certainly followed the of St Paul Ihus, VeC early in his SCITINON he declares
his belief 1n three births of the human beings. Ihe Arst 15 the bodily birth, the second 15 the
baptismal OIlC and the third 15 that of the resurrection/®.

The second birth 15 day birth, whose maın characteristics AUKo the free choice and the
dissolving of sufferings. Ihrough this birth the human beings CL AWdY from SIN and they ANKm

brought back higher ife (»AVwWTEPA CN «/*), the renewed ife 1in Christ

Gregory of Nazianzus, Sermon the Holy Baptism: 36,
Matt. 25:1

65 Gregory of Nazianzus, Sermon the Holy Baptism: 36,
Ambrose, e Lapsu Virginis: 3: 1 AL
Edward Yarnold, Ihe AÄAwe Inspiring Rites of Initiation, Slough IS/T,

Mitsopoulos, ©euata OpOo60Eou ÖOYLATIKNC OeoAoylac, Athens 1984, 293f.
Tit. 05
Gregory of Nazianzus, Sermon the Holy Baptism: 3 E}

71 Ebd
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Ihis theological theme of baptismal »regeneration«72 in baptism 15 supported by whart
Gregory states regard the dying and rsıng (of the baptised) with Christ. Ihe FEXT reads:

»Let us De buried, then, 1 Christ through baptism,
IN Order to0 VÄYA Also 1 Him'®
£’Z"ll&g0 OWN INtO the QZWAVE 1E Him
IN order g€t raised together ith Him;
let u45 g0 ith Him IN order get glorifiedIHzm«“

Ihese theological ideas SCCIIH have been generally accepted in the of the early
Church. Cyrill of Jerusalem that the three days of OUT Lord 1n the tomb ATC ‚PIC-
sented in baptism by the three immerslilons Nto the baptismal water”?. Beariıng this symbolism
in mind Ambrose points OUTt that the baptismal font 15 tomb shaped’°®.

lhis of going OWN and then (with Chr1ist); certainly ‚eminds of the
(triple) immersion of the candidate (for baptism) Into the baptismal font/”. Unfortunately,
this Gregorian text doesn’t clarify how this vem: Was actually performed in the liturgical
practice. There 18 also absence of an y kind of baptismal font. Ihe only relevant reference,

SOINLC kind of place where the baptism would have taken place, 15 that the »SDVING of
baptism«'®, with urther explanation.

Infant baptism
Ihe Christian Church has been baptising infants SINCE the Apostolic period”?. In

Gregory's Al infant baptism had already been established practice?. In his Sermon the
Holy Baptism the »Chhristian Demosthenes« openly and clearly infant baptism®. He
specifically

»have you Z0L infant? ...baptise it from infanc),
dedicate 1t LO the Spirit from the AZE of the soft ndils (babyhood)
... GZLVE LO YOUT child the Lrinit)y, the great and g00d amulet«?.

Gregory also infant baptism with the dedication of Samuel God by his
mother Hannah®°>. Like Hannah, who believed in God, V  Y Christian mother an father
c<hould elieve 1n the Holy Trinity, and baptise their child, in order make It powerful ın his

her spiritual WAarTr against evil, who 15 the 30l  Y of V  Y human being.
Gregory of Nazianzus, Sermon the Holy Baptism: 36, (with special reference the actual
» LLMEe of regeneration« » a'5ßac TNG AVAVEVWÄTEWG«).
Rom 6:4
Gregory of Nazianzus, Sermon the Holy Baptism: 3 9

F Cyrill of Jerusalem, Mystagogic Catechesis: 126, Z
Ambrose, DIS Sacramentis: 3)
Ihis 1S anclent Christian practise, which 15 still observed 1ın the Eastern Orthodox celebration of
baptism.
Gregory of Nazianzus, Sermon the Holy Baptism: 36,
Acts: 16:15; 16:33:; Coor. 1: 16 Matt. 19:14; J. Jeremias, Infant Baptism In the First Our
Centuries, SC London 1960:; Aland, Did the Early Church Baptise Infants?, London 1963
Ambrose, [Je Abraham 2) 81.84, 14; 495.497; John Chrysostom, In Gen 40:4 Y 373

81 Sakkos, 1pNyOopLOG OEOAOYOC 4) Ihessalonica 1976,
Gregory of Nazianzus, Sermon the Holy Baptism: 36,
1 Sam 1: 1  —
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Later 1ın the SsSCIMON Gregory X1Vves INOTe details about what he exactly believes
infant baptism. One of his Op1In10Ns 15 that, the infants should be baptised if their ife 15 1n
danger®*. he his V1IeW by referring relevant Jewish practice mentioned 1n
the Bible

» WE have QZLUEN,
ıwhich 15 the CLYCUMCISLON® of the eichth day«,

Regarding children with health problems he suggested that It would be better if they
WEeIC admitted In the Church when they WEeEIC about three old,

»uhen they will be able LO hear something sacred
AaAn reph), Vven if they CANNOL understand completely...«”.

Aarious theological and liturgical points baptism
A) Time for baptism

Ihe MOST appropriate time for baptism WdsS discussed by Gregory in his sSCrIINON In those
days the Feast of Lights, Easter, an Pentecost WeIC regarded the best OCCAaSsS10onNns EL
baptised®®. However the Holy Father that they should rush baptism, SOOIMNN

possible, because they Cal be certaıin when the end of their lives ll draw
HeC2T.:; >777€ gift 75 7't‚’tld_y« S - he SdY5S, » let speed. Z the salvation, let stand U, perform the
baptism«”.

Ihe celebrant
In Gregory's time the people SCCI1N have been trying make the best possible choice

when selecting the celebrant who would baptise them. However Gregory VCLY fırmly STLAates
that It 15 NOLT the celebrant that really Matters, but the baptism itself?!. »DIo not judge the
worthiness of those ıwho cleanse you«?*, he

He then adds that, »ed. C/7 ONE of them Z5 certainly higher lower than the other, but they A4AYre
all higher than you«??,

Gregory of Nazianzus, Sermon the Holy Baptism: 36,
85 Jewish Circum«cision has always een regarded parallel iniıtliation wich the Christian

baptism.
Gen 1/295- 2 Lev. L:  er
Gregory of Nazianzus, Sermon the Holy Baptism: 36;
Gregory of Nazianzus, Sermon the Holy Baptism: 36,
Gregory of Nazianzus, Sermon the Holy Baptism: 36,
Gregory of Nazianzus, Sermon the Holy Baptism: 3 9

91 This 15 the clear and strict teaching of the Christian Church, according which the SaCcraments ATC

always valid, ven if the celebrant (whose priestly order should be tully recognised by the Church)
does NOT have high moral tandard
Gregory of Nazianzus, Sermon the Holy Baptism: 36,
Ebd
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C) Ihe
Ihe classical Greek term »baptism« anl »IMMersiOn InNtO the water«*. Ihuss, the baptism

D'  D  S the existence of water. Baptism 1S also IMNany times called by Gregory »a laver«??.
In Gregory's SCIINON the used in baptism 15 called » WdLer of the sin«?°, probably

meanıng that the S1INS of the baptised AAC, buried in this The and the Spirit«?” ATIC

those important baptismal elements that they quench the burning ATLTLOWS of the evV1198

YIhe gar! ment of the baptised
It 15 anclent CUSLTOM of the Church that the newly baptised A always dressed in white

M  9 in order show, ın visible WAdY, that they have Just received Christ and thus their
soul 18 dedicated Him and It 1S free of SpOL of sin??.

Gregory mentlons the »brigbt costume« 09 which 1S used by the newly baptised, and refers
those who taking IMNOTIEC - } of the visible things rather than of the spiritual reality of

baptism. o those people he polints OUL that { the $SACrament 15 greater than the „”isible t/7i7lgs« 101
»Make yourself fruitful«, he SUgCSLIS, » Christ«!9? for » th0se of us ıwho have been baptised
IN Christ, have put Christ (like garment)« 105

e) In the Name of the Holy Trinity
'Ihe Irinitarian theology of Gregory 15 presented iın VC clear and direct INAannNner in this

Sermon\94 He declares the candidates that he them with the confession of the
HolyTn lheir baptism ll be performed in the 191881° of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit  106.

Salvation
According Gregory baptism and salvation M together. »Say yes and get baptised, and Dy

baptism SAUVE yourself«  107, he 5SdyS »Accept the salvation, of which there 25 nothing greater INOTE

valuable«\098 He uUuscs5 his VC. powerful rhetoric talent persuade the people »speed U, the

Stamatakos, AeEıxöv TNCG ÜPYALAG EMNvLKNG YA@TING, Athens 1972, 208
» /Not only laver for the body, Dut for the image (Gregory refers here the oul) well« $ Sermon
the Holy Baptism: 3 9
Gregory of Nazianzus, Sermon the Holy Baptism: 36,
Gregory of Nazianzus, Sermon the Holy Baptism: 36,
Eph 6:16
Theodore of Mopsuestida, Baptismal Homilies, 3) 2 9 1n Edward Yarnold, Ihe Awe Inspiring Rites of
Initiation, Slough A 207
John Chrysostom, Baptismal Instructions: 39 4’ 3,18: NL of Jerusalem, Mystagogic Catechesis:

126, 4, 83 Ambrose, De Mysterlis:
199 Gregory of Nazianzus, Sermon the Holy Baptism: 36, 25
101Ebd
92Ebd
105 Gregory of Nazianzus, Sermon the Holy Baptism: 3 9 31; 5:27
104 Gregory of Nazianzus, Sermon the Holy Baptism: 36, 41, 42, 43, 45
105 Gregory of Nazianzus, Sermon the Holy Baptism: 3 ’
19° Gregory of Nazianzus, Sermon ONM the Holy Baptism: 36, 45; Matt. 28:19
107 Gregory of Nazianzus, Sermon OIl the Holy Baptism: 3 E}
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their) salvation«\9  9 by getting baptised. lhis 15 the only WdY for them CL their salvation
110

What about chrismation?
From the Church History know that by the en!: of the 4d1 CCNLUCY when INanYy

of the Church Services had been fully developed, the Sacraments of initiation into
the Christian Faith, namely baptism and chrismation (or confırmation), WEIC celebrated
together . Ihis 18 still] the CAas:! in the Eastern Orthodox Church, while in the West these
SACTramMents ATIC celebrated separately.

In the Gregorian Sermon the Holy Baptism, although ONC INaYy suggest that there AY EK

INanıy relevant hints, there 15 in fact clear reference chrismation such. Even the actual
Namme of chrismation itself, which 15 ychrism« (»;{pf0'ßa«) iın Greek, 15 used signify the 1a-
ment of baptism. Another Name for baptism in the Sermon 15 ».\'€dl«  112 (»7@paAyl0A«), word
which 15 traditionally used in chrismation CONTEXE

In certaın other of the SsSermon there 15 reference the » Wdater and the SPIiE Ihe
cCleansing (or purification) of those baptised 18 double, with and the Spirit; the 15
typical while the Spirit 15 LIFrue and has the [9) cleanse the depths‘ . Could possibly
AdSS Ul that the ere baptism, while the Spirit refers chrismation?

Another VC. interesting quotation STAateS: »the baptism perfects I the Spirit«"” (»70
BdmTiouc TEAELODV ME ÖL TOU I IveüuarTo0c«). Chrismation (with the Holy Spirit descending upDOonNn
the newly baptised) always SG perfecting anı completing the rıtes of in1iıtiation.
Could this be the actual meanıng of the 1bove Gregorian phrase?

Ihis confusion (if It 15 really confusion, NOT misunderstanding of SOINC kind) justifies
the VIeEW expressed by Edward Yarnold, that » the HNAME, the Yıtes and the significance of what
HOW call the SACYrAaMent of confirmation WEeETE all surprisingly fluid IN the early Churcha} 6

Epilogue
Ihe Sermon the Holy Baptism 15 excellent plece of theological work by Father

of the Church, Gregory 0)  azlanzus, who 1S ONC of the few people that the Church has called
Iheologian«.
Although It 15 clear that Gregory 15 preaching baptism, but neither during NOTLT vcn

immediately after baptism'”, he the VIEWS of the Church about baptism in VC
systematıc and theological WAdY, touching the important points related the theology and

‘” Gregory of Nazianzus, Sermon the Holy Baptism: 3 9
“° Gregory of Nazianzus, Sermon the Holy Baptism: 36, 45
‘*!Apostolic Constitutions 7) Z Cyrill of Jerusalem, Mystagogic Catechesis: 126, 3: 1! Canon of

the local Synod of Laodicea.
“Gregory imself explaining the Namme ®  eal Says that, the baptism 15 called sea] » Decause ıt Drotects

an because It 15 the SION of our Lord US«, 1n Sermon the Holy Baptism: 36,
“*Gregory of Nazianzus, Sermon the Holy Baptism: 3 9 8,
'1*Gregory of Nazianzus, Sermon the Holy Baptism: 3 9
“* Gregory of Nazianzus, Sermon the Holy Baptism: 306, 43
116E Yarnold, Ihe AÄAwe Inspiring Rites of Initiation, Slough 19/1, 51
“’Gregory 15 preaching baptism, AN the iIn1ıtiation 1Into Christianity, and It could be

suggested that his preaching 15 connected the actual celebration of the which had
taken place the day before.
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the liturgy of this sacramen Ihe systematI1c method of Gregorys presentation offers
those wh study this serTmMON clear understanding of the liturgical theology of inıtlation INnto
the Christian Church.

Ihe sermon itself signifes the preaching liturgical aCtIVITY. It 18 quite probable that
Gregory felt that by the SCIINOIN he W ds> completing the celebration of the SacramentT, which

118Was performed the previous day
Ihose who attended the congregational meeting when the sermMON W AdsS delivered, belonged

difterent categories of people and Varlous social classes. But Gregory 15 addressing mainly
the catechumens, and those who WEeEIC candidates for baptism, though NOLT formal ONCsSs Ihe
maın idea which dominates Dart of his SCrTMON 1S the » LO OSLPONEMENT« theory. He
offers Manı supporting arguments presenting and explaining his VICEW. Catechism 15 WaY
towards baptism, distinct part of the in1ıtliation PTrOCCSS, an Gregory makes that clear his
audience. He VEn offers his opınıon in regard the of catechism.

Ihe theology of lights and the illumination (another Namnec for baptism), which »ZS
vehicle which brings God, 10UNNEY ith Christ«”?, together with the USC of candles,
which should be SC} visible SIgn of the divine light of Christ. the light that leads OUT

lives, ATC of the MOST iımportant elements of the liturgical theology of Gregory, because they
help understand the work of the Holy Trinity within humanity through baptism.

Another VeC. interesting aSPECL of the liturgical theology of baptism, presented in this
SCIMON, 15 the immersion iInto the baptismal (although this particular practice 15 rather
unclear 1n the sermon), which signifles the idea of dying and NsINg with Christ and the
regeneration of the human being.

Infant baptism, ell SOINC other theological an liturgical features (e.g. time for
baptism, the celebrant, the actual baptismal9 the gal‘ meEeNL of the baptised, the reference

the baptism being celebrated in the Name of the Holy Trinity and the salvation), ATC also
presented and supported by Gregory in his SCTIINON He VCNn offers information about the
feception : which ftollowed the baptism ANE that time.

Unfortunately It has NOL been possible establish whether Gregory 15 actually including
consciously the SaAcCcramen of chrismation iın the inıtiation Indescribed in his seTINON

Although certaın hints INay be found ın the FEEXT, those elements CAaNNOT formulape clear idea
of specific reference chrismation.

Ihis Gregorian Sermon the Holy Baptism 18 VC valuable SOUTICC, which SC  >
In clear and systematıc WdY;, the belief and certain liturgical practises of the early Church
regarding baptism. Its liturgical theology of inıtlation 15 of priceless diachronic value for both
the Church anı the Christian theology.

‘8 Gregory of Nazianzus, Sermon the Holy Baptism: 3 9
**? Gregory of Nazianzus, Sermon the Holy Baptism: 36,
120 Gregory of Nazianzus, Sermon the Holy Baptism: 3 9 Z5


