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lhe Way Emmaus (Lk 24 —32)
Dy SOLiIrIO0S Despotis, Athens

Preface
According Iheilßen Merz, the ADPDPCATANCECS of the resurrected Jesus fall 1INto
CategorIies: A) those when his form 1s directly visible: his appearıng 15 connected his

commanding his disciples the Resurrection the world together with his DIOIN-
isıng that he 11 be ONg them (motif of authorization: Mt Z 620; 24 36—-49;
In 2 9 925 Z 52 and (b) those when Jesus AapPCAaIs in »another form« an then,
through the interpretation of the Scriptures, me: and his words, he reveals himself (motif
of recognition: 243Jn 2 9 4-—16; 21EIn Instances falling under the
Airst the motif of doubt CETES along with that of the validation of Jesus identity.
Both deal with meeting arranged by JEsuS, who, after his Resurrection still bears the
wounds of the Crucifixion and continues be Prescnht in his church.

Both the narratıve of the resurrected Jesus AaDDPCATANCE unknown disciples, Cleopas
and another ANONYIMOUS INa  = being the WaY Emmaus (an ACCOUNT only found in Luke),
an his APDPCATANCE Mary Magdalene gardener, belong the second

Ihe Emmaus narratıve has the following COMPDONCNLS:

Ihe Encounter U= 6)
Ihe DialogueZ
Ihe Dinner (28:32)o E n 'Ihe »resurrecti1on« of the disciples and the proclamation of the Resurrection (33:35)

According Wansbrough”, the pattern of the OTY, which 15 parallel Acts 8) 2640,
ollows chiasmus:

Journey from Jerusalem (13)
Unenlightened cConversation (14)

Jesus upD _1)
Disciples declare their 19NOranCe 17=24)

Jesus explains the vo0od L1LCWS5 57
Enlightenment iın the breaking of bread 8—30)

Jesus departs 31
Delight of disciples (32)

Further spread of the vo0od NCWS (33-35)

Ihe LCXT. Was translated TOmM Greek by the postgraduate student Olympia Pavlopoulou. Ihe English
Bible AdIC quoted Tom English Standard /PYSLION 0O1 1n Bible-Works 2006, ersion

Lheißen—A. Merz, Der Historische Jesus. kin Lehrbuch, Göttingen 423
Wansbrough, Cts of the Apostles, http://users.ox.ac.uk/-sben0056/actoftheapostles.htm

(28:12.2006):
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In this article 11 LIYy STrEeSSs the rich symbolism of this Passapc by placing particular
emphasis the role of the interpretation of the Scriptures In the opening of the people’s
spiritual CYVCS.

Ihe rst day of the week
Luke places this dramatic AB In the GCENITE of triplet ofEaster CVCNLS, which took place
the Airst day of the week. As Cleopas emphasizes three days aVe already passed SINCE the

dramatic Passion CVCNTS, while quletness the FeSsSt of Saturday 2 56) has intervened. Ihe
Arst with which the Airst day of the week begins, 15 the discovery of the CMPLY tomb
an the proclamation three (0)  44; wh. ATC mentioned by their (Mary Magdalene,
an TOoanna, and Mary the mother of James,) and otherIl; Dy NC  w who stood In
shiningM} (>> V EoONT. ATTPATTOVON <<) Ihese gx00d tidings ATC expressed in the phrase:
> 0U EOTLV a  ÖE, S  Pr NyEPON (He 15 NOLT here, but has risen). As with the Annunciation the
Mary In Jesus Protohistory, the an the tidings of the angel »N the fırst day of the
weeh« Hrst fear anı then ead faith

Ihe WdY in which fear 15 recorded ın the ‚dSC of these 11, does NOT STGEIN from the
intention of reminding them of the prophecies of the but from the remembrance of
Jesus’ words in Galilee that the Son of Man IMUST be delivered Into the hands of sinful HG1

and be crucihed and the third day r1se ( > TÖV Ylov TOU AyvOpOTOU OTL  SE al TApPAdOONVAL ELC
YXELPAC A VOpOTWV AMAPTOAGV KAL TTAUPWÖNVAL KAL IN TPpU NMEPA AVATTNVAL<, 2 9 Ihe
USC of the verb >MIUVYTKOUAL< in the Scriptures does NOT only Ian the tremembrance of
word VEn in the PaSt, but also the HE worshipping experlience of this VL} ın the
PFESCHNL with such force that the PTESCHL 1s transformed (see i 25 42: Acts 10,
3 9 16)*

It should be noted that the Hrst time the prophecy of the Passion and the Resurrection
W dS heard In Galilee, WaS after the miraculous feeding of 5>.000 HC with Hve loaves and
fishes in Bethsaida Dy Jesus (9, F However, hearers of this prophecy iın 9 Z WEeEIC only
his disciples, who after the experlence of feeding the crowd, WCIC questioned about the den-
tIty of Jesus. After Peter's ANSWEeET that Jesus 1S »the Christ of God« ©& 20); Jesus prophesized
the passıon, his rejection by the ofhcial representatives of Israel and fınally his crucihxion and
resurrectlon. Eight days later the three disciples had the astounding eschatological experience
of Jesus JIransfiguration the mountaın (>6 LUATLOMOG AÜTOU AEUKOC EEATTPÄTTOV <) and of
the of (G0d’s Kingdom NOLT 1ın the distant future, but ıIn the dramatically experienced
PTIESCHLT (9 2836 (In this mountaln, glorified Jesus W dsS SCCI1 surrounded by Moses an
Elias, who (as only Luke notes) appeared in oglory and spoke of his departure- exodus- which
he WasS about accomplish 1n Jerusalem (>öd0EvTEC V ÖGEN EAEYOV TNV EEOOOV NÜUTOU NV NMEMEV
TANPODV CV Tepovoainu«, 9; 51) According Luke, the Law and the Prophets, represented
and symbolized by the Old Testament personalities who had the overwhelming experl-
GE of the theophany AT Sinai, do NOT aD DCAT focus their prophecy the exodus of Israel
from the »Egyptian« Roman) slavery, but the exodus of Jesus from Jerusalem through his
passıon and resurrectlon. By rephrasing the Shemd the interpretive Volce of Yahweh (the
Bat Qol) makes It In fact clear that A the leading personalities of Judaism and the
entire world AI compelled isten, NOT only od’s word, 1T Was written down In the

Michel, MILVNTKOULAL In Kittel (He.), I 9 Stuttgart 1959, 678687
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Torah (Dtn 6’ 4), but also Jesus words and especially those regarding his Passion and his
Resurrection..

Ihe angels refer back this word of the Lord when addressing the bearing the
spices. At the SaJImIne time, the audience of Luke’s gospel correlates the experMeENCE of the COI1L-

ıng of od’s Kingdom Into History (the Iransfiguration) that took place the eighth day
(9 27 with the men’s good tidings of Jesus’ resurrection »ON the fırst ddy of the WwWeeck«. Ihe fact
that Luke loads the yfirst« day with the symbolism of the eighth 15 also proved by the motit of
calmness, which precedes It 56; 2 9 Z In this three days’ qulescence, the of the
disciples 6  9 preceded according Jewish belief the creation anı will, In eschatological
9 signalising the transıtion from the old the New Age (4 Esdr 7) 29)? In the New
Tlestament this transıtion the L1CW Aion takes place in history because of the passıon and
the resurrection of Jesus.

In Luke this QiAle Easter day reaches Its peak 36—49 with the visible of Jesus
»IM the middle« of his disciples, the greeting Shalom (Peace), the confirmation through eating
Aish and honey according Majority Text) that the resurrected Jesus 15 NOT SpIrt, and the
ensulng Christocentric universal explanation of the Scriptures. In this WdY the feelings of fear
an agltation Airst turned into »JOY and wonder«, with of underlying disbelief (verse
41). and iın the en: iInto »A j OYy« (verse 50)

Place an People
It 1S remarkable MI that In Luke the resurrected Jesus does NOT Arst reveal] himself

DPeter (compare Cor F3 who FOSC an LAn the tomb (>> AVATTAC EÖPAUE ET TW LVELG <)
In order verify the information of the spice-bearing (0)  N; but unknown disciples,
who WCIC their WaY geographically unidentified L[OWN Ihe destination of the
disciples has NOT been adequately determined until today. Emmaus (< chammatl Wrnı
cCurative spring)®, which according the Gospel 15 60 stadia’, 1.e LG (6,9 miles), AWAYfrom Jerusalem, has been identified with the following Dlaces®:

Emmaus 1s place known from the attles of the Maccabees ( Macc 6 DE 4)
lhis COWN, that W dsS later named Nikopolis, (HIGE fortihed by Bacchides Macc 250
Josephus, Ant Was SET Hire ın and W d later rebuilt (Josephus, Bell
3:5.5) It 1s also identihed with the village Amwas the road Joppe Ihis sıte,
where there WdsS CIty and NOT LOWN in the Hellenistic period, 15 about 40 km from
Jerusalem, the question 1s raised how the disciples covered distance of 98(015= than
S() from anı Jerusalem In only OI!  M day.
Ihe Crusaders identified Emmaus with el-Quibeibeh, which 1s ocated northwest
of Jerusalem and exactly the S”dILlC distance that noted In the Gospel. In 099

the Crusaders erected there fortress and built church). (However there 1s
evidence of L[OWN called Emmaus situated ın this particular area).
Josephus mentlions LOWN called Ammadi distance of U stadia (5 km) from
Jerusalem (Josephus, Bell 7.6.06), where Vespasian settled 1010 Ihis site 1s NO

Despotis, ETOVPAVLOG /A\AXTPELA 03n KEO.z ENG ÄTokaAdVewc TOU LwWAVVN, Wiesbaden 2000, 144
OvACZLUOAOUG.

(Codex) al 160 OTAÖLW.
Strange, Emmaus, 1nN: Freedman, Ihe Anchor Bible Nictionary, vol IL, New ork 1992
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called Quloniyeth and 18 located L1ICAaAT Bet Mozah (Isa I: 26) lhis 1S probably the
IMOST likely ocation.

Ihe disciples who walked that LOWN ATC also unknown Ihe Name Cleopas
1S chort form of the Name Cleopatros and has connection Clopas (Jn 9 25’ Eusebius,
Historia Ecclesiastica D Regarding the other ANONYINOUS walker 1t 15 assumed that he WdsSs

either Simon (not Peter but) the SO  —- of Clopas (Origen, (lontra Celsus 202 68; cod. S) 949),
Nathaniel cod V‚ 9th century), the wife of Cleopas Peter (something impossible It 15
TOVCN in 2 9 34) Ihe liturgical tradition of the Eastern Orthodox Church has adopted the
VICEW that 1t Wds Luke, NVCN though the Evangelist himself iın the preface of his gospel does
NOT Hanlie himselfON the eyewltnesses and of the ord (l D

Ihe disclosure of these walkers’ 1S surely NOLT important the evangelist. More
important 1s their path SINCE they ATC both presented walking AWdY NOT only geographi-
cally but metaphorically well, from Jerusalem, which 1s the kernel the GceNtiTE of the
»theological geography« of Luke’s entire work and Constitutes the ink between the divine
Promise and the historical Fulfilment. After the antıcıpation of three days and the escalation
of anxiety It that the disappointment due the trag1ıc en of Jesus of Nazareth and
their unfulfilled expectations led them LUrn AWAY from the entire plan of divine CCONOINY,
In which the LOWN of David W d point of reference.

At this MOMENT of existential detachment from the Holy City, Jesus, drawing NCAL, walks
witcth them. Ihus, AA after his resurrection he continue the peregrination he has
already begun from Galilee Jerusalem. In OIl  M »M  C« in Full the COUISC of the
divine CCOLLOILNY In Luke’s Gospel, OILlC should HArst remark that chrough the Annunciation
28l Birth mYySster10us descent of: the God-Saviour takes place who 1Ss escorted by angels
earth where darkness thrives an the world 1S sleeping (Lk 27 8) lhis descent 1s obvious only

SOINC unknown an humble PCISONS, the Virgin Mary and the shepherds. After that, the
exodus (that 1S, Ascension) * of Jesus from Galilee O the Holy City through Samarid tabes place,
which ends with his publiclhy degrading CruCLfIXLON Dy the representatives of the Torah the lemple
and the Roman government. A the OULSsSeL of that journe), It has already been noted, there Z5S the
description of the ascension of Jesus the mountaıin of glory and his JIransfiguration, that
the disciples (the future pillars of the Church: Gal Z Ca understand only if they ake
U Before the description of'the ascensi0on of Jesus heaven AL the right side of the Father
(Ek 24 5053 Acts 1! 6 1‚ 7 53:56); in the narratıon of the WadY Emmaus there 1s
reference his descent the dark depths of doubt and disbelief of the disciples, which
leads their ascension from the tomb of their hopes anı expectations the M1ss1onNary held
of the of the od’s Kingdom. It 1S about ascension before the Ascension! In both

only after awakening procedure do the disciples realize that the Law aN: the Prophets
speak of Jesus. In the transfıguration -Metamorphosis*', the disciples AdTIC invited through the

Eothinon V In Abpostoliki Diakonia (He.), I IxparkAntıcn A  NTOL OUKTwWNnyoc MeydAn, Athens 399
Compare Lk 9 5: » Ey£vetTo ÖE V T TVWTANPODT ÜL TAC NMEPAC AVAMNUVEwWG MÜTOU KAL XÜTOC TO
TROTWTOV ETTNPLTEV TOU TOopEvETÖRI ELC TepovoaANL« \When the days drew AT for him be taken

he SCT his CcE Jerusalem)
It 1s EEFHE that, In the CASCG o the WdY Emmaus, Jesus 15 NOT depicted taking another 'orm (see
Mk 1 ın the OCCAaslı1on of the JTransfiguration. The CYCS of the disciples AL kept TOom
recogniziıng him 2 9 32) In opinion, this 15 due the ’aCct that Luke, having dea] with

early Gnosticism, does NOLT wish hed doubrt the 'aCT that the resurrected Jesus NOLT simply
seemed have but really had hızıman Hesh
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protological and eschatological olory of Jesus and the divine VO1LCE understand and aAaCCCDL
the Passion. In the second CddC, the disciples an the listeners AL invited through the Passion

VICW the glory of the resurrected Messiah.

lhe Exodus of the disciples from Jerusalem
Ar the beginning of the narratıve the disciples AD PCal talk intensively"“ each

other about al these chings that had happened (> TDOC AMNAOUG TEPI A VTOV TOV TUWBEBNKÖTUV
TOUTWV«). It 15 characteristic that the phrase »TPOC AMNAOUG« has already been used in the
Gospel NOTeEe the reactIi1ons of the shepherds 2 15), the farmers (20, 14) an other VWl
GCGSScs (4 3 9 6) E S, 25} the SL: angc CISON and actlons of Jesus. Ihe object of the
COoNversation between the disciples 18 NOTt only the discovery of the CMPLY tomb by the
spice-bearing and Peter, the reader / istener Arst SUPPOSCS, but Cleopas explains
in VEISCS 9=20; a]] the EVENTS regarding Jesus of Nazareth, » MAan ıho Wads prophet mighty
IN deed and. ord before Godandall the people, and H04 OU  - chief priests and rulers delivered him
U, LO he condemned LO death, and crucified him« (> ÖC EYEVETO AVNP TDOON ÖUVVATOC V EDY@ KAL
AOy@ SVOAVTLOV TOU I2a Ka TAVTOC TOU AA0D, OTG TAPEOWKAV AÜTOV OL APYLEPELG KAL
YU@OV ELC KPLIUC OX vVaATOU Ka ETTAUPWTAV MÜTOV <<) Ihe words of Cleopas, 1s proved by their
comparıson with the words of DPeter in Acts 2 20ZDA: 10, 38), WEEIC part of the SCLIILLON an
perhaps of the Credo (confession of faith) of the Hrst church. However, »recıting the creed«
does NOT ead LFuE faith, and has existential impact it the spiritual CYCS and the mind of
MC do NOT Open-

lhis 15 why Al this IMOMENT of their COININON alk and discussion they ANHS touched
by the CISON, whose experience »LOrTMECNTS« them. Ihe revelation of the resurrected Jesus
of Nazareth 18 presented through the method of the trag1Cc 1IronYy. \While the listeners know
that the OIM  ( approaching the CTTAanTl disciples 1s the OmnıIisclent Jesus, the disciples do
NOLT know that. Furthermore Jesus actually approaches the disappointed disciples with
question, pretending know nothing about the CVGNES In Jerusalem'*. Ihe co-walkers
CXDICSS their surprise ANE this ENCOUNTLTLET with the question »Are VOU e only ONE uho lives IN
Jerusalem and. do NOL bnow hat happened this day? « (>XZD WOVOC TAPOLKELG TepovoaAnıu Ka OUXK
EYVWC Ta YEVOLEVOA V XUTN V TALC AL  ®  NUEP TAÜUTALG; <) They AL compelled (a) stand sad> and
(b) CXPDTICSS the TcCason of their gloominess.

\Whart 1s worth noting and TOVCS the literary Hair of Luke 15 the fact that Cleopas with
his answer summarızes the entire CONTLENT of the Gospel in unique WAdY. TIhrough the phrase
>0 MEM@V AvTpOoDTDAL TOV Iopanl « (the OMNC about redeem Israel) the istener remembers
the prophecies of the and those of the Protohistory of Jesus, which WeTIC announced by
Gabriel, Mary, Zacharias and Simon regarding the CISON and the works of the newly born
Jesus. bor three days all these predictions have seemed be Adle tale NpOC) His public
act1ons, which aAaICc summarized in EYEVETO XVNP TROONTNCG ÖUVATOC V EDY@ Ka AOY@ EVOAVTLOV
TOU (JEe07) KAL TOAVTOC TOU AOU (24, » INA  x ıho0 WddS Prophet mighty IN deed and ord

OprAety 15 sed In only Dy Luke
See Karris, Ihe Gospel according Luke, New Jerome Biblical Commentary), New Jersey
1992 /20
John ollows similar technique especially In the narratiıon of the dialogue between Jesus and the

TOM Samaria (Jn 4
ES Instead of » ETTAONTAV TKUOPWTOL« W, @, and the Majority lext insert >> OTE TKUOPWTOL; « 1n the

question of Jesus.
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before God and all the people«; Nale 47 6—30:; S Da DAaVC the impression the crowd that
he 1s the expected SIICGESSQCLH. of Moses, the Prophet, who ll indeed S”A”’AVC the people from the
TannYy of their ODPICSSOLS Romans).

Ihen there 1s the reference of Cleopas the crucifixion, usıng the AT phrases the
CS used bDy Jesus prophesy the crucihxion. His ALISWCTLI culminates in the phrase: >NUEIC

NATLCoLEV ÖT  4 AÜTOC EOTLV LEMOV Autpodolaı TOV Topanık- S  R E KAaL JUV TOAOLV TOUVTOLC TPITNV
TAUTNV NUEPAV z  Ayel A QU TAUTA EYEVETO« » We hoped that It W d> Him, wh. would free Israel
However, despite all these, today 15 the third day, SinCe all of these happened«). Ihe phrase wich
the verb »hoped« 1n past and especlally the HA KAL OUV OO LV TOVTOLG « (however,
despite these) CXADICSSCS the feeling of despair O ItSs peak after three days of futile waltıng.
Ihe ALLISWCT ends with reference the doubtful information given by the » fanciful« accord-
ıng the disciples) regarding the Vision of angels, who Sa y that he 1S >alive« (in
Presecnt tense). lhis information 1S verihied by »others« and by Peter, mentioned ın 2 9
(see In 20 Ihe AL1SWET of Cleopas concludes witch the question of the sceptic: NÜTOV ÖE
OUK <100V (but him they did NOL see).

Ihe explanation of the Scriptures
Ihe of Jesus STArts with the vocatiıve address: &e AVOoNTOL KAL S pAÖELC TN KApÖLla

( oolish (OI1ES; and slow of heart)! lhis 1s the characterization of those who had considered
the gospel of the myrrh-bearing delusion and had been astonished by the FrCDOTL
of the CMDLTY tomb. Ihese introductory words of Jesus, which correspond the rhetorical
question witch which Kleopas started his ANSWCI, work ANE Hrst sight embarrassing Ahel then
stimulating the disciples KOATA SpPAyXÜ TPOC TNV TNCG AVATTÄTEWC mOT «16 After that Jesus,
instead of repeating his OW) predictions regarding the Passion and his Resurrection,
occurred with the myrrh-bringing T1, interprets PCH eEV IN 0]  Öl  [ (on the WaYy) the
Scriptures, which speak of Himself.

As IT 1s proved by the double repetition of the phrase > KOATO TAC L1DAXdAc« (according
the Scriptures) in the confession of faich of the early church in Cor 15, 35 the validation
of Jesus Passion Aı Resurrection by the dcriptures Was basic COM of the early church.
After the Resurrection Jesus himself tries chrough his explanation of the Scriptures 3A

his COompan10ns that the passıon anı the resurrection of the Messiah WCECEIC inherent ın the
divine del Ihe speeches of Acts demonstrate the WdY Jesus explained the Scriptures his
disciples. Jesus Christ himself started his public mMinistry 4BB the SYNagOSUuC of his hometown
with the following programmatıc ACT (4 625 He read the important messianic prophecy
Isa an then declared: ZNMEPOV TETANPWTALY, 1 DA XÜTN eV TOLC GOLV UUWV (4;, Today
this Scripture has been fulfılled In yYyOUL hearing).

Ihe explanation of the Scriptures by Jesus (as It 1S proved by the »burning« that 15 caused
iın the hearts of his co-walkers), does NOL simply intend OV! that the WaY the oglory for
the Messiah ZOCS through Passion. Ihe Christological explanation of the Scriptures by Jesus
Christ himself is prophecy and proclamation (see Cor 1 ZU; As It 1s noted
by Andriopoulos’”, by analyzing the Greek term » Hermeneilja« (explanation), used ıIn
28,; ythe work of Hermes, the INCSSCHESCI of the ll of God, W ds explain, clarify and make

C ramer, atenae (Graecorum patr um In Novum Jestamentum, vol 2) Hildesheim 1967, /:
]) Andriopoulos, 165 I IpoBAnNıa TOU IoTopiKoV Incod V TN ZUYYPOVw@ EpunNveuTIKN TNG o  v TO Dac
TNG Oeoloylac KupiMov TOU AXsEAVÖpEWC, Athen 1975,
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clear the will of God humans«. According Philo, »d prophet 1S interpreter, God from
within prompting him what he ought NS (Praem 1) 55)

In the Old lestament the burning, In the hearts of od’s workmen (here caused by the
Christological explanation of the Scriptures), 18 heavily connected with the declaration of the
Mery prophetical specech, which 1in expressing the ll ofGod, GrEE21€eS CI1SIS in the CONSCIENCES
of people (Jer 2 ‚9 In the Scriptures It 1S also connected with the all-powerful Love »

love 25 ZT4 death, jealousy is fıerce the QWYAVE, Its flashes are flashes E, the very flame of
the Lord. Many WdLers CANNOL quench love, NOr wl VIUVErS overflow 16«, Song of Songs 85 (and
in > KPATALO C DAVaATOC AYATIN, TKANPOG C 0X  ÖNc CNAOG TEPITTEPCA AÜTNC TEPITTEPC TUPOC,
ÖAOYEC AUTNC: v  Öwp TTOAY QOU ÖUVNTETAL TBETAL TNV AYATENY, KAL TOTAMLOL QU TUYKANTOVTW. « Hence
the interpretation of the Scriptures results iInto the purification of these disciples hearts from
all the conventional mess1anı1ıc understandings, which had existed before the advent of Jesus
an lights upD the Hames of their HArst love the Zeq|] or His Face

In the Gospel of Luke the burning 1s the Arst condition and the Arst CONSCQUCNCC of
understanding the Scriptures. Jesus NEXT StCD ll be in the following I  9 right after eating
the fısh, OPCHN-UPD their minds understand the Scriptures (>>'L'OÜ TUVLEVAL TAC rpocc[>äg «
VEISC 45) In this phase, the evangelist 11 ad: the understanding of the Gospel's universal
INCSSaSC. 'Ihis transformation of the disciples’ SCINSC5S, It 1S TOVCO by this vital PasSsSagCl, 15
NECECSSALY for the understanding of the Scriptures aN: 1s completed the day of Pentecost
with the coming of the Spirit iın the ftorm of cloven tongues of Hre Ihart day, Peter will
fully acquire the ability explain the Scriptures Dy himself. Ihis SCITIIMNON of Peter 11 also

burning, that 1S CISIS of his listeners’ CONSCIENEE; T' epentance and zeal for Jesus, It
happens the disciples in the under examı1ınatıiıon Passagc of Luke 24 (see Acts KL 5)
Right after the afHation of the Holy Spirit in Acts Luke the result of the explanation
of the Scriptures in the SCILLLOTIL > ÄAKOUOAVTEC KATEVUYNTAV TNV KAPÖLAY, SITTOV TpOC TOV
1 1eTpov KAL TOUC AOLTODC ATOTTÖAOUG, << TOMNTWLEYV, ÄVÖpEC 20} sM>o(; » I I&Tpoc ÖE TPOC XÜTOUG,
« MetavonNoarte, KAL BATTLTONTAW EKATTOC UU®OV SI TW OVOMATI In AÄPLTTOV ELC ÄDETLWV TV
AUAPTLOV UL®V, Kal AMNWVEoÖe TNV ÖWPEAXV TOU YLov T VEULATOC: ULLV YAp EOTLIV ETAYYEALC KAL TOLC
TEKVOLC UUWV KAL NO TOLC ELG WAKDAV QOTOUC 0V TPOTKAAETNTAL KUPLOG o} ola NUOV ETEpolc
AÖyoOLC TAÄSELOOLYV ÖLEWXPTÜPATO, KAL TApEKÄNEL XÜTOUCG AEYOwY, «XZwünTeE ATTO TNCG YEVEAC TKOALAC
TAUTNG>. el UEV QUV ÜTOÖEEAMEVOL TOV AOYOV NÜTOU EBarTtTIiOONTAY, KL TPOTETEONTAV e IN w  uc—
EKEIN UYAaL (WTEL TPLTYLALAL. YOAV ÖE 7rpocxocprepoüv*reg IN ÖLÖAYN TV ATTOOTÖAGOV KAaLl n KOLVWVILC,
IN KAdos£L TOU T' KAaLl TALC TPOTEUYALG. Eyiverto ÖE TAON Vuxn ößoc, OM  X TEPATA KAL ON UEL
ÖL TOV ATOOTÖAGV EYLWVETO« (2 37-43)

Another element worth noting 1s that the explanation —proclamation takes place the
WAaY. Ihe entire work of Luke UuScCcsS the symbol of the WdY emphatically in order o1Vve ‚V  Y
Iheophilos (Friend of God);, who 1S overwhelmed by MYSTCIY religions and philosophies,

Now when they heard this they WECEIC CUL the heart, a! said Peter and the FEST of che apostles,
»Brothers, what chall d0>« And Peter said them, »Repent anı be baptized CVCIY ONEC of you 1n
the NaIine of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of YOUTF S1INS, and yYOUu will recelve the glft of the Holy
Spirit. For the promise 1S ftor yYOUu an for yOUL children aM for all wh. ATIC far off, CVCIVOLLC whom the
Lord OUT (30d calls imself.« And with Manı other words he Ore wıtness and continued exhort
them, sayıng, »Save yourselves TOom this crooked generation.« So those who received his word WCIC

baptized, anı there WEIC that day about three thousand souls. And they evoted themselves
the apostles’ teaching an fellowship, the breaking obread and the PTayCIS, And A W AInNnc uUuDON

soul, and INanıy wonders AHal S1eNS WEeTIC being done chrough the apostles.
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the ANSWeTr the question: ywhich 15 the WdY truth anı life?« In the works of Luke the
ODK belief is identihed »the WAY of the L07’d« (18, 25 9 9) SG OS 9‚ 17 20) and the
Christians those) »of the AY: (Acts 9; In Acts the »ONn the Z explanation takes place
In the AdSC of the eunuch Lreasurer of the u  N of Ethiopia wh: bears the title, of Candace
(Acts 8‚ 2855 This narration also OCcCupIeS important place In the work of Luke, since
It 15 the Arst CcConversion of Gentile (not European but African) Christianity AL
MmMOomMent when he (just the disciples of the DB passage) 1Ss returnıng —descending-
from Jerusalem obviously disappointed because he Wäds> prohibited from entering che Temple
beyond the ou of the Gentiles and from being fully accepted Into the chosen people of
Israel because he W d Eunuch.

In both the revelation contributes the proclamation, which CONSCQUCNCE
Causcs the inner shock ItSs recıplents. Ihe difterence between the 1es in the
fact that whereas in the Acts Passagc the explanation refers Isa O VE (according the
translation of L  J; in 24 in al three times when Jesus refers the explanation of the
Scriptures, he uUuScCcsS »7Z'02;«. Ihe intention of this multiple repetition of >TAG<« 15 emphasize:
(a) the fact that during the aCtIVvIty of Jesus In the world all prophecies have been fulfilled and
NOt Just those regarding the restoration of the nation of Israel anı the coming of the olorious
Messiah that the rabbis studied and explained selectively and (b) that the Scripture 1S whole
entity because ItSs reference point 15 Jesus-Logos”” himself.

Ihe AapPCArance of the resurrected Jesus
Ihe full revelation of the Word does NOT take place through the explanation of the

Scriptures but chrough the breaking of the bread, It 1S emphasized in 31 Ar that
MOMeEeNT ÖömvolyOnNoav OL ÖdÖaALOL MÜTOV KL ETEYVWOAV OQUTOV (»And their CYVCS WCIC opened,
and they recognized him«). Jesus does NOT reveal himself in powerful WdY It happened in
Sinal, but simply chrough the breaking of the bread and the meal afterwards. He 15 revealed
through daily aGT; which PT'  S COMMUNITY, forgiveness, sharing, fullness, an JOY. Ihe
breaking of the bread declares the liturgical gathering, which W dS the characteristic feature
of Christianity (Acts 2) 46) Ihe specific meal, which In SLTANSEC WaY 15 hosted Dy Jesus and
NOLT by those who forced him STaYy with them and CAE because » the day has hassed«, does
NOLT apPCar be Eucharistic mess1anı1C, but recalls both The istener 15 reminded of the
several dinners Jesus participated In, either host during his public MINIStrY.
It especially refers the meal Jesus »g00d shepherd« offered the 5.000 In Bethsaida also
In the evening (9 10 E Ds 230 when he thanked (Z06 an SaVC them the bread
Only In Luke 18 this particular dinner related the revelation of Jesus the suffering and
resurrected Messiah Arst made by Peter and then Dy the Father-God. During the dinner S08
Emmaus the disciples also OPCNH their CYCS and realize the identity of their companilon,
who however immediately disappears from them. Ihe Church Fathers explain this ACT of Jesus

ollows: OTE  4 AOLTTÖV ETLOTEUVOOV TOLC AOYOLC XÜTOU, OTE KAL TNV oı EUOAN KAOLOTNTLV XUTOLG:
QOU UNV TUUTAPAMEVEL- AÜTOC YAp NTW, AOAVTOC EYEVETO ATT  u NHÜTOV: OÜKETL YApP ET TNV AVAOTAOLV

Compare 1) »Kot6(l)g TAPEÖOTAYV NL OL AT XPYXNG MÜTOTTAL KAL UTNNPETAL YEvouevoL TOU
AÖ‘YO‘U « (just 4A5 those who TOmM the beginning WEeIC eyewltnesses an ministers of the Word
have delivered them us)

Karris, Ihe Gospel according Luke, New Jerome Biblical Commentary), New Jersey
1992 P
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T TOU Kuptov TPOG TOUG WAONTAG TOLAUTA ole Ta TPOTEPOV, ÖTWG SV TOUTOU TAELOVWC TOV To906vV
ETAUEN <<

Ihe WdY disappointment ın faith Ahal the M1sSS1ONarYy suffering 15 completed with the
vesurrection of the disciples Aat the SEA me their FGLEHER the place of Crucihxion and
Resurrection al especially the gathering place of all the disciples, Jerusalem, and the CONVCY-
C6 of the joyful INCSSaASC the FeSst of the disciples. Ihis return-repentance CAH be stopped
neither by fatigue NOT hunger L1OT by the darkness that has already been spread. Each InNna  =

LAastTes the JOoy of the sight of the resurrected Jesus and feels the need CONVCY this INCSSaCc
his brothers aN: the world (see 1’ 2642

Ihe entire IngeN10US PASssSapc 1about the WdY Emmaus 15 surrounded by sayıngs regard-
ll'lg the disciples capability of spiritual VISION. \When Jesus approaches Cleopas and the
other disciple, the evangelist > OL Y ÖdOxALOL MÜTAV EKPATOUVTO TAY UN ETLYVOAVAL NÜTOV
without declaring the of the spiritual blindness of the disciples (verse 1 )’ who claim
that the witnesses SAa W his CMDLY tomb »Dut him« (the resurrected Lord himself) »£hey
SAaUW « (v. 24) After the »CAUSTLC« Christocentric explanation of the Scriptures an during
the breaking of the bread, the CYVCS of the disciples, who until then could NOLT CONCEeILVeEe of
Messiah crucihed OUL of ineftable OVe INa  e and resurrected from his M  ’ dIC opened
(Lk 18 38) Ihen the disciples recognI1ize Jesus. Ihe verb ETIYWVWOTKO originally used when
referring (God does NOTt only I11CAall recognIize but elieve with rESPECL and AW ell
(Hos 5 4! Zeph 2 9 Job 3 9 2 x k Clearly, after having treaded the existential
path of descent despair the disciples ATC led belief in Jesus through the explanation of
the Scriptures and the dinner given by Him, who condescended approach them and alk
with them the SaIne WAdY.

In order understand the significance of the motiftf of the opening of spiritual CYVCS ıIn the
Gospel of Luke, @inle: should take Into consideration that the entire two-volume work of Luke
STAarts and ends with regarding the spiritual Vision of Jesus (3256d the opposite. In
the Protohistory the shepherds iın the night en]Joy see1ng the olory of the Lord @ S—10) and
old Simeon pralses the Lord (2 52) because chrough the Holy Spirit he aCqulres the ability

SC him and O« iın Ihe infant Jesus 15 » licht lichten the Gentiles, and. the
glory of thy heople [.Wflt’l« (Lk Z 55 At the beginning of his mi1iss1ion ın Nazareth Jesus
promises fulfil the prophecy of Isaiah and » LO VECOUET the sight LO the lz'na'« (Lk 4,
1/=530:; SCC E Z 18 35) Ihe CYCS of his CO-patrlots, however, vcn though they Lurn
him with wonder, ATIC spiritually blind \When he declared his identity Messiah » t/Jey 0OSE

U and drove him OUL of the LOWN and brought him LO the DrOouw of the hill which their FOWN
WdadSs Duilt, that they could Hrow him OWN the (L 4, 29 >NyYayoV AMÜTOV EWC O®PVOC TOU
OPOUC E QU TÖALG WKOOOUNTO AÜTAOV WOTE KAOTAKPY WVLTAL QUTOV«) At the OUTSET of the ourney

Ascension after the FEIHEN of the /0 disciples, Jesus thanks the Father for the revelation he
performed the »infants« and then regards the »infants« happy Dy sayıng this: »Blessed AYre
the CVES that Y what you see! For tell you that INAN)Y prophets and Rings desired LO SCE what you
IEEC, and did NOL SCE E and LO hear what you hedar, and did NOL hedar 11« (10:23 4 Maxdpıol OL
ÖdOxAuOL ell BAETOVTEC HN SAETETE. AEY® YAp ULLV OTL  q mTOoAMOL TPOONTAL KAL BATLÄEIG NOEAINTAV 1ÖETV
ÜMELC BAETETE KAL OQOUXK Ala KL AKODTAL e MKODETE KAL OQOUXKX NKOVTAV «) Ihe entire work of Luke
ends with the disclosure that, despite Paul’s FOoViINg the Jewish people in the GENTFE of the

9 C ramer, atenae (Giraecorum Patrum in Novum JTestamentum, vol 2‚ Hildesheim 1967, V
See Iheophylaktos, Enarratio In evangelium Lucae CapD. 29 1A4
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Imperium OMANUM Rome- that the Dcriptures speak of Chrst. they remaın blind this
liberating VE (Acts 28 2328

In the Emmaus PasSsSagC, the phrase » ÖMvolyONTAV el! ÖdÖaALOL MÜTOOV KAL ETEYVWOAV
MÜTOV « recalls EVENTS in (senesis Devil LCMPLTS Eve with the following words: >>?']521 YAp
Ceoc OT1  SE V V  2 NMUEPA OAyNTE AT  u AÜUTOU, ÖLA voLyONTOVTAL UMLGV ol ÖdOAXALOL, KAL Aexdelui: C Oeol

e/YVWTKOVTEC KAAOV KAL TOVNPOV E KAL eiÖEV YUOVN OHE!}  &s KAAOV CO ZÜAOV ELG SPOTLY EL ApPETTOV
TOLG ÖÖOAALOLC LÖELV KaLl WPALOV SO'TLIV TOU KATAVONTAL, KAL AdBoDOn TOU KAPTOV MÜTOU EOAYEV*
KL SÖWKEV KAaL T AyÖöpt AÜUTNG UET AUTNC; KAL EOAYOV. Ka ÖmvolyOnNoav OL ÖodOAXALOL TV VO, KAL
EYVWOAV O<  E YyuMmvol Y1O0V, KaAL PpPAVvAV OÜMO TUKNG KAL ETOLNTAV EQUTOLG TEPILÜOLATA. Ka NKOVTAV
TNV KupLov TOU (J)eo TEPILTATOUVTOC V TO) I I1apaxösiow TO ÖELALVÖV, KAaLl EKpUßNTAV Sn A0ay
KAL Y XÜTOYU ATTO TPOTWTOU KupLov TOU (-)eo  U V ET  (  C TOU ZÜAOU TOU TAPAÖELTOV. Ka ZKAANEOEV
Kupı0c &6C TOV Adün KAaLl EITEV ATW Aö  M, TTOU Ef; > KAL EITEV XUTO « Inv @WVYNV TOU NKOVTA
TEPITATOUVTOCG V TW TAPAÖELTO KAL EdoßNON», OTL  SE YULWVOC EL, KAL eKpußNV> (3 5_9 22 In the
garden of Eden because of eating the forbidden fruit the CYCS of the Inan OPpCNH, Airst SCC

that the ELGE WaS vood for food, that 1T WdS delight the CYCS and that It W ds be desired
make ONC WISse (> OTL  4 KAAOÖV TO EÜAOV ELC SPOTLV KAL OVE}  E APETTOV TOLC ÖdÖAALOLG IÖETV Ka WPALOV

EOTLIV TOU KATAVONTAL«) and then realize the existential nakedness and the perishing that
results when Ian makes himself vod. In Luke the breaking an the eating of the bread 1ın
the evening leads OTE agaln recogniıtion of and faich In the Creator, Wh0m dam tried

avoid in the afternoon. In the narration of the Protohistory there 1s the dominant questlion
»Adam where ATIC you:« (> Aödu, TTOU £l,«) while in Luke’s narratıon the question that hangs
In the A GE 18 where the NCW dam 1S In the Arst narratıve of (senesis 33 ife 1S succeeded Dy
death In the second, death 15 crashed an life 15 triumphant.

Another similar reversal of the exIsting sıtuation, miraculous transıtion from spiritual
blindness and gloom Nto light, 1S found In Acts ın narration of the path from disbelief
belief. It 15 the WdY of Saul from Jerusalem Damascus, which 1S described three times in the
Acts (9. ] I9 2 9 G1 2 9 1L2—-18; SE( C or DE JOr 15 8) Cor 4! 6) Gal 1) 12 1516
In both the opening of the CYVCS 15 combined with Journey which has Jerusalem
startıng point. In borch the protagonists have been informed of Jesus entering od’s
olory by wIı1itnesses (the myrrh-bringing and Stephen) an have istened similar
explanation of the Scriptures. In Acts, Sau/| 15 introduced immediately after the long OTa-

tion of Stephen, where, through extensive reference the Scriptures, the entire divine
CCONOMLY 1Ss ummarized. Between the suffering of Stephen and the Journey of Sau] from
Jerusalem Damaseus, have the interpretation of Isa 52558 ythe Ial of Ethiopia« . In
this WadY the Christological explanation of the Scriptures becomes the bridge leading from the
mist of 1igNnorance the light of knowledge. In both ,5 Jesus AWE Airst remaılns consciously
unrecognized by the protagonists, while his provokes »burning.« In bothD

»For God knows that when you E of It VYOUTr CYCS ll be opened, aM yOUu ll be like God, knowing
vo0od and €Vil. « So when the Sa W that the ITGE WdsSs 700d for food, and that It W ds> delight
the CYCS, anı that cthe IIGE W as be desired make Al WISe, che took of Its fruit and aTtC, aMn che
Iso DAaVC SOMEC her husband who Was with er, an he A K Ihen the CYCS of both WCIC opened, an
they knew that they WCEIC naked And they sewed 1g leaves together an made themselves loincloths.
And they heard the sound of the LO God ng In the garden in the oool of the day, Nal the
INnan an his wife hi themselves TOom the of the LORT) God the of the garden.
But the 1(9RI) Go: called the INa  w} and said him, » Where Ahile you?«
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three days of waiting in the >dark« intervene. 'Ihe opening of the CYVCS 15 related the »FTCSUTL-

rect10N« of the protagonists and the urther declaration of the resurrection of the Lord

Conclusions
From the 1above study ON @1  ] conclude that walking distance of 60 stadia from Jerusalem

Emmaus, LOWN unknown writer, who evidently, It has been shown, has his work
based the metaphor of the WaYV an the endless miss1oNary Journey the en of the earth
(Acts 17 87 SC Is 4 9 and signals the oradual revelation of the glory of the crucihed Jesus of
Nazareth who 1s sceptical towards the resurrection and the Samne time coincides
with the gradual XIT of the disciples trom the darkness of ignorance and despair the light
of knowledge and faith that the »Lord has indeed been resurrected.« It 15 exemplary of the
WdY the resurrected Jesus Christ reaches the sceptic Vecn iın Hades of disbelief and despair.
It 1S the WaY that C  > ead the doubter ACCCDL the fact of the Resurrection and aı the SaJIne

time his personal resurrectlion. Ihe claim that the »Lord has indeed been resurrected«
through the Christocentric explanation of the Scriptures (which provokes burning)

and fınally the communal breaking of the bread
ith the Passagc about the WdY Emmaus, the second narratıve about the resurrection

in the Gospel of Luke, the Greek evangelist an doctor wh. seeks record the WdY In which
Jesus, Aa after being resurrected, tries approach world that 1S In despair, Q1ving 1t,
ven after Jesus earthly end, the opportunity EXPEHENECE and 1ve the ASSUTANCE of his bod-
ily resurrection from > ÖETUOTN ÖUTTOÖTUOU OeoD) P ÖL TNV LV ÖLAOTNTA BOoTOV (Aeschylus,
Prom 119 25) It should be noted that in the Hellenistic world, whose inhabitants the
two-volume work of Luke 1S addressed, death had been y»indeed the m Ihe
tollowing abbreviation W dsS often be found tombstones:

on ul), f(ui), ni(on s(um), n(on c(uro)
nNOCt, (and then) did ex1ist, NO ont exI1st,

- NOot

Ihis problem of despair before fate W ds addressed by the mysterles of Eleusis and
UOrpheus, which with their mythical and repeated character did NOT offer substantial salva-
H0N from the paın of death They underestimated and demonized history and the Mesh; that
WaY they deepened the trag1C feeling of iImprisonment in inhospitable world Ihe Ngures
of Dionysus, Hercules, Asclepius and the Dioscuri, who WEeIC rumoured have defeated
Hades an eft his world by following the natural circle of decay and enewal,; WEIC SGCCE be
mythical Ngzures and consequently they could NOLT abolish the fear of death Ihart 15 why the

that ruled WasSs indeed the ONC quoted by Paul Cor 15’ 32 »Let eat and drink.
Jor FEOMOYTYOUW die« (>dAywuEY, TUIOMEYV, XUPLO YAp ATOoOYNTKOLEV «)

Wirch the GOHTSC It takes from the darkness of despair the light of resurrection and the
simultaneous opening of the spiritual CYCS, Luke’s Passagc about Emmaus could be consid-
ered corresponding the Platonic EXIt beauty and light for those bound live
in the dark depth of forever seeing only the cshadows (the hctitious reality) of chings
(Res Publ VIL 2—5 12b; 5390 5415) Luke’s path the light does NOT happen through
the complacent individual theory of Ideas NOTL chrough humanitarian education, but It takes
place through the co-walk, the CO-WdY an especially through the Christ-centred explanation
of the Scriptures and the breaking of bread Ihe elements WEeETIC the constituent elements
of worship for the Arst Christians. Ihe divine Liturgy the fırst day of the week, which in
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Luke 15 surrounded Dy the symbolism of the eighth day (eternity), 15 for him the only WaY
the light of knowledge and hope. Ihe sight of this resurrectlion light in the yEVENINS« of this
world, pPT'  S the opening of spiritual CYCS, which after the effort ofdam anı Eve
make themselves gods, they have stopped considering > ETUTTNKMOVIKOG. < Perhaps the motitf
of blindness AN: light created in the minds of SOLTINC hearers, 4Ssoclations with the tragedy of
Oedipus. In this anclent drama the revelation of the PUIC truth blinds, while in the Gospel
the Samne V leads the disciples light and hope. It 15 certaın that the hearers of the
Gospel, after listening this Passagc anı experlencing the explanation of the Scriptures and
the breaking of the bread, discovered the WdY approach with Jesus the world->» olkOVMEVN <<

that 15 In despair, in order spread the light of resurrectlon.


