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Ihe ole of the Qrthodox Church
In Coexistence and Reconcilıation

between Turkish- and Greek-Cypriots
in Cyprus

Dy Aretiı Demosthenous, 1COSLA

( oex1istence and reconcılıatiıon AdIiIC that refer the WaVY> In IC antagon1s-
t1C SIOUDS GI8 ormerly antagoniıstıc STIOUDS relate each other. Coex1istence pDOoINtTS
prıimarıly al Lypes of dıspassıonate relatıons 1Cc xclude struggle, whereas
reconcılıatıiıon the door for INOTEC harmon10us relatıons hrough Oovercomıng
wounds inflıcted by CeXITEME.: violent conflıct. riıesberg consıders COeXIstence AS bear-
ıng structural and subjective aspects of relatıons between DCISON}NS and SrTOUDS.-
pplyıng thıs perspect1Vve, C011 Sa V that structurally, 1le sustaınıng mostly

exIistence the island after the Turkısh Invasıon of 1974, COeX1Istence before
thıs Invasıon but also after ıt 1S integrated al the natıonal eve Reconcılıation 1S
rather HE CONCEDL In studies of inter-ethnıc struggle. poılnts the need for COIMN-

structing peaceful, cooperatıve and trusting relatıons In soclety after long per10d of
conflict.“ Reconcılı1ation PDIOCCSSCS AL multıfaceted and VarYy accordıng the future
VIS1ONS of held Dy the partıes involved. ese Caln from integratıon, such ASs
In the GaAase of OoOu Afrıca, separatıon, such ASs In the CASC of the Palestin1i1an-Israeli
conflict.“ In Central and Latın Amerı1ca, reconcılıatıiıon Iforts have been perce1ved ASs

prerequısıte for the constıitution of democratiıc regımes after long of violent COIN-

ict Reconcılı1ation iforts dIC In general hard realıze. nterest ıIn reconcılıatıon
follow iIrom that dealıng wıth ethnıc conflıcts only al the structural

and ega levels 1S insufficıient.
Long-lasting conftlıcts reach SLages In 1& ü{  S generat1ons dIC NOT of aM Y

other poss1ble realıtıes. T’he INOVC toward COex1Istence and reconcılı1atıon thus becomes

'‘ See Kriesberg, Coex1istence and reconcılıatıon of communa|l conitlıcts, In Wıener (Ed.). T’he hand-
book f interethnıc cCoexistence, New York, 1998, 1583

Conflict resolution iımportant Dut NOTL A suffıiıcıent condıtion for stable and harmon10us be-
ween former enem1es. Reconcılıation 1S consıdered the long-term g0oal of Aalı y DIOCCSS of onflıct resolut1ion.
I he CONCepL of reconcılıatıon involves psychologıcal DIOCCS5CS, both cognıtıve and emotıonal, addıng
iImportant element LO the analysıs of conflıct termınatıon. See uerbach, The ole of Forg1iveness In
Reconciliation, 1N: From Conflıct Resolution LO Reconcılıation, (I)xford 2002, 152

See Bekerman, Can Educatıon Contrıbute ('oex1istence and Reconcıllation? Relıg10us an Na-
t10nal Ceremonı1es In Bılıngual Palestin1an Jewısh Schools In Israel, Peace an ONfLLC Journal of Peace
Psychology 3, 260.

See ayner, In Pursult f Justice and reconcılıatıion: Contrıbutions f truth tellıng, In Arn-
SONM (Ed.). Omparatıve PCACC CCSSCS In |atın Ameriı1ca, anfTior: 1999, 3651.
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ımportant 1SSuUe. The mobilızatıon of sOoC1al, cultural, and educatıonal SyYStems
wıthın g1ven soclety 1S central the creatıon of envıronment 4 C6 Osters 1CC-

oncılıatıon. I he STITrUCLUTE of the relatıons between rel1g10uUs instıtution and ıts SOC1a]
envıronment 1S ONC of the MOST interest1ing 1SSuUEeSs of the sOcC1al and eCONOMIC NIStOrY of
the COUNLILTY. T’he Church of Cyprus has long contrıbution the promotıon of COEX 1S-

and reconcılıation In Cyprus In thıs artıcle w ıll study SOTINC aSpecCtIs of thıs
realıty.

ou the Cyprus problem

The [W maın cCcommunıtıes In Cyprus AdIC the Turkısh (11,5%) and the TrTee
84,4%) ere ATO also SOTIIC Armen1ans, Maronıites, and Latıns (all together 1%).” The
present Cyprus problem unfortunately SUCS back (n 15° July 1974, the ruliıng
mılıtary Junta of (jreece staged COUD Ooverthrow the democratically-elected (JOV-
ernment of Cyprus.® CIn O July, Turkey, usıng the COUD AS pretext, nvaded Cyprus,
purportedly estore constıitutional order. Instead, 1t se1zed 35% of the terr1ıtory of
Cyprus In the north, aCtT un1versally condemned AS inirıngement of interna-
t1onal law and the (‘harter. TFüurkKkey, only Y km (47 miles) AWaV, had repeatedly
claımed, for ecades before the Invasıon and Irequently afterwards, that Cyprus W dsSs of
vıtal strateg1ıc ımportance ıt Ankara has defied host of resolutions demandıng
the wıthdrawal of its OCcupatıon LTOODS from the island./

The Invasıon and OcCccupatıon has had d1isastrous CONSCQUECENCES. © oday there AIC
fewer than 500 enclaved PCISONS., The 1Invasıon also had disastrous impact the
Cyprus economy.g On 15tB November 1983, the Turkısh-occupied ATIcCa Was unılater-
ally eclare! independent C  state  2 The internatıonal CommunıIi1ty, hrough SEeCU-
rıty Councıl Resolutions 541 of 1983 and 55() of 1984, condemned thıs unılateral ecla-
ratıon DYy the Turkısh-Cypriot reg1ıme, eclare! ıt both Negal and iınvalıd, and called

T’he foreign residents A 3,.1%. ASs egards the Turkısh populatıon hıs number est1imated accordıng
LO held before the iInvasıon of 1974. The populatıon the Turkısh sıde of the sland has also 1N-
creased through 11C  S settlers Com ıng from JTurkey. See epDu  1C of YDIUS, Demographic Keport 2004,
Department of Statistics and Research, inıstry of Fınance, 1COs1a 2004, 14

” According tO the Zurich-London reaty, Cyprus became x independent repu  1C 16[h August 1960.
ASs independent COUNLTY it became member of the Unıted Natıons, the Councıl Of Europe, the (Om:=
monwealt and the Non-Alıgned Movement. According the above LTCALY, Brıtain retaıned [WO sovereıgn
bases the iısland. The 196() Constıitution had incorporated System of entrenched MINOTILY rıghts. In
November 1963, when TesS1den Makarıos propose« reVIS1ON of the Constıtution In order facılıtate Its
smooth implementatıon, the JTurkısh de rejected it. T’he Turkısh-Cypriot mıinısters WI  TEW from the
Councıl of Miınıiısters and Turkısh-Cypriot Cc1vıl Servants ceased attending eIr The ensumlng constıtu-
t10onal eadIi0c DaVC rıse intercommunal clashes and Turkısh hreats {[O invade.

(In 1sl November 197/4, the (jeneral ssembly unanımously dopted Resolut1ion 3212 the RS of
INa Yy resolutions callıng for respect for the sovereignty, independence, terrıtor1al integrity and [110O11-

alıgnment of the epublıc of Cyprus and for the speedy wıthdrawal of all oreign LTOOPS.
Ou 147 000 Greek-Cypriots lıving In the north nearly OMNC uarter of the populatıon of Cyprus

WeEeTC Orcıbly xpelled from the OcCcupıed northern part of the island where they constıtuted 0 of the
populatıon. ese people AL epr1Vveı of the r1g [O retiurn LO theır homes and properties. urther 2#}
010180 Greek-Cypriots enclaved In the Occupıed A1ICa WEIC gradually forced through den1ı1al f e1Ir Dasıc human
rıghts bandon theır homes.

? See Ou Cyprus, epublıc of Cyprus, publıshed DY the Press and Information fice, 1C0OsS1a 2002.
See also the websıte WW W.D10.20V.CY.
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for ıts immedı1ate revocatıon. O thıs day, COUNLTY In the WOor eXcept Turkey, has
recognıised thıs entıty.

N 1ıcos1a 1S ST1I the only dıyıded capıtal CitY. In the WOT. al the beginnıngz of the
HG  S mıllenn1um. Last VCafl, the under the inıtlatıve of of1 Anan propose plan
for the solut1on f Cyprus problem but ıt Was rejected DYy the maJorıty of the reek-
Cyprıot populatıon maınly because of securıty ISSUES. In prı of 2003, and under the
inıtlatıve of Turkısh-Cypriot leader Rauf Denktas, checkpoint restrict1ons WEIC ıfted,

that reek- and Turkısh-Cypriots COU spend few hours ıIn an Y part of the island.
undreds of Greek-Cypriots and Turkısh-Cypriots visıted the other sıde and mel old
r1eNds The eelıngs eXpressed dissolved the myth that COeXIstence 1S NnOTt pDOss1ble.

IThe TtNOdoxX Church of Cyprus
The YFENOGdOX Church, actıng AS ethnarchy leader of the nation), “ capacıty L1CC-

ogn1ısed DYy the (I)ttoman rulers, K contrıbuted peacefu CoexX1Iistence In Cyprus The
(I)ttoman rulers empowered the Church exerc1lise leadersh1ıp of the natıon (millet)
Ihe “reestablishment”“ of the TEROdOX Church Aas independent Organısatıon In
1L Was important In the h1story of Cyprus er the guldance of
Archbıshop T ımotheos, the TLANOdOX Church SOI redeemed the monaster1ı1es annexed
(T se17zed DYy the Turks‘“ durıng the expedıt1ıon and bought and Ireely 1SpOSe! of al
1n of In 1589 the Christians of 1Larnaca bought back Irom the Muslıms
the famous church of Saınt Lazarus, 1C the Muslıms had taken durıng the CONqUEST
TOmM those early have the fırst testimonYy about the Church’s role In the 1 UN-

nıng of the taxatıon SyStem: John Vıllamont that “each district has ıts sSubcom-
M1SSaTy for the ur ıle the parısh priest represents the Christians We spea
about “reestablıshment” of the TCtANOdOX Church because thıs Church had basıc and
important role for the Chrıist1an-Cyprıiots SINCEe the early of Chrıstianıty. eNCcE.
Irom the polnt of V1ICEW of the Te66 TtANOdOX populatıon, nothıng changed ıIn the
STtatus and character of the Church remaıned the depos1ıtory of the natıonal values
under LIore1gn rule, and ıts head kept al the attrıbutions of miıllet-bashı, natıonal 1e

10 See Kizilyürek Hadjipavlou- Trigeorgis, An nalysıs of the Cyprus ONI1C Its Structure and
(Causes, Cyprus and the European Uni1on. New (’hances for Solvıng (Ild Conflıct?, Südosteuropa Aktuell
D (1997) 1002 Iso «6:. Ertekün, The Cyprus Dıspute and the IFE of the Turkısh epublıc of
Northern Cyprus, 1C0O0sS1a 1984.

Ethnarchy IS TEE| compound word consıisting of the Tee| words “ethnos” (nation) an “archo” (to
acTi Aas leader).

12 See Papadopoullos, Studıies an Documents relatıng the Hıstory of the Tee| C'hurch and eople
under Turkısh Dominatıon, Brussels 1952, 103107 TILukach Jardine, T’he andboo of Cyprus,
on 1913,

13 Ihe W: of the TLENOdOX Church W as reduced OW1INg LO the domiıinatıng role of the Latın Church
durıng Venetl1an rule.

14 The natıonal conducted under Brıtish rule speak f Oöhammedan Oslem inhabıtants
Christian inhabıtants of Cyprus, and NOT of “ L urkısh-Cypriots”. Towards the end of the Brıtish rule, hHOW-
CVET, the erms “Greek-Cypriots  N and “Turkish-Cypriots” ATIC sed. See avlıdes, Iurkısh y prı1ots, (The
Grand Cypriot Encyclopaedıa 13), 1C0OS1a 1990, 1:3 We en uUusS«e the term Muslım for the ur and
Chrıstian for the Greeks AS spea. about CcCoOex1istence between Muslıms and Chrıstians. T’hıs [1CaNls hat
the CommMmunıtıes ATIC iıdentıfıecd by theır rel1g10uUs adherence and NOL accordıng LO theır ethnıc dıfference.

15 See KYrrILS, Hıstory of Cyprus, 1CO0S1A 1996, 263. KYrrIS, Symbiotic Elements In the Hıstory of
the [WO Communities of Cyprus, In Proceedings of the International ympos1um Polıtical Geography,
1C0O0sS1a 1976, 136-137
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Ihe Church has en]Joyed Irom early t1mes the prıivılege of autocephaly. T ’hıs Dr1VI-
lege Was acquıred during the reign of Emperor Zeno  16 The Arc  1shop’s ethnarchıc
role In the 7  48 centurıies 15 reflected, for example, In the visıt of (jermanos 11
(1690-1705) Constantıinople behalftf of the raya al t1ime when the Church and the
people of the island SuITere| lot The Archbıshop W as the representatıve of the YT1S-
t1an-Cypriots and dAS such had spea wıth the Sultan about the dısorder existıng In
hıs COUNLrY It 1S a lso ımportant In thıs regard that famıly 1fe of the (hristian popula-
t10n Was overned DYy the Canon LAaw of the TLENOdCdOX Church Judges WeICcC bıshops OF

priests havıng authorıty marrı1ages and dıvorce dısputes T’he role of the TEANOdCdOX
Church dAS the leader of the natıon (ethnarchy) Was urther strengthened hrough the
Khattı herıff of (Gülhane (or Khattı Khumayun) reforms promulgated DYy Sultan ADb-
dul e]1 19 century). The acquıred priviıleges of the cCcCommunıi1tıes WTG confırmed
Dy the called LawWw of Tanzımat. [t 1S VOLY ımportant enactment because l ranted

In the admınıstration of communal| ifaırs al Chriıstians and other 11O11-

Muslım cCcommunıiıtıes lıyıng In the ()ttoman Empire.
Brıtish rule In Cyprus Was LNOTC 1beral than the Ottoman, and thıs ffered wıder

opportuniıt1es for polıtıcal actıvıty behalf of the Church, despıte the er10us -
croachments Its cC1ıvıl Jurisdiction and privıleges. The restrict1ons mposed Dy 6IOrn
ish rule SAaVC rıise attıtude of resistance and deflance, 16 the Church aSS1M1-
ate\ the natıonal Despiıte number of drawbacks and dısabılıt1es, the
Church SsSucceeded In maıntamlnıng intact the ethnarchıc character of Its polıcy, rein-
vigorated Dy ill-advısed persecut1ons of ıts hıerarchy DYy the Brıtish government after
the abortive r1sıng Ol the Tee populatıon In 1931 The treaty establıshıng the inde-
pendent epublıc of Cyprus aliorde: OCCasıon for the Church reaffırm ıts old
privıleged STAatus Dy of protectıve clauses Incorporated ıIn the constıitution of the
NCW Thus the present STAatius of the head of the OdOX Church of Cyprus dAS

ethnarch and polıtıcal 1e has been eVvOolve!ı uUuDON hım Dy hiıstory
The Contribution of the Church fo peacefu Coexistence

Inıtıially, the ur the island WE TewWw In number. In fact, the garrıson brought
Cyprus after the 15741 OCcupatıon of the iısland CONnsısted of four thousand INCN, ONC

thousand of whom WEeEeTITC yenicarı Ö eb  NEW soldiers”). ese WEIC CN 1ıldren of T1S-
t1an-Greek famılıes, HGTE In early chiıldhood DYy the 168 and traıned be

16 During the reign f Emperor Zeno the autocephaly (juridical independency) of the OdOX Church
of Cyprus Was dısputed Dy the Patrıarch of Antiıoch. Though Archbıshop nthem10s eiende: hI1Ss Church’s
independency, there Was OTITICcC1a recogniıt1on Dy the Emperor. that tiıme assıstance Came from MOST
sStrange and unexpected even CAVOe W as oun In 1C there W as chest containıng the remaıns Of the
Apostle Barnabas, ıth CODY Of St eW s spel In Barnabas’ OW handwriıting uUDON HIS chest, where
1i had een placed DYy Mark. T’he mMOSstT sceptıcal COU. longer ou that the C'hurch of Cyprus Was equally
AsSs apostolıc hat of Antıoch, and, therefore, Of equal rank. verJoy al the d1SCOVETY, nthem10s set off
al NC ıth the DreC10us relıcs LO Constantınople, where he reporte: the OCCUITENCE, and requested the
Emperor’s protection galnst the Patrıarc  N LyrannyYy. Zeno, due LO thıs d1scovery, confırmed the autoceph-
aly f the CHhurch of Cyprus and conferred upON the Cypriot primates certaın prıvıleges, IC they ave
MOST zealously guarded E S1NCe. mong others they rece1ved the rıg of S1gnN ıng In red ınk, mark of
dıstıncetion enJoyed otherwıse only DYy the Emperors, wearıng purple C108a al the festivals of the Church,
and carryıng imper1al Scepire In place f the ordınary pastora sta See Hackett, Hıistory of the
TtAhOdOX Church of Cyprus, New Oork 1972 23 :

, NSee Serghides, nterna and Xterna ONiIC of LAaws In regard {O Famıly Relatıons 1n Cyprus,
(Studia Juris CyprI1 1C0O0S1A 1988,
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rem1st Muslım soldiers. ‘© T hıs method Was alsSO employed In the follow, and
resulted In the Increase of the invaders’ forces In Cyprus, (Gjreece and other OCCupı1ed
countrIıies. In 1596, (G1Irolamo Dandın1, Professor of eology, Unıversıty of Perugı1a,
sent DYy Pope (lement VIIT the Maronites of the East, made ımportant observa-
t1on about Cyprus He nOTes, H other things: “Of the 3() thousand ınhabıtants of
N1cos1a only A thousand AdIC Hr and there 15 total of 1.2:18 thousand ur
the ole iısland Most of them AI Christi1ans who have converted siam for fear of

5519persecut1on. spec1al of Muslım-CyprIiots WCIC the “I ınobambak  ” (canvas-
cottons),“” who WCIC “Cryptochrıistians” (secret Christians). Offic1ally they WEIC

garded Aas Muslıms but prıvately they STITOVE remaın Christıians. The e_
cut1ons and irequent bloodshed iın 1821 forced them become eıther “CryptochrI1s-
t1ans” OT CONvVvert completely siam In 1860, they numbered 1{12 thousand, wıth
the Muslım populatıon totallıng Oonly 45 thousand, almost 1IT' of the Muslıms
(l SCryptochristians?.  » 2] Durıng Brıtish rule, MOST of them, encouraged Dy the il
ish, WEIC assım1ılated Dy the Turkısh cCommunıIity. nspıte of the fact that consıderable
number of Muslıms wanted gel baptızed and become Chrıist1ans, the TLEANOdCdOX
Church Was ready aCcCcept them and has developed M1SS10NaTry work due

the fact that emphasıs Was the Symb10s1s of the [WO maın cCcCommunıt1es and NOT
“supporting Muslıms become Chriıstians
The churches WEeIC OPCH Muslıms and Christjans wıthout an Y diserimınatıon.

T’he traveller Pıetro ment1ons that when he W dsS ın the mONaSsterYy of Agıa
Napa dept Oth 1625 duriıng celebratıon 1C W ds ttended DYy Chriıstians and
everal Muslıms alıke, everybody danced, 5Sang, and afe together.“” IThe COMPANY of
Muslım yprliots Ar the festival of Agıa Napa Was nOTt al a ll unusual. er such
cshared fest1ivıt1ıes WECIC that Ol Panagıa tOu Kykkou In Monastery, that of
Panagıa Iroothıdissa ın TIroothıdissa Monastery etc. One holy sıte that 1S, date,
offıc1ally recognised despiıte the Turkısh separatıon, 1S the MONAaSTETY of Apostolos
Andreas In the north east of the island.“

1X In Spanısh document ate«ı 10. 1D actually COD Y of letter from Archbishop 1 1ımotheos LO
5Spaın  S ıng Phılıp IL, Cyprus ead of Church informs about the oblıgatory CONvers1o0n of yprlıots slilam
AS iImposed by the Turkısh governmentT, about Cyprıiot boys eing abducted, about famılıes’ eing
se1zed, and about exorbıtant tax-levyıng, NSee avlıdes, Turkısh yprIiots, (The Tan Cypriot Encyclo-
paedıa 13), 1C0OS1A 1990, DE

19 Xcerpta Cyprıa, Materı1ıals for Hıstory of Cyprus, transı]|. DYy Cobham, Cambrıdge 1908, 182,
S French VIS1tOr LO the island repOorTts, In 1670, that Man Yy Greek-Cypriots WEeIC prepare: LO CON VvVertTt
siam Out of DOVeErLY and fearT, hbut hat NOT Was ccepted CONVerTL by the subjugators, In

order LO keep flowıng Into the Turkısh LTCASUTY In form of rıbutes. 1S acknowledged hat only
TEE| subjects WEIC condemned [O DaYy the poll l[aX

compound of the [WO words Caln vas and COLLON, SITESS that these people had [WO faces: (C’hrTri4s-
1an-Gree! and Muslım-Turkısh ‚0)81  q See Papadopoulos, T0oVOoXOL, MOvOOvVAUdVOL KOUNTOXOQLOTLAVOL
1C0OsS1a 2002, S PAR

See Samaras, EAANV KATAY 10) TovoxOoXUnQLOV, Athens 1987, 21
22 Ihıs nas een 1CAaASON for erıiticısm gaılnst the Church especlally durıng dıfficult days for 1CASOMNS

beyond the DUIDOSC of hıs rticle.
23 See Xcerpta Cyprıa, 7A86 Iso Nl Inalcik, ttoman Polıcy an Adminıstration In Cyprus er

the Conquest (The ttoman Empire: Conquest, Organısatıon and ECONOMY, Collected Studies) on 1978,
7E

24 “Offic1a1” travel guıldes acknowledge thıs MONaAaSteETYy tOo be sacred place for all yprIı1ots. See the book
Hıstorical and Archaeological Places of Famagusta Area, 1982, publıshed DY the Federated aftfe of Kıbriıs
(Ministry of Educatıon, Culture and ou Department of Antıquities and Museums), 1C (pag.
15) MONaSTLETYy f Apostolos Andreas 15 holy place both for ur and Greeks.”
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T’he OdOX Church has been helter for Turkısh-Cypriots LO00. As evıdenced DYy
toponymes,“” INa y purely Turkısh vıllages and vıllages wıth Turkısh maJor1ty had

of Christian Saılnts. For instance the vıllages: «Agi0826 Ioannıs”, “Ag10 1ko-
1a08”, “Ag10s Isıdoros”, “Ag10s Georg10s” et al 27 Church W ds> su1ltable place
for employment for A(| the inhabıtants of the island, Muslıms and Christians alıke, NnOLT
only durıng the ()ttoman per10d and the Brıtish rule, but CVCMN after Cyprus independ-
W G6. In Man Y the Stavropeglac Monastery of bought the plots of and
from the (Ottoman Rulers of the island In order the ownersh1p of land exclu-
sıvely DYy the Turks, and then used 1t for the benefiıt f all yprIiots. I he manuscrı1ıpts
16 have tudıed datıng back Irom the 16th Century the presentT, o1ve 1g
real COeXI1Istence relatıons 1Cc ex1isted In mMONAaSTETY and church where Mus-
1mMsSs and Christians WeIC employe equa payment Register“” S 8| f the yYCal
K/35 Register X IS  < (of and Regiıister 1L (of record for instance Oof
olıve IC ıIn spıte of the fact that they AdIiIC sıtuated In Muslım-Cypriot
belong Chrıisti1an-Cypriots (FE the vıllage church.

Regıster (of 892-93) cıtes of the Archbishopric of Cyprus AS ell
AS of the famous mONnastery of Saınt Neophytos In Paphos. Here fınd bıg number
of Muslıms who work together wıth Christians In the farms and gardens of thıs ds-

LerY and än paıd equivalently.” Register J1 repOrts abhbout dıstrıbution of g00ds
(wheat, barley, COM ete:) Christian- and Muslım-Cypriots for vegetatıon. 1S 1M -
portant that the dıistrıbution 1S done accordıng the S1IZze of the land DOS-
SCSSCS and NnOTt accordıng rel1g10uUs OT ethnıc adherence.”

Register ( (of 1911-1923) records of enants who rent church
lTenants A Muslıms GiE Chriıstians but also Muslıms and Chrıistians together. For
ample, In Aredıiou vıllage, Savvas Chatzıpanag1, LOIZIS Petr1ı and Ismael mMDrahım
rented the OUr-m1 of ardalıs 16 elonge: the church. 448 kınd of COODCIA-
t10n DICSUDDO:!  N irıendshıp, , cshared eelıngs of Justice and soc1al order ASs well AS

acceptance of the rel1g10us belıefs of the other, elements IC accordıng these
documents” ex1isted In the Church of Cyprus

Tolerance of m1xed marrl1ages between Muslıms and Christians W d urther
ample of the contrıbution of the TCAOdOX Church towards COexX1Istence. 0Ug such

25 oponymes dIiIC of places.
26 £g10S Saınt
’ See Kyrris, eaCceiu (oex1istence In Cyprus under the Brıtish Rule (1878-1959) and after ndepend-

ECNCC, 1C0O0s1a JENAE 29f. Kyrrıis, 5Symbiotic ements In the Hıstory of the [WO Communitıies of Cyprus,
In Proceedings of the International 5S>ympos1um Polıtical Geography, 1COS1A 1976, 243 ff.

28 Co:  ınofta the Holy Monastery of In Cyprus TESS (1878-18909), 1C0OsS1Aa 1999, 21-30.
24 In TEE| katastıchon The secretarıal mater1als 16 ave survıved INn the Archpıshop’s Archıve 1N-

CIU: VEILY ımportant Regısters such the egas eX and he Ktematıcos OdexX, an bıg amount OT
other documents of sıgnıfıcance. hese Regıisters nclude categorıes f documents such Regısters of
yearly of the See from churches and monasterı1es f the dioceses such ASs Reg. (1821-1857),
Regıisters of eccles1astıc In Ole kazas vıllages OT OW such Reg. B5 (1733-1744), Reg.
y<  < (1777-1779), Reg. CN (1772-1833) includıng also SOMEC records of Marrıage Licences GLC:, Registers of
Expenses such AS Reg. Regıisters of such Reg. AL, and others. Though small sectı1on f hıs
Archıiıve has Iready een sed In phılologıical and hıstorıical treat1ıses test1monYy, ıts ast maJorıty remaıns
unpublıshed, and much has stıl be one before ıts satısfactory utılısatıon In research.

egıister E (of 26. egister E  < (of 163. egıster L11 (of 18, 2
egıster 4, 16, 20, 26,

372 T’hıs egıister has date. TOM the WaY ıt 1S wrıtten it LO date back the end of 18° CENLUTY.
33 egister XIE ZU DE 26, 36, 60, 62, S0,
34 egister CVIE 13
35 WOU lead beyond of the of hıs artıcle refer LO all Regıisters of hıs famous Archıve.
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«S1N>» ıIn other denomınatıons INa Y consıderable problems (excommunication
()E den1al baptıse the children), In Cyprus the Church helped these famılıes wıthout
sendıng them AWaY. Rıchard Pococke notably STates that OIEN. Muslım IHNECN marrıed
Christi1an and then husband and w Iife observed the CAristian per10d of Lent.°
The interesting pomnt here, 1S that slamıc Law prohı1bıts m1xed marrl1ages OT Muslım

Chrıstian SN  men, because accordıng slamıc Law AL infer10r
38  men, COUuU be tforced her slamıc belıef DYy her non-Muslım
husband.” In9 Muslım INEN AL free “kıtabiya” Jewish and T1IS-
tian) women,“ because AS patrıarchs they AiIC respons1ble for educatıngz theır chıladren
In the slamıc tradıtıon and theır WI1IVves 4A1 integrated ın theır Muslım Lamıly present-
Ing danger the Lamıly’s rel1g10uUs profession. ” Many Turkısh-Cyprıiots orı1gınate
iIrom such famılıes father Muslım mother Christian). The ıimportant ıng 1S that,
a  0Ug marrıed couples Oobserved Fent: theır CA1ılKren WEeTC brought AS Muslıms
Both of m1xed marr1ages evıdence tolerance Dy the Church Wıllıiam ] urner who
visıted Cyprus In 1815 WT down what he experı1enced: “ I 'here AT INan Y Muslıms
the island who AL© regıstered dAS Muslıms but who dIC secretly Chrıstıi1ans. Fhey Oobserve
ent and also CVCN TIN wıne and eat pork wıthout CINOTSEC OULrTageOUS ehavıour
for devout Muslıms They unınhıbıtedly the iısland T because
theır rel1g10n Islam) allows INenNn non-Muslım yel prohı1bıts Turkısh

from marryıng non-Muslım ‚830  =>

Reconciliation of Turkısh an TrTee ypriots 2A5 KRelig10us an ultura Duty
of the Church

Despite the hard eelıngs because of the Jurkısh Invasıon in 1974, the continumng
OCcCupatıon of large part of the iısland, and the de facto separatıon of the L[WO COMN-

munıi1t1es, the feelıng of belonging the SaINe fatherland, the memor1es of the long
symbiosis“”” of the L[WO cCcCommunıitıes and the desIire for reestablıshıng relatıonshıps
between both COoMMUNItTtIES In ql Wa of ıfe ead the CINECTISCHNCC of reconcılıatıon

Ihe TCtAOdOX Church of Cyprus, continuing ıts contrıbution towards
exIistence hrough the centur1es, 1S actıve In the modern reconcılıatıon AS
well.“* us fırst SO the theoretical Irame of reconcılıatıon dAS the rel1210uUs and cul-

36 See Xcerpta Cyprıa, 269
&' 7 Koran Z DE
35 See Koran Z 2978 and 4:
3U See Kotzur, Kollisıonsrechtliche TODIEeEmMEe christlıch-islamischer Ehen dargestellt Beıspiel

deutsch-maghrebinischer Verbindungen, übıngen 198558, 270 me Ihe uslım Law of D1ivorce,
New 1984, 693-695

4() Koran o
See Helmsdörfer, Moslemitisches erec ach Hanıfıtischen Grundlägen, Amsterdam 1968, 59

NIiazl, Marrıage ıth the People f the Book (Islamic Literature) Julı 19:71; 390 7/7-405. ‘1ä MawduüdI1,
Towards Understandıng the Qur’än, Vol. I1, Sürahs 4-6, Englısh vers1on f Tafhım al-Qur’än, L eicester 1989,

137
472 Xcerpta Cyprıa, 449
43 See Kıtromilides, From (o-exıstence [O Confrontatıion: The Dynamıcs of Ethniıc ONTILIC In Cyprus,

In TIThe esu of Semıinar the Cyprus Problem, Attalıdes (Bd.) 1C0Os1a 1977 AH: Iso At-
talıides, Relatıons between TEeE| and Turkısh y prlıots In perspect1ve, 1N: Internatıonal 5Symbosium
Political CcOZgTaphYy, 1C0Os1a 1976,

44 The Church played positıve role owards COeX 1Istence Iso In er countrIies. Regardıng the contr1-
bution of the Protestant Church In Germany V  5 for instance Rıichard chröder, Ihe ole of the Protestant
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tural duty of the Church. In the New Testament COMNC ACTOSS the word
nınety-nine t1ımes. In the Epi1stle of St ames it 1S wrıtten: “Baurt the w1isdom Iirom
above 1S first DUTC, then peaceable, gentle, OPCH LCAaAS O, full of and g00d
Iru1ts, wıthout uncertaıinty OT INSINCETILY- Saılnt ames continues Aas ıf he wanted
ADSWET the burnıng quest10n of COUT days why WAaTls 4A16 wagel and much enmi1ty
eX1ISts people: “What Causcecs Wa[ls, and what L1ghts you? Is ıt nOtTt VOUT
passıons that AIiIC al WaTl In YOUIL members?” 4:1)

According the Gospel of St Mathew 5:9) “blessed AIiIC those who AIC the C
makers, IOr they be called S0OTMS of” SONns of (J0d wıll be called al those who
have and Create That 1S, therefore: Why accordıng the the 11-

cılı1atıon of Turkısh-Cypriots and reek-Cypriots 1S rel1g10us and cultural duty of the
Church. 15 rel1210us, because, accordıng OmMans (15:33) (30d 1S nothıng else but
(J0d of It 1S also cultural, because the peacemakers w ıll be called SOMNS f (J0d. Let
1t be noted here that the study of NIStOrY makes ıt clear that Wal does nNOTL keep DACC
wıth cıvılızatıion. The former obvıously destroys the latter. (Civılızatiıon 1S born In p —
r10ds of For thıs LCAaASON blessed wıll be the peacemakers and be presented AS SONS

of (30d durıng the Day f udgment. In Tımothy 538) read: “If AaN VONC does NOT

provıde for hIs relatıves. and espec1ally for h1s OW Lamıly, he has dısowned the 21
and 15 than the unbelıever”. Who does NOT COMNC fOor HIS relatıves and INOTEC 5SDC-
cıfıcally h1ıs int1imates cCommıts the SIN f infıdelıty and becomes CVCO than inf1-
dels Cons1ıdering that the Turkish-Cypriot Muslıms 1Vve\ ASs ne1ghbors and compatrı-
OTS wıth us for Man Yy vA  9 members and eaders of the OdOX Church have both

cultural and rel1g10us duty reconcıle wıth them and Jomm fforts for unıted
Cyprus iIree Irom Al y kınd of intolerance, Just ASs mentıi1oned In the “Who 15 WISe
and understandıng H you? By hıs xo0d ıfe let hım ShOow HIS works ın the meek-
NCcss of wısdom” (James 3:13)

priorıity for rel1g10uUs eaders AS well AS theolog1ans should be the estabhlıshment of
Non-Governmental UOrganızat1ıons havıng the followıng object1ıves: gel know the
unknown ne1ghbor and hıs/her language and therefore contrıbute the eance PDIOC-
CSS, establısh close aımıng AW cooperatıng wıth sclentists Irom the other
COommunıI1ty; develop polıtıcal language, 16 wıll take nto AaCCOUNT the multıcul-
tural character and tradıtiıon of Cyprus SOCI1ety; promote the dea and the necess1ity
for reconcılıatıon DYy Organızıng actıvıtlies (lectures, pane: discuss1ıons etc.)

anYy Chrıstians who Au actıve members of the TLEANOdCdOX Church of Cyprus often
take part In bıcommunal actıvıtles organızed DYy the Lollowıng The Centre for
or lalogue, The earce Centre. The Instıtute ol Hıstorical Research for REAGCE: IT’he
Internatıional Assoc1atıon for the romot1on of omen of Europe Branch: Cyprus),
The Bureau f Bıcommunal Reconcılıiation and Strengthening Of 1V1 Socı1ety In CYy-
PTUS, Toplum MerkezI1, an AÄCcross the Dıvıde Covıllagers EFTOJeCT,
oOu ncounters for Keace: ou Promoting Peace. Cyprıot (ulture eps for
Peace (Cypriot Dances group), Rhythm of Peace (Music group), ree OUT ıldren
(Human Rıghts Oou Group) and Cyprus OoOu for eaCce

Reconcılıation between T: and Greeks 1S well promoted DYy the Or Forum of
Relıg10ns and (ultures In N1cos1a. It 15 Non-Governmental Organızatıon esta  iıshed
In 2001 under the inıtlatıve of h1s Eminence the Bıshop of Nıkıforos In order
become forum for bıcommunal and internatıional actıvıtles C MaYy promote 1CC-

Church In (jerman Unificatıion, aedalus, Journal of the Amerıcan Academy of rts an SCIENCES (Winter
251-261



The ole of the TINOAdOX Church 61

oncılıatıon between Muslıms and Christilans ASs ell AS multicultural values. The OTr
Forum of Relıg10ns and Cultures successIully hosted three internatıonal CONTferences
organızed In collaboratıon wıth the ultura ympıa 1-2 LWO of them In
N ıcos1a and OIlIC In Athens (2004) wıth Stirong Turkısh-Cypriot representatıon under
the leadershıp of Sheıkh Nazım 1ıbrıslı, the Presiıdent of the Internatıonal Muslım
Assocı1atıon, who 1s Turkısh-Cypriot.
For the Church, reconcılıatıon 928  CS SOC1al, polıtıcal and maınly spirıtual FOT=-
g1veness that the L[WO cCcCommunıi1ıtı1es w ıll be a ble lıve peacefully the island and
promote theır culture and values, dASs had been noO tradıtıon durıng (Ottoman rule.

Orthodoxes Forum (2006) eit


