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Saint Basil the Great—Üan Pope 4AaMAaSUus
of Rome 3  J(MOMent of the relations

between the Eastern and the Western Christianity
Dy Toan- Vasıle Leb, Cluj/ Romanita

Saint Basil the (ireat's efftorts maılntaın the and the UNnıty of the Church, and
bring the heretic Ariens the schismatic of his time back Orthodoxy AL ell known:
particularly significant WEEIC his endeavours settle the Meletian schism and his relationship
with Rome 18 S5T in this CONTEXT.

\What Was the Meletian schism? It W d division which occurred in the Church of Kgypt
during the persecutions ANE the beginning of the 4rh CCNLUTY. 'Ihe historical SOUTICECS VaLrY in

presenting ItSs geNESIS and ITtSs development; however, IT 1s certaın that in order bring
the Church Bishop Peter the lst (300=31 of Alexandria has expedited the T' e—acceptance

In the Church of those who had abjured their faith (Lapsi) Bishop Meletius of Antioch, the
second iın the Egyptian hierarchy after the Bishop of Alexandria, has protested alongside
others agalnst Peter’'s tolerance.

During the reign of Galerius (305=31 and Maximin Daja 305 — 315) the persecution
of che Christians erupted 18r& agaln, and Peter of Alexandria together wich other Chhristians
have either been arrested they have hidden AWdY. In Peter's absence Meletius of Antioch
0:381) became the head of the Egyptian Church, but do NOTLT know whether his
action WaS based understanding between him an DPeter NOTLT It 1S known that
Meletius took certaın an chat he performed the ordination of several bishops for
the SCCS which WEIC, AL that time their former titular bishops WEeTIC arrested and they

longer knew anything about them. But Meletius’s gestur C has alarmed and displeased
members of the Church of Leypt and CT though he himself W ds arrested, he continued his
schismatic actiıon ONS the Christians of the Faeno Arabia) mines, creating eNMItYy in their
midst. Peter and four other bishops died MAarLYyIS, but Meletius WdsS released and taken
Alexandria where he organised his schismatic church, calling IT the Church of the MAYLYFS; the
Meletians, Just the Novatians considered themselves be the LIrue church: and confronted
Saint Athanasius the (Great and the Orthodox with deal of obstacles*.

Saint Basil the (Gireat wh. W dsS member of the so-called Young-Nicaean Party has CON-

tinuously strived make between the theological parties which WCIC in conflict OVCT

the Arian heresy, by conducting negotlations with borth the Oriental bishops and the estern
ONCS, the Arst of which W ds PODC AaMAasus the 1st of Rome*?. hat mattered him Was that
the Church’s UnIity had be preserved by all the bishops, who for such en had be in
CcCommunlon with OIl another. Therefore, he calls OUTL the large number of bishops he W d in

See Benjamin Drewery, Antiochien IL, In 3) 19/8: 109—111:; arl Andresen 0
Martin Kitter, Geschichte des Christentums E Stuttgart— Berlin— Köln 1993, /8 —0, the
Antiochian schism.
Hubertus Drobner, Lehrbuch der Patrologie, Freiburg 1mMm Breisgau 1994, 169173: SuUsanne
Hammann, Alte Kirche, 3’ Neukirchen-Vluyn 2003, 84 —85

YTANZEN Bäumer, Istoria papilor, Bucuresti 1996, 5E Frank, AaMAasus I< Papst, 1n
Lexikon des Mittelalters, 111, München Zürich 1986, col 469 —470
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communlon with, through faich Ajal love: that multitude of hierarchs W ds his criterion
of the ITuEGE faitcth For that FCasOonN, the heretics WCIC those wh. chose Dart with the COI11-

munion of those upholding the EFl faich In letter 204, Saint Basil reminded the citi!zens
o$f Neocaesarea of precisely »the multitude (TTAH906) of bishops from around the world which
by the (srace of God ATC united with You Cal ask those of Pisidia, Lykaonia, Isaurla, those
of the both ProvinNCes of Phrygia, the bishops of rmenia who A yYOULK neighbours, those of
Macedonia, Achaia, Illyria, aul an pain, those of Italy, Sicily anı Africa, those who make
up the healthy Part of Kgypt, 4] those of yrıa TIhey 411 write etters and recelve OM

etters reSPONSC. « From al] of these etters yVou INay SCC that AB& all united ıIn OUTL belief
(gdDuVVuyOL) and that think alike Consequently, It stands that he who [U1S5 AWdY from OUT

boinoniad he imself witcth the entire Church, VYOU INay be SUTIC of this. Look around you
brethren and SC who chares boinonid with yOou! Who 11 acknowledge ou ın che future, if
yOUu refuse ours?«“* It 1 obvious that for Saint Basil the etters PKK extremely significant by
their the koinonid, namely the communlon 15 preserved.

As the heretics Saint Basil STAates that boinonid 15 NOLT be upheld wich them, It 1S
obvious that they ATC NOL within the Church and that their baptism 1s NOL valid In order

SUppPOTT his STAaTtEeMENTS Saint Basil QqUOTES the words of Saint Cyprianus of Carthage an
those of metropolitan Firmilianus of (aesarea: » Ihose who separated themselves from the
Church longer had the of the Holy Spirit OVCLI them.«? And maılntaın the COI11-

mMmunıty IT WAsSs NCCCSSaL Y that the LIruEe faith should be kept. In chis CONTEXT Saint Basil refuses
boinonid Paulinus, wh. Was being supported by Rome and wh WasS Meletius’s of Antioch
counter-bishop, by arguing the following: I IT depended would CXr Z1VE
In the grounds that SOIMNCONC has received letter from men an that he boasts UDON It;
ll NOT StCD down for such minor ching. Not ven when such letter WeTIC OINC down
from Heavenss, if It WCIC NOLT consistent with the LIrue teachings of the faith, couldnit recelve
such 8863  — ın the saint’s communlon (koinonia)«'. Later O. 1n letter 263; written in f
and addressed the Western bishops, Saint Basil ll VEn ACCUSC Paulinus of heresy: »As

Paulinus, he also deserves SOINC reprimands especially the subject of his ordination,
aAlleT yOUu ATC of. In anı y CAaSC, also troubled by the fact that he inclines towards
the teachings of Marcel®, his adherents ATC allowed cOomMMUNIlON with him without
Aalıy control. VOU IMOST honoured brethren know, arcel’s teaching 15 SOTT of cancellation
of OUT entire hope, because neither does he ACCCDL that the Son has His (Iwn hypostasis, but
aftırms that He has only cshown Himself briefly the world then returned He of Whom

Saint Basıl the Great, Letter 204, ın Scrier|. Partea treia. Trad de Cornitescu Bodogae:
DPSB 1 Bucuresti Edit Institutului biblic ql BO  - 19858, A (we 11 urther USC this edition for
quoting); Wzlhelm de Vries, Die Obsorge des Basilius die FEinheit der Kirche im Streit MItT

Papst Damasus, 1ın Albert Rauch aul Imhof (Hgg.) Basilius, Heiliger der einen Kirche, München
1981,
Letter 188 PSB F 375
It 1S che letter received TOomM DODC Aamasus which Paulinus brought witch him ntioch, the
popes representative. At the SA time he demanded that the creed he AaInec witctch Was be signed
by all, s1gn of communNnNlonN with him and the POPDC, which Saint Basil categorically refused do
See de Vries, AT CLE
Letter 214 PSB 1 440 Paulinus had een ordained by bishop Luciter of Cagliari 1in 362 that

after Meletius who W ds then ın exile but later returned Antioch.
Marcellus of Ancyra W d> AL ISt SLTONS Supporter of the icaean creed but he later adopted the
Sabelian heresy. See Andresen Ritter, CIE:
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He Sprung from, NOT that the Paraclete eXISTS In defined WAdY. Iherefore, OLlLC WO uld
GIET In proclaiming that this 1S heresy completely dissimilar Christianity and calling it

decayed form of Judaism. For that [CASON INsIst that yYOUu take this problem Into yYyOUL
consideration. U

COIn the9 Saint Basil In close GCONTAGE with Meletius and acknowledges him
be the single legitimate bishop of Antioch, he W d convinced that Meletius’s faith Was

incorruptible. He wrIites Saint Athanasius: »In PreviOus letter!© have considered 1t suf-
Hcient ell Our Holiness that all that Dart of the Antiochians who have kept the Orthodox
teaching, MUSLT be guided towards UNIty and understanding, that ll those wh. had been
separated until NOW, ook for WdY reunıte together AAal reCOgNISE sole leader OUTL

eloved bishop Meletius. .. have considered IT SLrESS that ın the whole East,
Meletius 1s veLry ell SGCGCH CISON, with whom In koinonid, an wish all-heartedly
SCC him INANASZC (Go0od’s Church of Antioch, because his faich 1S irreproachable and his moral
conduct unparalleled. \We C therefore Sd y that he 1s actually SOTT ofhead of the whole body
of the Church, whereas the other STIOUDS AF EHETG limbs which have LOrn themselves
from this body.«"“

Nevertheless, Meletius has refused boinonia Saint Athanasius the (Great In 363, but
AIC UN4awWaTe of his [Casons In actıng he did It 1s possible he had interpreted the GE homo-
OUSLOS urther than Saint Athanasius and Was therefore distrustful of him *® Saint Athanasius
for his Dart considered It offence, thus siding with Paulinus and recognised him the
RHBIS bishop of Antioch. Despite Saint Basil’s intercessilons Athanasius and Meletius ll GVGE

agaln reach communlon with ONC another.
(n the other hand, Saint Basil Was warnıng the estern bishops NOT cCcCommunNnlon

with those eAasStTern bishops which only manitest seemingly orthodox torm of faith, but
wh. ATC In fact suspected of being heretics!*. However, when the s1ituation only CONSIStS
of disputes, the communlon 1s NOT be completely terminated because the Church deals
with SOTIT of »schism«, an the schismatics belong the Church, certaın EXTCHE Ihis
1S why the Antiochian rift WaS Hrst considered by Saint Basil schism: he would only
later dAdCCUSC Paulinus of heresy, the letter 214 which he SCHT ın OS COMAIteSs Jerentius
shows>. Even INOTC SINCE Paulinus had the SUPDOTT of Rome, there also the 1issue of
the communlon with this church, ell wich Saint Athanasius who W d in communlon
with the Roman bishop.

In this AttCr; the scholars’ Oop1n10ns VaLY. For instance, David Amand de Mendieta
(ISB believes that Saint Basil WaS in communNlon with neither Rome NOT Saint Athanasius,
see1ing that he had declared himself be Meletius’s advocate and had contested Paulinus.
Mendieta ASSECTTS the following: » Whatever the CasSC, Lt 15 certaıin that Basil; despite his SLTrONg

Letter 263 PSB 1 545
Letter PSB 1 2347236
Namley AÄstia Minor, Syria and Palestine.
Letter PSB 1 236237
Wilhelm de Vries 5 Die Obsorge des hl Basilius die Einheit der Kirche 1im Streit MIt Papst
Lamasus, 1InN: Albert Rauch / Paul Imhof (Hag.) Basilius, Heiliger der einen Kirche, München 1981,

5122
Letter 29 DPSB 12 3513

F5 Letter 214 PSB 12 439 —442



158 O0AN- Vasıle Leb

wish (for unity), remained outside the boinonia of the Roman Church«!1° Yves (lourtonne
reached the SC conclusion in his study Saint Basil”, but 1T WAas contested by Wilhelm
de Vries!8 Eduard Schwartz the other hand believes that Saint Basil WAdS in communNnlon
with Saint Athanasius, aM thereby, with Rome  D but Jean Gribomont STLAaTLES that Saint Basil
WaS ofhicially recognized by Saint Athanasius““. More recently, Wilhelm de Vries has joined
the latter in considering that regardless of the difhculties he had encountered in his relations
with Rome, Saint Basil W ds indeed in communlon with this church*!.

ith rESDECL his relations with POPDC Damasus, MUST mentlion Airst of all; that
Saint Basil WAaS in cOommMUunNlOanN with the bishops of Italy an aul letter 704 which
have previously referred proves““, Ihese bishops WEeEIC in communNı0N with Damasus,
CISO Saint Basil Was also in communılo0on with him Saint Basil’s problems with the Roman
bishop emerged from his authoritative decision SUuppOTrt Paulinus, attitude he required
CVCLYOILC else adopt. But Saint Basil ftound IT intolerable, he had different perception of

bishopss authority and he stood by Meletius. Ihe second polnt of divergence Was amasus
pretension that>including the LEasterners, should subscribe creed that had been
conceived In the West an brought Antioch by Paulinus, demand Saint Basil refused.
'Ihis that for Saint Basil the dea of the popes primacy Was simply unacceptable, due

the fact that he understood the hierarchy communlon of equal bishops;, united ın the
Samne faich and love, the head of this comMmMmMUuNIlLON being Jesus Christ. Ihe idea of visible head
of the Church, such Rome would have It; Was inadmissible the Easterners.

None the less, this hasn't impeded Saint Basil’s asking the Roman bishop for SUpPPpOTT
in his fıght agalnst the heresies. He writes him ın informing him about the actual
s1tuation of the Eastern Church. Here Aihe his words: »Most honoured Father, almost the
whole of the (Orient (and by Orient Inecan the territories from Egypt Ilyria) 1S ravaged by

powerful stirred by the heresy Arius, that foe of the truth, had OMNCC seeded and which
ONCEC agaln sprouts from Its bitter and bears terrible fruits. By 1O rhis heresy has OMMC

predominate because the foremost representatives of the Irue faich have been banished
from their churches In nearlyV eparchy, through denounces and threats: those wh: have
risen 19} terroriıze the CONscCIeNCES of the COMNLMNON Christians. Ihe only solution agalnst
these misfortunes would be yOUr Holiness’s benevolent VIsIt. In the pPast have always been
comforted by YOUL OVe and OUT souls have rejoiced for MOMENTL by learning of your future

David Amand de Mendieta, Damase, Athanase, Pierre, Melece 5r Basile, 1ın L’Eglise les Fglises L,
Chevetogne 1954, 2TA DE
Yves Courtonne, Un temolIn du [V-e siecle oriental: Saint Basile et SO  =’d’apres correspondance,
Paris 19/53
Wz/helm de Vries D, Die Obsorge des Basilius die Einheit der Kirche 1mM Streit MIt Papst
UDamasus, In: Albert Rauch / Paul Imhof (Hgg. Basilius, Heiliger der einen Kirche, München 1981,;

Eduard Schwartz, ber die Sammlung des C’ad eronensis L Leitschrift für die neutestamentliche
Wissenschaft UN die Kunde der älteren Kirche (1936)

Jean Gribomont, Rome wiß ”’Orient. Invitations ewiß Reproches de Basile, Seminarium (1975)
336 —354

7E Wrilhelm de Vries, Die Obsorge des Basilius die Einheit der Kirche 1Im Streit MIt Papst LDamasus,
1: Albert Rauch / Paul Imhof (Hgg.) Basilius, Heiliger der einen Kirche, München 1981, 45
Letter 204 DPSB 1 471
Letter PSB 12 240—7241 Although the POPC IsSnTt named, the recıplent of the letter Call be
deduced cClearly being Aamasus.
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VISIt. But when that hope Wds lost and could longer Wwalt, have OINEC ask yOUu
by this letter that yOu ATC ready help an send people wh. chare OUT ideas, that
they 11 either reconcile the disunited, pacify the Churches of God, least better
identify the authors of the disturbances, that You l also know in the future wh. be
In communlon with . «4

Saint Basil then proceeds by making mentlion of the good relations between the
bishop SCES; Insisting the NECESSILY for Roman help: » We ask for nothing NCW, but only
that which Was CUSLOMATrY the lessed worshippers of God before UusS, and You eCAUSE

know from tradition, from the athers have asked and from letter still have
with Us, that Dionysus*  2  9 that IMOST lessed bishop, maintained CONLACT with the Church of
(aesarea by of letters and SCNT his INe  e Tansom OUTFT brethren who had been old into
slavery‘®. Yet the PFrESCHNLT Circumstances Ar far IMNOTIEC itfhcult and darker, an therefore ask of

V1 greater understanding. Actually, do NOT wail the destruction of SOINC earthly
buildings, if NOT the slavery of the Churches: the atter 1S longer physical slavery, if NOT

slavery of the souls SE CVCIY day imposed by those who hght that their heresy would
prevail. bor these TCASON\NS if yOou didn’t rse OmMe and help 11LOW, yOoUu ll shortly ind
OM  M eft g1VveE hand e for all would have been dominated by heretics.«“/

Damasus, who W dsS tryıng lay the foundation of the Petrine dea of primacy“®, had
something else do In fact, ıIn OIlC of the etters he SENT the bishop Eusebius of Samosata
in 376, Saint Basil showed with regard the Westerners attitude that he W dsS accustomed

che behaviour of the Roman bishop, and ın indirect INanner he briefly characterizes It
when he SayS >>I remembered OIl  M of Diomedes’s Sayıngs: VOU should nNOL have begged him, for
he ZS arrogant MNAN, and IN all truthfulness, the hroud NALUYVeES usually fıll themselves U with

hen ONLE whished be carefulI Hem?? And f od’s wrath WEeTIC persIist, o
what help would the pride of the West be us? Ihese people do NOT know the truth, have

patience for yOoUu explain, but for the SUSPICIOUS INncCcn they do 110 what they had ONCEC

done for Marcel°®, namely they had entered nght agalnst those who WCIC tryıng explain
the truth them and ÜV thus ftortihed the heresy. far concerned, would have
wished personal letter had been written their coryphee, and NOLT collective letter*!
wouldn’t have written anything about the ecclesiastic problems, only what would have been
needed be mentioned, in order make them understand by few words that they do NOL
know the truth about what 15 happening here, an houldn’t therefore bother OLLLC anı
learn them. JIhat 15 why would have remarked that they should neither harass the people

Letter PSB 1 241
23 Nionysus, bishop of Rome TOmM A56) 268 C Elisabeth Grünbeck, Dionysios, Papst, 1n »Lexikon

für Iheologie un Kirche« LIhK HLE Freiburg 1m Breisgau 1995, 246
Ihe FeXTt refers the Gothians aM the Scythians pillages. Sozomen, Ecclesiastic History, HE
Letter PSB 1 241

28 Ihe primacy doctrine has een gradually developed anı during Damasus’'s time didn’t have clearly
defined orm. Ihe term POpe USCcC 1T today for the Roman bishop 1Ss NOT encountered prior

the 6(h CCNTLUTY. Andresen / Ritter, Geschichte des Christentums }, Stuttgart — Berlin — Köln
1993 159
Homer, lliad, I) 698
Marcellus of Ancyra.
For this vVCLY fCason Saint Basil 1S NOL addressing the Roman bishop directly, but generally 70 the
sanctifıed hrethren and fathers the West Just AN in Letter PSB 1 263



160 O0AN- Vasıle Leb

who have been humiliated In their trials, NOT confuse dignity with pride, SIN which alone
CAall sufhice In generating hostility towards God.«”

Even the letter had CONSCQUCNCCECS, iın DL Saint Basil writes agaln LO the sanctified
brethren and fathers of the west asking the Western Christians help OE HAOIE Although It
W d NOL directly addressed amasus, It has been supposedly handed him Ihe Hrst Dart
contaıns important plece of information regarding the relations between Saint Basil and
Saint Athanasius. Here 15 what the bishop of (aesarea SayS » Ihe g00d God, He \Who CC

ets distress without comfort, has L10 granted JOYy through the etters the Most
Reverend Father Athanasius has received from You and which he also sSsenNntTt testimonYy
of the sound faith and proof of perfect UnNIty from Your Dart, ehis being Mal of the
shepherds who alk ın the footsteps of OUTL fathers and who iın good 1l tend the people
of God.«** We Can clearly SC from these lines that there Was exchange of etters between
the bi-sShops, which they WCECIC In communIlon. Furthermore, the fact that Saint
Athanasius had SCNL his (aesarean colleague the Roman etters that he also considered
the other (Saint Basil an POPC Damasus) be In communlon.

Ihen, Saint Basil the ecclesiastic S1tuation in the C ESE (11GE INOLIC, showing that
»here all things have o  n weak, MOST honoured brethren, an due the repeated strikes of
OUT enemıles, the Church 15 the of sinking ike ship struck from both sides by che
SCa waves.«  2 He then asks them LO chow understanding with regard the dissensions which
have SpIuNg N and NOL distance yourselves from because of the geographical
distance between US; but the, ANK united ın the Spirit, welcome in
the harmony of single body.«" Ihe pıcture Saint Basil CONVCYS 1s quite MOVINg,
proof of his talent writer. He writes the following: »Our sufferings HC known VCeCnNn if

do NOLT chow them presently, for they have been made known throughout the world for
SOINC time NO Ihe dogmas of the Holy Fathers ALC despised, the apostolic traditions A

longer observed: instead, CW Inventlions ATC proclaimed ın che Churches and the people have
become technicians of the human word. Instead of speaking of God the worldly wisdom has
1O OINC rule after IT had usurped the go0od of the (ross. Ihe shepherds ATC exiled
and their places, wolves HK being brought, who EEAT the Hock of Christ: the prayıng
houses aAaTC NO CMPTY and 1n exchange, the deserts ATC full of weeping people. Ihe elders shed

they COIMMDALC the past with the present, che youth 40 bo: 1NOIC deplorable they
do NOL realise what they have OST Naturally, the ITE mentlion of OUT afHictions Call

Compass1ıon in those wh: know the OVEe of Christ but words ATC LOO faint when compared
with the actual reality.«“” Ihe hierarch of ( aesarea addresses vibrant and desperate call
the Westerners, asking them OINC and help them hght the Ariens » Iherefore if you have
an comfort IN His love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection an IMEVCY (Philippians
21 then decide (670E= an help us! Let yourselves burn witch fervour for the 86 faich and
eliver from this storm.«)

Letter 239 DPSB KZ 496 —497
PSB 263;
Letter PSB L 263

35 Ibidem.
Ibidem
Ibidem, 264

55 Ibidem
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In ZL2 Saint Basil both bishop Valerian of Illyricum” and the bishops of Italy
and Gaul, asking their SUupPOTT agalnst the Ariens. His WdY of addressing himself SOWS the
communilon between the Eastern and Western hierarchs: »God-loving Ajal blessed brethren
fellow from Italy and aul an their eloved bishops of ON heart with us«40 He
asks them: »COILLC OU. defence, O:  M that the Churches of the AST have long awaited
from You but have NOT yeL been deigned with.“ lhis time ask that MC In this hour
You stand fast for truth witcth Compassıon towards Us, that al] that INay have escaped VYOULC
Aars could I9(0) be better understood from the words of OUTL devout fellow Sabin,
who ll be able Q1VE You his ACCOUNLTL of al those written iın this letter. And through him

conJure You be merciful, setting aside aD Yy hesitation, and be consumed with loving
ardour for US; disregarding both the length of the WdY an AIl Yy other human interests
reasons.«*  e Moreover, in IMOST sSser10us ashion he COMNVCYS the danger menacıng the whole of
the Christendom, fact which should make the WEeSstTerners hasten and OLIlLC their CASTELrN
brothers’ assıstance. flhe peril threatens nowadays NOTt single Church, this LEMPECSL has
struck NOT only three, but the disaster of this deviation extends ItSs devastation from the
orders of Ilyria FEoypts Ihebaid. Its evil seed had been thrown by Arius and there have
been Man y of wh. have arduously cultivated this lawlessness the heresy SICW deep (079)
Ajal 110 bears VICIOUS f in uit«45 the Christians being 110 the laughing stock of the pagans“*“.
This 15 why he strongly asks for help reunify the Church: »from 110 O long SOINC of
the righteous still stand, long there 15 still of the former and understanding,
before the Church chould shipwreck, hasten, OINC quickly for this 1s what ask of
yYOu IMOST eloved brethren, A1VE helping hand those who have been broken! May Your
brotherly OVe You take p1Ity USs INaYy You hed of compasslion! [)Do NOT allow that
half of che earth be engulfed Dy blasphemy, do NOT let the Hame of faich be DUL OUt 1n those
of whom It had been lit Hrst.« Ihe solution would be convoking ecumenical synod
reinforce the teachings of the Nicaean Fathers®

His plea has been futile his estern brothers had other LLOTEC important mMmMatters
attend Hence, in N letter Basil apparently the bishop of Rome In He
CXDICSSECS his disappointment AL their ack of IOVCI »Why then have received letter of
consolation, brotherly VISIt, NOT an y other SIgn of love? For lo, this 15 the 13“ YCal SINCE
the heretics have waged Wrlr agalnst us, 28l In this time LIHOFIGC afHictions have stricken OE
churches that people Caln remember having tormented the Christians since the Gospel o
Christ W ds Hhrst preached.«“ None the less, Saint Basil still appeals his brothers of the West
who »have kept their faich immaculate, aM che of the Apostolic Creed untainted . «®

Letter Y1 DSB I2 264 —265 Although there ATC SOINC wh. CONLEST the AaCt that Valerian of Aquilaea
W as Its recıplent. PSB 1 265,
Letter PSB 1 266

41 Ibidem.
Ibidem, 267.
Ibidem
Ibidem, 268

45 Ibidem. Ihe synod Saint Basil ha wanted particıpate ABE took place in DSÖL: but he died shortly
before anı did NOL attend.
Letter 242 PSB k2. 500502
Ibidem,

48 Ibidem 502
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He VOlCEeSs the SA”dIL1E reproach the bishops of Italy an aul who, Just ike the others,
hadnitt bothered help the Eastern Church. In 376 Saint Basil wrIites the following in letter
243 » We have begged Our OVe INany times forYand help. We SE that the INCASUIC

of OUT punishment has NOL yeL been eached, yOou WefIc NOTt allowed aid USs. « After
having described the deplorable situation of the Church OIICE agaln, he SdyS »Maybe yOUu
]] finally decide PDIaY INOTIEC fervently for Uus, asking God reconcile with UuS.« this
TNOTC than A d Just 110 when »W fear this disaster May spread ven further, the scorch of
the Hre spreads cthrough Hammable mMatter, that ONCEC It burnt the VICINILY throws itself VCIN

further. Ihe infection of the heresy spread indeed further still and fear that HGE It would
have overwhelmed OUTL Churches It ll also attack the healthy part of Your dioceses.«

It W ds all in vaın the Westerners refused do anything ın SUppOTIT of Saint Basil’s
CNIICALY. Naturally, the question which one's mind 15 why? We elieve that on
the multitude of elements which have been of iımportance in this situation, there 15 crucial
ONC, namely the different perception ecclesiastic authority in AaSTt and West. eC2USE while
in the West the dea ofa monarchic primacy steadily gained pre-eminence WG through DODC
am asus of Rome, the AStTt treasured the synodality, then, by NOL reCOgNISINS Paulinus
wh. the PODC considered his eM1SSATY, Saint Basil ZOoL INnto conflict with the Roman bishop
who exacted obedience from CVECLVYONC, While the Westerners accepted this Saint Basil could
NOT his VIEW, due the Eastern ecclesiology. For him the single head of the Church 15
Lord Jesus Chsist: an in this I1  5 Lukas Vischer the following words in his disserta-
t10N, referring Saint Basil » Ihe Church 15 ON! body, and ItSs members sufter aAN: reJO1CE
for ONC another, an aAaTC moved by ONn (single) Spirit.«Sl He QqUOTES FGxt of Saint Basil’s (De
iuUdicio Dei, » Ihe sole and ELG head keeps each together and binds each OC in UnIity wich
one’s neighbour. It 15 Christ.«”* For Saint Basil, the bishop of Rome 15 the coryphee of the
Western bishops;, and the WEeSstTt has ItSs coryphee does the AST have Lts OWT), the bishops
of Alexandria and Antioch. Therefore, he had difhculty ın addressing the Roman bishop

rother in faich an NOLT superI10r, whom he should obey, an he had the COULASC
OPPOSC Aamasus In supporting Meletius agalnst Paulinus, wh. for his part had the papal

SUPPOTT, without see1ng his attitude break from the commuUunNlOoN wich the SC of Rome
According OUT above-mentioned STatements Call with Wilhelm de Vries when

he Sa yS that »the Orthodox of the ASt an the West, an Saint) Basil WEeIC always
united with am asus. Ihere W dsS$ break between them. Ihis 1S FTue ın spiıte of al] the
dissensions between the bishops of ( aesarea an Rome, and (Saint) Basil’s simply ignoring
the papal I1macy which aMASUSs demanded for the whole of the Church an also tried

impose In the Ast Ihe different ecclesiological conceptions have been the fundamental
of these dissentions. Basil has strived f0[' the well-being of the CHUufch, for better

cooperation between AaST an West, tryıng establish normal relations between the
of the Church in perfect boinonia. If he hasn't achieved 1s x0al 15 certainly NOL due

his ack of g0o0od will, but the historical Ccircumstances NOLT MCr he could have changed.«?”
Letter 243 PSB Z 502
Ibidem, 504

5 1 Lukas Vischer, Basilius der (Grosse. Untersuchungen einem Kirchenvater des vierten Jahrhunderts,
Basel 933
Saint Basil, LJe iudicio Dei S4 660
See Wrlhelm de Vries, Die Obsorge des hl Basilius die Einheit der Kirche 1M Streit mıiıt Papst
Damasus, ın Albert Rauch/Paul Imhof (Hgg.) Basilius, Heiliger der einen Kirche, München 198 M


